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to trade in a career in professional wrestling and a lifetime of security for himself and 
generations of Lesnars to come for a chance—a small chance—of being able to play in 
the National Football League. 

At the time, Lesnar’s bold choice earned my respect. You don’t see athletes walk away 
from piles of money, especially before they've really made much. My assumption at the time 
was that Lesnar would have his football fling, get over the disappointment of being cut (which 
even his closest advisers had to tell him was an inevitability), and then return to WWE, all with- 
out missing a single WrestleMania. 

Vince McMahon, | assumed, would open his arms and welcome back his repentant prodi- 
gal son. In a fantasy world—something the business of sports entertainment most definitely is 
not—this might have been the way the story ended. But there doesn’t appear to be a feel-good 
conclusion coming to this saga anytime soon. What we have here, my friends, is a mess. 

We learned a year ago that what we had come to suspect was true: that Lesnar didn’t have 
the ingrained love for the sport that so many wrestlers do having grown up as fans. He hated 
the travel, he hated the lifestyle, he hated the fact that there was no beginning and end to the 
wrestling season. He had to get out. He was desperate to get out. But just how desperate was 
beyond anyone's comprehension. 

McMahon had invested a lot of time and money in marketing Lesnar as “The Next Big 
Thing,” and he was not going to allow him to satisfy this premature mid-life crisis without taking 
his pound of flesh. You want to leave? Fine. For what would have been the remainder of your 
contract, ending in June 2010, you won't wrestle for another pro wrestling organization and you 
won't compete in any form of mixed martial arts, anywhere in the world. Basically, McMahon 
would allow Lesnar to walk away, but if Brock ever decided he wanted to walk back, he would 
have to do so with his tail between his legs. 

Lesnar, it turns out, is not a tail-between-his-legs kind of guy. He approached WWE 
(though not Vince directly; Mr. Mac wouldn't take Brock’s calls) not asking to be rehired 
under the terms of the contract the two parties agreed to break, but making demands that 
he had to know WWE would not meet. He’d come back, but would not work under the 
same conditions that made him want to leave in the first place. WWE said no way, and 
that was it. The two sides were so far apart philosophically that there would be no point in 
trying to negotiate a compromise. 

All Lesnar had left from his WWE playing days was a signed piece of paper basically stating 
that he didn’t need WWE or TNA or New Japan or Pride or Ultimate Fighting Championship. His 
signature on that non-compete agreement was a prelude to the one he figured to be signing 
with the Minnesota Vikings to anchor their defensive line for the next five years. 

Was he delusional? It sure seems so. Was he desperate to escape the prison he perceived 
life in WWE to be? Most definitely. He thought he was taking control of his own destiny by 
agreeing to sign away his future in something he wasn't interested in anyway. Now he knows 
the truth about his ability to make a living in football, and with no other means to use his reputa- 
tion or his physical gifts, he has filed suit against WWE, challenging the legitimacy of the terms 
of the release (see “Ringside”). Now attorneys will hammer out the two sides’ disagreement or 
it will be decided by the courts. And once again, Lesnar’s destiny will be out of his hands. 


| NE CAN ONLY imagine Brock Lesnar’s state of mind a year or so ago when he decided 
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These days, it seems like a new wrestling book hits 
the shelves every week, but only a few (notably Mick 
Foley's Have A Nice Day and Dynamite Kid’s Pure Dy- 
namite) rank in the must-read category. 

Add R.D. Reynolds’ and Bryan Alvarez’ The Death Of 
WCW to that list. Reynolds is the man behind 


the ridiculously entertaining Wres- 
tlecrap Web site—and no one can 
deny that WCW produced plenty 
of crap-tacular storylines worthy of 
enshrinement in his theater of the 
absurd—while Alvarez publishes 
the Figure Four Weekly newsletter. 

The Death Of WCW is the story 
of a company that went from un- 
precedented success to total finan- 
cial ruin in just three years. Rey- 
nolds and Alvarez have done a tre- 
mendous job of researching the com- 
pany’s rise and fall, tracking the direct 
correlation between certain storylines 
and attendance and weekly TV rat- 
ings. For some inexplicable reason, 
even when fans responded to certain 
storylines by tuning out, WCW executives refused to 
pay attention. Instead of giving the paying customers 
what they wanted, WCW force-fed fans storylines it 
wanted to push, and that arrogance came back to bite 
them right in the Schiavone. 

One of the many issues Reynolds and Alvarez touch 
upon is Eric Bischoffs obsession with bringing in music 
acts and putting impromptu concerts on WCW program- 
ming in place of wrestling matches. For instance, a short 
set by heavy metal band Megadeth coincided with the 
long-awaited return of Bill Goldberg in 1999. 

“The segment garnered a 2.13, Nitro’s lowest number 
in years,” they write. “The crowd hated the concert with a 
passion, but then when it was over, an explosion went 
off, and Goldberg emerged from the flames. The crowd 
went haywire. WCW responded by immediately cutting 
to a commercial.” 

The book is structured with a year-by-year break- 
down, explaining how WCW grew out of the regional 


RD. R 


8a PWla 


eynolds ¢ 


Compiled by Will Welsh 


Jim Crockett Promotions and actually threatened to 
destroy the WWF in the late-1990s, before nonsensical 
and short-sighted booking, horrid business decisions, 
selfishness, and arrogance caused the house of cards 
to collapse. Reynolds and Alvarez parcel out plenty of 
blame for why WCW fell apart. They knock Bischoff for 
his failure to understand what fans wanted and his 
inability to create new stars. They nail Vince Russo for 
his Crash TV booking and his devaluation of champi- 
onships (including, of course, the David Ar- 
queite fiasco). They hammer Hulk Hogan 
and Kevin Nash for exerting their influence 
on booking. Truth be known, there’s more 
than enough blame to go around. 
Reynolds and Alvarez pose the question 
of who was ultimately responsible for dri- 
8 ving the stake through WCW’s heart, and 
they ultimately put the blame squarely on 
one man. We're not about to give it away 
here, but they present a very convincing 
case. The book ends with an overview of 
the disappointing 2001 WCW invasion 
and looks at how WWE dropped the ball 
on an almost-foolproof moneymaker. 
euza =—s« Even at 336 pages, The Death Of 
WCW makes for a quick read. The writ- 
ing is engaging, concise, and entertaining, and 
it's easy to get swept up in the story, which is impressive 
considering we all know how it ends. The authors could 
easily have written another 200 pages on management's 
missteps, failed gimmicks, and go-nowhere storylines, 
but Reynolds and Alvarez wisely exercise restraint and 
keep the book moving at a fluid pace. 

Forbes magazine did a piece on the book and de- 
scribed it as a perfect example of a company losing sight 
of what its audience wants, and paying the ultimate 
price. The Death Of WCW should be required reading 
for all WWE employees, because WWE must avoid 
making the very same mistakes. 

Buy it. Read it. Remember it. There will be a quiz. 

It earns five suplexes out of five. 

—Dan Murphy 


KEHES 


10. NWA champion Jeff Jarrett almost 
loses his composure when he gets booed 
lustily by an angry crowd while cutting a 
promo during a taping of Impact. 


9, Brock Lesnar files suit against WWE. 


8. Mick Foley gets into it with Ring of Hon- 
or’s Samoa Joe. 


7. WWE produces Hollywood-inspired com- 
mercials to hype WrestleMania. 


6. Vince McMahon suffers torn quad ten- 
dons while trying to slide into the ring at the 


-_Thoitretinsiier 


The following wrestling-related items were culled from 
various wrestling-related Web sites—or were they? See 
if you can pick out the items that were actually reported 
on the Internet (which doesn’t necessarily mean that 
they are true) and the ones we blatantly made up. The 
answers appear at the end of this column on page 11. 

1. Former ECW standout New Jack, who is most 
well-known for the 1996 Erich Kulas incident, recently 
received a tryout with WWE. Prior to a Raw broadcast in 
Fort Lauderdale, Flor- 
ida, the controversial 
former Gangsta tried to 
impress WWE officials 
during an impromptu in- 
ring workout with Val 
Venis in an empty arena. 
The story going around 
is that New Jack pro- 
posed to someone in 
WWE management that 
he’d be the perfect per- 
son to be the culprit in 
the John Cena nightclub 
stabbing. 

2. Former Survivor 
contestant and TNA tal- 


Royal Rumble. 


5. WWE presents Raw and Smackdown from 
Japan. 


4. WWE announces a partial list of its 2005 
Hall. of Fame class: “Mr. Wonderful” Paul Orn- 
dorff, The Iron Sheik, Nik- 
olai Voikoff, “Cowboy” 
Bob Orton, and Jimmy 
Hart. 


3. A.J. Styles defeats 
Chris Sabin and Petey 
Williams to regain the 
TNA X championship at 
Final Resolution. 


2. Batista wins the Royal Rumble. 


1. Christy Hemme. 


ent Jonny Fairplay reportedly contacted WWE with an 
idea about how he could debut. He suggested a story- 
line whereby he would replace Theodore Long as 
Smackdown GM. If that couldn’t happen, he also 
pushed to serve as a manager for Tough Enough finalist 
Mike Mizanin should he eventually debut on WWE TV. 
WWE, up to this point, has shown no interest in Fairplay, 
and it’s almost definite nothing will immediately result 
from the aforementioned offer. 

3. The Ultimate Warrior has announced that he’s 
going to run for Senate in his home state of Arizona as 
an independent. The former WWF champion, who has 
long toured the conservative speaking circuit, plans on 
appearing on the ballot as simply Warrior—his full legal 
name after switching it from Jim Hellwig. Democrats 
and established Republicans are expected to rally 
against him, as they see him as a potential darkhorse 
candidate to steal the seat. Warrior has tried to contact 
former Minnesota Governor Jesse Ventura, but Ven- 
tura has not returned his calls. 

4. Despite their differences, former WCW President 
and current Raw General Manager Eric Bischoff and for- 
mer ECW owner Paul Heyman recently sat down to 
make peace. Neither man pulled punches during the dis- 
cussion, and the exchange got heated at times, but after 
it was over, both told friends that they had developed a 
newfound respect for each other. Vince McMahon is 
said to be watching the pair closely, wary of their com- 
bined talents should they break away from WWE and 
start up a competing promotion together. 
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This Month in Wrestling History 
June 


June 25, 1934: 


June 2, 1956: 


June 1982: 


“As I’ve said before, | think the women in wres- 
tling, it’s like cake with icing. If you have cake with 


no icing, and the 
women are the icing, 
it’s a pretty boring 
cake. If you have a 
cake with too much 
icing, too thick of a 
layer, it’s not real 
good, either. But if 
you have a really nice 
cake and this nice 
thin layer of icing, it’s 
just phenomenal.” 

—Former WWE 
diva Terri Runnels, 
showing off her simi- 
| le skills, in an inter- 
view with the Pro 
—| Wrestling Torch 
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June 1988: 


June 27, 1991: 


“I’ve tried to erase that WCW title win over Sid 
Vicious from my memory. It’s not that | didn’t like Sid 
or the match, but because it was such a negative time 
in my life. | may have been the champion, but it 
meant nothing. If you were that miserable in a job, 
hated it so much, took your work home and were mis- 
erable at home and had no happiness in your life— 
would it be a risk to leave?” 

—Chris Benoit, discussing his decision to jump from 
WCW to the WWF shortly after capturing the WCW 
championship, in an interview with the U.K. Sun 


“[Triple-H] has the total package and is the best there 
ever has been. Most performers have a weak link, but | 
don’t think Triple-H has one. He’s technically as sound 
as can be and he’s incredible on the microphone. He’s 
rugged, looks good, and his psychology is incredible.” 

—Batista, arguing that Triple-H really is the greatest 
wrestler in history, in an interview with the U.K. Sun 


“| owe a lot to wrestling. I've been a guy who’s made 
a lot of waves in the wrestling world because | stand up 
for myself, | really do. And the biggest thing that | want to 
see happen in the wrestling world is | want a union ... so 


guys that would jump off a building for 25 bucks are pro- 
tected if they fall and break their leg. There has to be 
people to speak up for them.” 

—Bill Goldberg, owning up to the fact that wrestling 
helped make him, in an interview with Boston sports-talk 
radio station WEEI 


“Men find an action hero believable if they say, 
‘Wow, | believe this guy can really kick some [exple- 
tive] ass, mine included.’ | loved Spider-Man, but I’m 
not too sure Tobey Maguire could kick a lot of peo- 
ple’s asses.” 

—tThe Rock, discussing his action hero philoso- 
phy, in an interview with The New York Post 


“And | want a new sombrero, new tires for my 
low rider, cause Eddie keeps stealin’ mine, and | 
want peace on earth, and a title belt, and...” . 

—Marc Ethier, 
funnymanme@personalinternet.com 


“Forget Caribbean Cool ... check out Latino 
Lame!” 
—4J. Shannon, Reno, NV 


“If Cheech and Chong don’t make it big, we’re 
ready to step up!” 
—Michael Klein, southsidesexy@hotmail.com 


“Gimmicks ... we don’t need no stinkin’ gim- 
micks!” 
—David O’Brien, Montreal, Quebec 


“... and when | pull the string on his back, his 
mouth moves and he sings ‘La Bamba.” 
—Paul M. Chisholm, Westland, MI 


i caption me! 


Think you’re a better writer than the editors at 
PWI? Here’s your chance to prove it, punk! This 
photo of The Destroyer, “Diamond” Dallas Page, 
and Dory Funk Jr. demands a short, concise, 
and downright uproarious caption. If you think 
you’re up to the task, e-mail your zany quips to 
prowrestlingillustrated@yahoo.com, or slap a 
stamp on an envelope and snail-mail it to “Cap- 
tion Me!” Box 1148, Fort Washington, PA 19034. 
Three issues from now, we'll share with you the 
best of the bunch—and the funnier the better. 


Answers to internet Insider: 


Items 3 and 4 are totally made up. 
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, THE former 
undisputed WWE champion 
who left the promotion after 

WrestleMania XX to pursue a career 
with the National Football League, 
has filed a lawsuit in U.S. District 
Court against WWE claiming that the 
non-compete agreement he signed 
upon leaving WWE is unenforceable. 

At the time of his departure, Les- 
nar was under contract to WWE until 
June 2010. When he asked out of his 
contract, WWE had him sign a non- 
compete agreement that restricted 
him from wrestling anywhere in the 
world with any “professional wres- 
tling, ultimate fighting, and/or sports 
entertainment companies, associa- 


Brock Lesnar and his soon-to-be wife, Rena Mero, will be anxiously awaiting a court’s decision on his 
lawsuit against WWE (assuming the suit isn’t settled). His professional future hangs in the balance. 
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tions, joint ventures, sole proprietor- 
ships, and/or partners, other than the 
WWE,” through the duration of his 
contract. 

Lesnar signed the agreement with 
the hope that he’d make good in the 
NFL and that he wouldn’t need to fall 
back on anything wrestling-related. 
However, Lesnar didn’t make the 
Minnesota Vikings roster and wasn’t 
signed to the team’s practice squad. 
He never followed up on the potential 
he displayed in training camp by 
signing with NFL Europe, the Cana- 
dian Football League, or the Arena 
Football League, and the Vikings 
seemingly cut all ties this winter when 
it sent seven players to NFL Europe 


and Lesnar wasn’t one of them. 
Lesnar, knowing that his career 
options were limited, reportedly be- 
gan contacting WWE in hopes of a 
return. WWE, however, refused to 
meet Lesnar’s demands, which re- 
portedly called for a part-time sched- 
ule, among other perks. This left Les- 
nar with a big problem. WWE would- 
n't have him back on his terms, his 
NFL experiment was a failure, and 
because of the non-compete agree- 
ment he signed after leaving WWE, 
his other career options were incredi- 
bly limited. Hence the lawsuit. 
Watching the path this lawsuit 
takes should be interesting. Lesnar’s 
professional future rides on its out- 
come, as not only does the non-com- 
pete agreement prevent Lesnar from 
wrestling for a stateside WWE com- 
petitor such as TNA, it also prevents 
him from wrestling for a promotion 
such as New Japan Pro Wrestling, in 
which he’d probably be able make a 
better-than-average living while work- 
ing a more agreeable part-time sched- 
ule. The agreement also prevents 
Lesnar from using his amateur back- 
ground (remember, he was a NCAA 
heavyweight champion) to his advan- 
tage by competing for 
a mixed martial pro- 
motion such as UFC 
or Pride, where he’d 
surely be a huge draw. 
WWE also has 
something at stake in 
the lawsuit. The pro- 
motion might not want 
a court to review its 
contracts with its wres- 
tlers, whom WWE la- 
bels as “independent 
contractors” despite 
their inability to offer 
their services to any- 
one other than WWE. 
If a court ever were 
to find fault in those 
contracts, WWE's 
business structure 
would become com- 
promised. 
Bottom line is WWE 
could be forced legal- 
ly to either take Les- 


Given the respective reactions to the appearances and matches of A.J. Styles and Jeff 
Jarrett in TNA of late, it seems like a change at the top is needed now more than ever. 


nar back under the terms of his 
contract (since he has expressed 
interest in returning) or to allow him 
to pursue employment in wres- 
tling/MMA elsewhere. 

During a recent taping of TNA’s 
Impact, fans in attendance heckled 
NWA champion so badly 
that Jarrett was forced to stop his 
promo in order to try to quiet the 
crowd. At one point, the fans even 
began chanting, “Get your hat, get 
your coat, and leave.” All Jarrett could 
do was to tell that crowd that he’d 
leave when he was ready. 

In light of this development, TNA 
needs to take an honest evaluation 
of itself and decide what kind of pro- 
motion it wants to be: It can either 
continue to plug wrestlers into main 
event spots based mainly on their 
name recognition, or overhaul its top 
tier in order to push wrestlers that 
will connect with its core audience. 
The X title match between 

and at 
Against All Odds, for example, was 
incredibly well-received by the live 
crowd and viewers at home. 

With the former approach, the pro- 
motion risks running off its core fans 
who have loyally stood by it while 


waiting for the promotion to imple- 
ment change. With the latter, the pro- 
motion risks putting some wrestlers 
( , for example) into 
spots for which they're not yet ready. 
I'd go with the latter. When 

captured the Ring of 
Honor championship in March 
2003, everyone questioned whether 
he was ready for such a responsibil- 
ity. ROH was still a promotion trying 
to make a name for itself, and many 
within the company were unsure 
that Joe was the man around whom 
the promotion should build. 


However, by the time Joe lost 
the title to in Decem- 
ber 2004, he had quieted critics 
and gained recognition as one of 
the sport’s top champions. His 
championship reign, which focused 
on his unique in-ring style, helped 
forge ROH an identity as a promo- 
tion to watch. 

At times, TNA Impact still feels 
like WCW Thunder. Jarrett, 

, and have done 
reasonably well at the top of the 
card, but if fans vehemently call for 
change, then change should be im- 
plemented. If TNA wants to contin- 
ue to move forward, it’s going to 
have to take risks. Maybe they'll pay 
off, and maybe they won't, but it’s 
hard to believe that TNA can contin- 
ue forever with the status quo. 

It appears that and 
WWE have gone their separate 
ways. In several interviews, Rock 
has said that his contract with WWE 
expired last year (there was never 
even any discussion about a new 
deal) and that he’s done with the 
promotion. 

This shouldn’t come as a sur- 
prise, as Rock has now firmly estab- 
lished himself in Hollywood and has 
a full plate of movies scheduled, in- 
cluding adaptations of such video 
games as Doom and Spy Hunter. 
He’s already seen as a blockbuster 
star, and his hilarious and way out- 
of-character performance in Be 
Cool should open up even more 
avenues for his acting pursuits. The 


Although it’s unlikely that we’ll never see The Rock in a WWE ring again, he is no 
longer under contract. Vince McMahon must not think he needs him. 
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Pro Wrestling Illustrated recently cele- 
brated its 25th year as the sport’s num- 
ber-one publication in a very special 
way. Those who subscribe to PW/ or 
spotted it at the newsstand in time got a 
treat. Not only did PW/ produce a silver 
anniversary special, but as an added 
bonus, we polybagged a re-print of our 
very first issue, from 1979! 


If you missed it, you won't have to wait 
25 more years for a follow-up. A limited 
amount of both issues are still available! 


Send in the order form below— 
before it really is too late! 


‘ms Please send me PW/I's 25th Anniversary ! 
' edition only. | am enclosing a check or money ! 1 
| order for $7 (postage and handling included) 
| as payment. 1 
| @ Please send me the replica premiere! 

edition of PW/ only. | am enclosing a check or ' 

money order for $7 (postage and handling! 


included) as payment. ' 


GO FOR BOTH & SAVE! 


@ YES, I'll take both the PW/ 25th Anniver- 
sary issue and the replica premiere edition to ! 
save more than three bucks. I've enclosed a! 
check or money order for $10.95 (postage ! ' 
and handling included). 
Please send check or money order only to: 
London Publishing Co. 
P.O. Box 910 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


Print your name and address clearly 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY_ STATE_ in 


For all orders outside the U.S., please add $1 for each ! 
single issue to be delivered by surface mail ($2.50 air- . 
mail). If ordering both issues, please add $2 surface mail 1 
($5.00 airmail). International money orders in U.S. funds ! 


7035/09-04 ! 
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man simply doesn’t have the time to 
commit himself to both worlds and 
be successful in each. 

WWE’s plans to expand its devel- 
opmental system with a second 
developmental territory in Georgia 
are ongoing. Though there’s no word 
yet on specifics, NWA Wildside pro- 
moter name continues 
to pop up, and and 
former Tough Enough trainer 

are expected to be the terri- 
tory’s trainers. WWE officials might 
expand the developmental roster by 
signing on a few more wrestlers, and 
there’s also talk that current develop- 
mental talents will be offered a 
chance to move from Ohio Valley 
Wrestling to the new territory in an 
effort to help start it up. 

Believe it or not, there’s a rumor 
out there that former WWF World 
champion might 
return to WWE with a recurring role 


as the adviser of 
and . While 
I’ve blasted WWE’s handling of 
those two stars in the past, that’s a 
partnership I'd love to see ... 
, former NWA tag team 
champion with 
), was recently granted his 
release from TNA ... 
recently had surgery to repair a torn 
anterior cruciate ligament. Because 
of the expected six-month recovery 
time, he might miss the proposed 
June ECW pay-per-view, if it takes 
place ... By the time you read this, 
European sports channel Eurosport 
will have run two TNA specials. If 
they perform well in the ratings, the 
network might order further program- 
ming from TNA—a development that 
would bode well for the promotion’s 
long-term health. 
That does it for me this month, 
fans. Enjoy your wanderings. L] 


It might not be a bad idea to postpone that ECW reunion pay-per-view tentatively sched- 
uled for June. It’s very unlikely that RVD will be physically able to wrestle by then. 


| 


1. Airplane spin 
2. Arm drag 
3. Arm lock 
4, Asian spike 
5. Atomic drop 
6. Bear hug 
7. Bite 
8. Body slam 
9. Body tackle 
10, Bulldog 
11. Chicken wing 
12. Choke slam 
13. Claw 
14. Clothesline 
15. Cross body block 
16, Double axehandle 
17. Drop kick 
18. Eagle split 
19. Elbow smash 
20. Eye gouge 


61. Abdominal stretch 
62. Avalanche 

63. Backbreaker 

64. Backroll press 
65. Belly to belly 

66. Big splash 

67. Boston crab 

68. Brain buster 

69. Camel clutch 

70. Cobra.clutch 


. Face rake 
. Fireman's carry ram 
. Flying body press 
. Flying clothesline 
. Flying drop kick 
. Flying elbow drop 
. Flying head butt 
. Flying mare 
. Forearm smash 
. Foreign object 
. Full nelson 
. Giant swing 

33, Grapevine 

34. Hair pull 

35. Hammer lock 

36. Head lock 

37. Head stomp 

38. Hip roll 

39. Irish whip 

40. Knee drop 


71. Cradle 

72. Crucifix 

73. DDT 

74. Figure four 
75. Flying leg drop 
76. Gourd buster 
77. Hurricanrana 
78. Moonsault 

79. Neckbreaker 
80. Piledriver 


Dream up your very own professional wrestler and 
manage his career. Compete for the World Title every 
three weeks and win a championship belt, engraved 
plaque, or other prizes! 


Don’t get scammed by imitators that will take your 
money and run — the IWA created play-by-mail 


41, Leg lock 

42. Leg sweep 

43. Manager interference 
44. Monkey flip 

45. Overhead toss 
46. Pole ram 

47. Reverse chin lock 
48. Rolling scissors 
49. Rope burn 

50. Russian sickle 

51. Savate kick 

§2. Scissors grip 

53. Shoulder breaker 
54. Slingshot 

55. Snap mare 

56. Step-over toe hold 
57. Suplex 

58. Surfboard 

59. Tumbuckle smash 
60. Wrist lock 


81. Power bomb 

82. Power slam 

83. Scorpion deathlock 
84. Sleeper 

85. Slingshot suplex 
86. Spine buster 

87. Stunner 

88. Sunset flip 

89. Superplex 

90. Texas cloverleaf 


wrestling in 1985 and has been going strong 


ever since. Our prizes are better, our service is 
better, and our prices are even lower than 
when we started! 


No one has the competition we do. 
Choose from over 8,000 oppo- 
nents in more than 60 leagues, 
managed by people from all over 
the world. Those managers 
have included movie stars and 
professional wrestlers, like 
everyone’s favorite superhero, 
Shane “Hurricane” Helms! 


Use this coupon to create 
your imaginary wrestler. 

N Send it with $3 for your first 
ten matches to: 


IWA CHALLENGE 
BOX 5275 
WILLOWICK, OH 44095 


YOUR NAME (PRINT NEATLY) 
STREET ADDRESS 
CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE 


WRESTLER'S NAME (DO NOT USE ANY REAL PRO WRESTLER NAMES) 


WEAR-DOWN HOLDS: Choose 10 of the holds at the left numbered 1-60. Only use a hold once. 


7 8 9 10 


SET-UP HOLDS: Choose 5 of the holds at the left numbered 61-90. Only use a hold once. 


1 2 3 4 5 


FINISHING HOLD: Create your own custom final maneuver or choose a hold from our list. 
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HELP WANTED 


When last we met here, | wrote 
about the sad plight of Sabu. There’s 
not much any of us can do to help 
him now, save for offer financial sup- 
port at one of those Sabu tribute 
shows if we so choose. And learn 


i 
from what happened to him. 

An even sadder story has come to 

light recently, one of a woman who 

once seemed to have it all and now 

seems to have lost it all. If you were 

unlucky enough to have stumbled up- 

on the latest installment of VH-1’s 

dreadful “reality” show The Surreal 

Life, you’ve seen how far Joanie 

“Chyna” Laurer has fallen. If you 

caught her radio appearance on The 

Howard Stern Show (or, more alarm- 

ing, the TV version on E!), you saw 
even more damning evidence. 

From what | was able to stomach 
of that Stern spot, she argued with 
ex-fiance Sean “X-Pac” Waltman (or 
current fiance—sadly, it’s hard to 
tell) over the telephone, made a /ot 
of nonsensical comments that bor- 
dered on gibberish, bashed Walt- 
man, Triple-H, Vince McMahon, and 
others, praised Antonio Inoki despite 
the fact that her association with 
New Japan is long over, got naked 
in the studio with a man said to be 
her brother sitting next to her, at- 
tempted to do something that vague- 
ly resembled singing, and participat- 
ed a game in which Stern and his 
cohorts bet on her ability/inability to 
answer the simplest of questions 
(“What part of the body does a cardi- 
ologist specialize in?”). 

Pathetic doesn’t even begin to de- 
scribe her situation. 

Tragic might if someone doesn’t 
convince Laurer that she needs help 
and soon. 

Waltman, not far removed from a 
stint in drug rehab paid for by Mc- 
Mahon and Triple-H, admits he’s a 
curious choice to be the voice of rea- 
son in her life, but God bless the man 
for trying. Here’s an excerpt from an 
open letter to Mark Cronin, executive 
producer of The Surreal Life, posted 
by Waltman on his Web site’s mes- 


Joanie Laurer looked positively radiant when she was promoting her autobiography Sage board, a letter in which Walt- 
in 2001. Her life has taken quite the turn for the worse in the last few years. man tears into Cronin and his cronies 
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at Mindless Entertainment 
for sending Laurer out to 
promote the show when 
she was in no condition to 
do so. 

“She knows she’s out of 
control. This is a crucial 
time for you and anyone 
else who has profited from 
doing business with her to 
step up and help in any 
way possible to save this 
womans life. Her only ex- 
cuse right now for not do- 
ing it is that she doesn't 
have the money.” 

Waltman also wrote that 
he picked up Laurer in Los 
Angeles when her promo- 
tional tour was over because he was 
so worried about her. Keep in mind 
that this is a man who has accused 
her of being physically abusive to- 
ward him and of blowing marijuana 
cigarette smoke in the face of one of 
his children recently. 

| keep thinking about the last 
time / spoke with Laurer. It was four 
years ago. She returned a phone 
call | made to her on the Saturday 
night that Vince McMahon's XFL 
debuted. She thoughtfully answered 
all the questions | posed and gushed 
about how much fun she was hav- 
ing promoting her autobiography 
and how she looked forward to wres- 
tling again. We knew each other 
only on a professional level, but she 
told me to call anytime if | needed 
anything else from her. | sensed | 
was speaking to a strong woman 
who was content and at peace with 
herself and the world. 

When watching Laurer now, | 
see a woman who no longer has 
any idea what it means to be con- 
tent and at peace with herself or 
the world. Whatever demons she’s 
battling, she shouldn't be strug- 
gling against them alone. | hope 
Sean Waltman isn’t the only one 
willing to join that fight. 


Remember the good ol’ days, 
the days when we could watch a 


Trish Stratus vs. Victoria looks like the best bet to be the hottest 
feud among Raw divas in 2005. Of course, as things stoed in 
early-February, there were only three real possibilities. 


six-woman tag on Raw on Monday 
night? 

| do. Musta been way back in ... 
what ... October of 2004? 

Now WWE can't even put together 
a conventional tag team bout without 
getting Stacy Keibler, Christy Hem- 
me, or one of the new Raw divas 
(what are their names again?) hired 
to wear revealing outfits, do the occa- 
sional limbo contest or pillow fight, 
and look scared when they run into a 
snarling Gene Snitsky backstage. 

We're all well aware by now that 
Vince McMahon thinks having a lot of 
hot women, skilled or not, on Raw 
and Smackdown every week is good 
for at least a few tenths of a ratings 
point in 2005. But with Jazz, Nidia, 
and Gail Kim all released in Novem- 
ber and Lita expected to miss six to 
eight months of action after tearing 
her ACL in a match with Trish Stratus 
at New Year's Revolution, the WWE 
women’s division has been reduced 
to a women’s trio. 

If we compiled ratings for the 
WWE women’s division on pages 
72-73 of this magazine, they would 
look like this: Champion—Trish 
Stratus; 1—Victoria; 2—Molly Holly. 
Or, if you prefer: Champion—Trish 
Stratus; 1—Molly Holly; 2—Victoria. 
I'm not sure whether these three tal- 
ented ladies have a lot of job security 
or very little. Or whether they should 
be honing their pillow fighting and 
limbo skills just in case the entire 


division—er, trio—comes to that. 

It must be particularly perplexing 
for Stratus. She’s been lauded as 
one of Raw’s most versatile stars, 
one of the brand’s MVPs over the 
last year even, and justifiably so. Her 
feud with Lita was built up wondertul- 
ly last year. To what can she build 
now, a big match with Victoria? | can 
see it now. Trish cleverly ducks Vic- 
toria’s challenge at every turn, using 
every excuse imaginable and all 
sorts of ridiculous logic to explain 
why Victoria doesn’t deserve a title 
shot. Which, | suppose, would mean 
she'd be wrestling Molly every week. 

Fortunately, all is not necessarily 
lost for those of us who enjoyed 
watching a good divas match every 
Monday night. McMahon has been 
known to change his mind rather 
abruptly, and with Lita out, he could 
again see merit in restocking the 
women’s dressing room with women 
who can really wrestle. Alexis Laree’s 
promotion from OVW has to happen 
soon—and let’s just hope she 
doesn’t debut as Nunzio’s insurance 
agent or something similarly silly. 
Gail Kim at least could (should!) be 
brought back. And Trish could be 
used for more than choke-slam fod- 
der for Kane again. 

(Have a comment or question 
about “In Focus” or anything 
else you see in PWI? You can con- 
tact Dave Lenker via e-mail at 
dave_lenker@yahoo.com.) O 
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(Editor’s note: The opinions ex- 
pressed in this column are those of the 
letter writers and Brandi Mankiewicz 
herself. They do not necessarily reflect 
the editorial views of this magazine.) 


By Brandi Mankiewicz 


Brandi, 

I’m not going to address you as my 
Queen or anything of that nature, but you 
are the “Best Damn Journalist Period,” 
and I for one respect you as such. 

I totally agree with you on one wres- 
tler: Gino Hernandez. He was one of my 
favorite heels in the sport, and I bet there 
isn’t one wrestler out there who can’t say 
that Gino Hernandez wasn’t one of his 
influences. His work with Chris Adams, 
as The Dynamic Duo, is the stuff of leg- 
ends, especially for diehard World Class 
fans. To this day I look at WWE, TNA, 
and ROH and wonder how those two 
would fare against the likes of the Bash- 
ams, Rottweilers, William Regal and Eu- 


Gino Hernandez was one hell of a wres- 
tler. He had style and a sense of brash- 
ness that makes him an endearing per- 
sonality almost 20 years after his death. 
He is still truly your champion. 


gene, et al. So my question to you is, 
without sounding like a green mark, how 
well would The Dynamic Duo, in their 
prime, have done against any team from 
WWE, ROH, and Japan, and would they 
be champions? 

KEVIN BLANCHARD 

capitalk2@hotmail.com 
Kevin, 

Despite my friendship with Charlie 
Haas, I’d never refer to myself as the 
“best damn” anything. I’m not into 
fantasy booking. I’m a big fan of reali- 
ty, something with which you might 
not be familiar. Since you asked, if cir- 
cumstances were different, I would 
have loved to see Gino and his original 
Dynamic Duo partner, Tully Blanch- 
ard, face off against Charlie and his 
brother, Russ. Honestly, though, I 
can’t think of anyone better for Gino 
to face than either Jose Lothario or a 
Von Erich combo platter since so 
many of Gino’s best moments came 
against them. 


Hello Brandi, 

I have been following TNA more reli- 
giously than WWE because I think TNA 
handles its angles a little better than the 
flashy WWE. I must say that I am not 
really too thrilled about how Jarrett has 
held the NWA title for a lengthy period 
of time. But he is the Triple-H of TNA. If 
you either own or are related to an own- 
er, you rule. 

But here is my question for you, 
Brandi: WWE wasted a number of good, 
underrated talent in 2004 and released 
them all in the same year. Why hasn’t 
TNA tried to pick up on their dropouts? I 
personally think that talent like Billy 
Gunn, Chuck Palumbo, A-Train, Rikishi, 
Chris Kanyon, Johnny Stamboli, Sean 
O’Haire, and Rodney Mack would make 
great additions to the roster. I think a 
match between O’Haire and Jeff Hardy 
in a swanton battle could be interesting. 
Or how about Jarrett vs. Gunn for the 
title? Or even A-Train against Abyss? 

I just think TNA has the best chance 
at getting a prime time spot that it de- 
serves if it acquires at least a few of these 
wrestlers. Am I wrong for thinking this 
way, or am I backed in my opinions? 

JASON WOHLERS 
mallrats@ westpa.net 


Hello Jason, 

Yes, you are wrong 
for thinking that any of 
the WWE castoffs would 
be beneficial to TNA’s 
future. First off, most 
have a 90-day no-com- 
pete clause in their con- 
tracts. Even still, if 
WWE, with all of its cre- 
ative and marketing gen- 
ius, couldn’t make a dime 
with most of the afore- 
mentioned names, what 
makes you think TNA 
would? Rikishi would be 
a good choice, but I can 
guarantee he wouldn’t be 
allowed to be Rikishi 
since it’s WWE’s intellectual property. 
What good is he without his big hiney 
waving to the crowd? The reality of 
the situation is that TNA has already 
tried to capitalize on Jeff Hardy and 
hasn’t gotten very far. 


Dear Queen Brandi; 

I enjoy reading your sharp witticisms 
every month, and unlike most of your 
contributors, can actually read and write 
without misspelling every other word. I 
was writing to comment on the “PWI/ 
500,” and the state of the sport in gener- 
al. I agree that Christopher Daniels is an 
incredible talent, and given the chance to 
shine under the bright lights of WWE, 
he could be a household name. | think 
the “500” gets better every year, with the 
exception of more in-depth career bios. 
My question is this: What is your take on 
the Muhammad Hassan/Daivari story- 
line in WWE? I think it’s disgusting that 
Vince McMahon is promoting this. Any 
thoughts? 

JIMMY NANCE 
Asheboro, NC 
Dear Jimmy, 

Now that you have mastered spell- 
ing, I’'d suggest moving on to composi- 
tion. I have no problem with Muham- 
mad Hassan. WWE is a microcosm of 
American society and pop culture, so 
the storyline most certainly fits, I un- 
derstand Hassan’s plight and believe it 
is his right to spout whatever he wants 
to—even if it goes against the majori- 
ty’s view. I believe that many people 


You can all blame Jason Wohlers for wanting to see this 
view during a TNA show. Personally, I’d rather see A.J. 
Styles or Michael Shane in an exciting, hard-fought 
match, but to each his own. 


are upset with them because they point 
out something negative, yet obvious to 
most of us. They challenge us to face 
the darkest facets of human social be- 
haviors, which include racism and ra- 
cial profiling. Do I support Hassan? 
I’m not sure yet. I do support his right 
to voice his opinions, though. Anyone 
speaks out for a minority’s sake at 
least deserves respect for having the 
testicular fortitude to do so. 


Letter of the month (taken verbatim 
from the actual letter to share my tor- 
ture with you all): 

The WWE needs only one world 
champion. Not two, not three, one. And 
at this year’s wrestlemania not only can 
history be made, but another revolu- 
tionary idea born: a three-way last man 
standing match for both the Smack 
Down and Raw world titles, the winner 
uniting both belts. 

The fans will get to witness the win- 
ner of the Royal Rumble take on both 
champions and prove who really is the 
best in the ring. 

The world title has become boring 
and uninteresting as of late. We see 
the champion compete against the 
same 0’ same o’ to much. One cham- 
pion would return a sense of grandeur 
and excitement to that title. He could 
travel between the shows takeing on 
only the best from each show(real con- 
tenders), hanging around one show 
longer than usual from time to time to 
settle any lasting conflicts. 


Competeing less and only against the 
best will also bring back that mystique 
and superiority that use to surround a 
world champion. As it stands right now 
the champion has no uniqueness that sep- 
arates him from everyother wrestler, 
there is no “awe” when he. wrestles any- 
more, and if he gets beat, so what, he was 
just another guy on the roster, and that 
big gold belt, just a worthless piece of 
metal being passed around week by week 
between the same old faces. 

You know even in Hollywood an 
actor will tell you that he is at his best 
when he can make the fans believe his 
performance. Wrestling don’t make us 
believe it anymore. It didn’t use to be 
that way when it was considered a 
“sport,” but then that word “entertain- 
ment” got in the way. 

Just A Dropkick From A Long 
Time Fan 

AMBROSE COLEMAN 
Tchula, MS 

PS. If possible, I would like to get a 
response from Mr. Vince McMahon on 
my idea, and if I wanted to write for a 
wrestling program who would I contact? 
Do they have schools for people who 
wish to write, or me a wrestling program? 
Dear Ambrose, 

Wait? There’s a third world cham- 
pion in WWE? Hmmmmmm ... is his 
name Shemp, the oft-forgotten, re- 
placement champ? He’s just waiting 
for one of the real champs to stroke 
out so he can step into the limelight. I 
read somewhere on the Internet that 
there is a champion understudy who 
can step in at any moment in case the 
champion cannot fulfill his duties. 
How else would Triple-H be able to 
train, take vitamins, travel, wrestle, 
and sign his new book? It’s Shemp 
scribbling, ‘All my best! Stay natural! 
Love, Trips!” on the first page of most 
of those books. 

You’re right about the boring 
championship scene. It’s not at all like 
it was in the 1980s, when Ric Flair and 
Dusty Rhodes traded the NWA World 
title a thousand times. Let’s not forget 
about that Nick Bockwinkel guy and 
his exciting AWA title reigns. I get 
goosebumps just thinking about it. Oh, 
wait, no I don’t. That’s just the central 
air system in my office. Oo 
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Not long ago, Chris Harris (above left) was looking like an emerging singles star in TNA. Not anymore. 
And that’s hardly a bad thing. James Storm (above right) and fans of great tag team wrestling are 
thrilled to see him so committed to America’s Most Wanted. 


td ~ - ! 7 ’ 

q an q . , : Me @} 1 2 } , 
: Bw F,«& ie : | ; ] 
A. seem ol 

J jim , | aod 1 {3 : | 

j 4 Baie , | 7 | 

“F @ A y @ 6-2 


NN RETROSPECT, IT was quite a feat for America’s Most Wanted to have survived 2004, 
® let alone won the PWI Achievement Award as the year's top tag team. 
i In February 2004, “Cowboy” James Storm was sidelined with an injury. Harris briefly 
competed solo and shot to the top of the TNA rankings, eventually becoming the top contender 
to the NWA heavyweight title. 

In two separate matches, Harris very nearly claimed the NWA’s top championship, while his 
partner was put in the awkward position of being a ringside cheerleader. Storm, and the fans, 
knew that if Harris won the title, it would most likely be the end of AMW as a tag team. But 
Storm never begrudged his partner his success (he even formed a temporary team with Dusty 
Rhodes), and when Harris returned from a shoulder injury suffered at Raven’s hands, the two 
dedicated themselves to reclaiming the NWA tag team title. 

Harris and Storm achieved that goal on June 3, beating Kid Kash and Dallas (Lance Hoyt) 
for the belts. Most analysts had AMW pegged for a long title reign, but barely five weeks later, 
they were upset for the title by the unheralded team of The Naturals, Chase Stevens and Andy 
Douglas. Making matters worse, they lost in mere seconds after Douglas blasted Storm with a 
title belt to set up the pinfall. 

And things got really screwy in September, when Harris and Storm were split up and forced 
to team with Elix Skipper and Christopher Daniels, respectively. Those patchwork teams put 
Harris and Storm on opposite sides of the ring, with championship glory hanging in the balance. 

A lesser team would never have survived. 

But not only did America’s Most Wanted remain intact, they scored decisive victories over 
Skipper and Daniels at both Victory Road and in a classic steel cage match at Turning Point. 
And though TNA has far less exposure with Impact than WWE does with Raw and Smack- 
down, AMW edged out La Resistance, the Dudleys, and Rico and Charlie Haas to win the PWI 
Achievement Award for Tag Team of the Year. 

Editor-In-Chief Dave Lenker and Senior Writers Dan Murphy and Harry Burkett sat down 
with Harris and Storm prior to an Impact taping to discuss the award and AMW’s trials and tri- 
umphs in TNA. 


~ CHRIS HARRIS: ‘Tt ane isa ‘a huge 
honor, Dave. | remember reading PW! 
when | was a kid. In fact, | think | have 
just about every issue since 1989 or so. It 
really is incredible to think that America’s 
Most Wanted is now in the same catego- 
ry as teams like the Steiners, The Rock 
’n’ Roll Express, and The Road Warriors. 
It means a lot to us. 

JAMES STORM: Absolutely. Thank 
you to een fan Het voted for U us. 


ven glad that the 


t when Dusty took me 
aside and set me 
straight. He remind- 
ed me that we all 
got into this busi- | 
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HARRIS: | think w we s did last year at 
this time, Dan. Don’t get me wrong. I’m 
thrilled to be where | am today, as part of 
the top team in the NWA, but | grew up 
watching guys like Ric Flair defend the 
NWA World title. | always dreamed of 
wearing that title, and when the opportu- 
nity to contend for it came up, | felt like it 
was tearing me apart inside. | didn’t want 
to leave my partner and break up the 
team, but | didn’t want to walk away from 


whole situation really remind 


na 


a shot at the NWA title, either. That was a 
real tough time for me, personally. 
HARRY BURKETT: You knc ow 


of the days when Flair would 
the title against Ricky Morton of The 
Rock ’n’ Roll Express or Hawk of The 
Road Warriors. Those were at 
teams that were able to surviv 
nsion that comes from one | 
ber pursuing a singles title. | wo 
be willing to put America’s Most 
Wanted in that category. 

STORM: Actually, | have to give 
Dusty Rhodes a lot of credit for that. The 
wrestling business is brutal. As much as | 
love this guy, | was terrified he’d win that 
title, and just like that, my career would 
be nowhere. | thought people might for- 
get about me. | started to feel 
myself almost rooting against 
Chris, and that kind of 
freaked me out. That's 


ness because 
we dreamed of 
winning the 
heavyweight 
title. If | didn’t 
fully support 
Chris in his 
opportunity, 
we'd both re- 
sent each other 
and both our tag 
team and our” 
friendship would 
fall apart. Nei- 
ther of us want- 
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Given how well they work together and communicate in the ring, it's no wonder AMW was 
voted Tag Team of The Year for 2004 by readers of this magazine. It wasn’t just because 


the tag team divisions in WWE are weak. 


team up with Chris Daniels. I'll tell you, 
Daniels is a heck of a wrestler, but he’s 
not much of a human being. He'll plant a 
knife in your back as soon as look at you. 
| wanted a partner | could trust. 

HARRIS: Trust is the one ingredient 
that separates a good team from a great 
team. You gotta know your partner will be 
there when you need him, and you need 
to know your partner will give you space 
and let you fight your own battles when 
you have to. It can take years to build 
that trust, but you need it to succeed. We 
have that. 


STORM: (laughs) Choose your 
words wisely, man. 
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HARRIS: Well, | certainly could have 
had worse partners than “Prime Time.” 
He’s a tremendous athlete. | mean, any 
man crazy enough to try a huracanrana 
or whatever it was that he did off the top 
of a 16-foot steel cage deserves re- 
spect, you know? But I’d take Storm 
every time. If there’s ever one guy | want 
to have my back when everything hits 
the fan, it’s the “Cowboy.” 


is together for the long haul. We're cham- 
pions and we're coming off an award- 
winning year. It wouldn’t seem right to 
break up the team now. As for staying in 
TNA, this is a very exciting place these 
days, and we're right in the thick of the 
action. This is where we want to be. 
STORM: | challenge you to find a tag 
team match the caliber of the matches 
we had against Triple X anywhere in the 
world, Dan. TNA has some of the top 
competitors anywhere, and definitely the 
best tag teams. In my opinion, we're fac- 
ing the best competition in the country. 
HARRIS: Amen. 


It doesn’t sound as if Harris (suplexing 
Chase Stevens) has given up on his dream 
of winning the NWA heavyweight title. It 
just isn’t a priority right now. 


especially when he required 
Trinity and Traci to bring in new 
teams to win the honor of being 
his secretary. 

STORM: Even though he’s a 
former NWA champion, Dusty is a 
tag team guy at heart. He started 
his career teaming with Dick Mur- 
doch in The Texas Outlaws, and he 
appreciates good old-fashioned tag 
team rasslin’. 

LENKER: It seems to me like 
America’s Most Wanted has ac- 
complished just about everything 
they can in TNA. Sometimes, 
when a team has achieved a cer- 
tain level of success, they begin to 
lose a bit of hunger or focus. Do 
you ever find it difficult to get up 
for a match? 

HARRIS: Again, | think that’s 
something that sets TNA apart from a 
lot of the other guys. There’s a heck 
of a lot of energy down here in Or- 
lando. You feel it the moment you 
walk into the arena. If you don't get 
goosebumps when match time rolls 
around, man, you've got to be dead. 

MURPHY: You won the NWA J 
tag team title for a fifth time at Fi- 
nal Resolution with a victory over | 
Team Canada. | know Scott D’A- | 
more pretty well, and that guy 
would push his grandmother into 
a ditch if he thought it would help 
him get a title belt. What has it 
been like facing Eric Young and 
Bobby Rude and always having 
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to keep an eye open for D’Amore 
on the outside? 

STORM: Pushing his grandma in 
a ditch for a title. Yeah, that sounds 


AMW picked up a lot of momentum by dominating 
a series of great matches with Triple X, Chris 
Daniels and Elix Skipper, late last year. Storm pre- | 
fers to wrestle against Daniels (above) rather than 
with him as his partner. He probably feels the 


like the Scott D’Amore | know. 

HARRIS: Whenever we have a 
situation like that, where we’re outnum- 
bered, the guy on the apron always 
keeps an eye on D'Amore or whoever 
happens to be out there. You got to 
communicate with your partner at all 
times. | like to give the ref a heads-up 
whenever | see a guy even making a 
move toward the ring, just to keep ‘em 
honest. You have to. 

BURKETT: | noticed a few minutes 
ago, when you were talking about 
great teams that have been voted Tag 
Team of the Year, you neglected to 


same way about Skipper (right). 


name Scott Hall and Kevin Nash. | 
have to be honest and say that if you 
were to face them, most people would 
consider you the underdogs. How do 
you think you match up with the team 
formerly known as The Outsiders? 

STORM: | ain’t gonna lie. Hall and 
Nash would be a big challenge. They're 
two big boys. But America’s Most Want- 
ed backs down from no man. Win, lose, 
or draw, those boys would walk out of the 
ring with a truckload of respect for us. | 
guarantee that. 


with Hall and Nash, and | hope that 
match does get signed. AMW is the team 
of today and tomorrow. I'd like nothing 
more than to prove that against a couple 
of guys with that kind of resume. Bring 
‘em on! Bring ‘em all on! O 
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as quietly as a man with 10,000 people cheer- 

ing him on possibly can. He circles his oppo- 
nent, looking for the perfect angle from which to 
approach. If he’s to successfully execute the maneu- 
ver and win the match, he can’t afford a miscalcula- 
tion. He knows that he can’t allow his opponent to 
catch his breath or formulate any kind of counterat- 
tack. He must end the match now, while he has the 
advantage. 

Cena suddenly slides to his side, bends awk- 
wardly at the waist, and hoists his opponent 
across his shoulders. Then, with speed and accu- 
racy that shouldn't be possible for a man so mus- 
cled, he flips the man high into the air before 
dropping him head-first onto the mat. The crowd 
roars. The referee slaps the mat three times. 
Cena, the winner yet again, looks down at his 
opponent, and waves his hand in front of his face. 

“You can’t see me!” 

As he makes his way to the back, the West 
Newbury, Massachusetts, native hails his Chain 
Gang—and the incredibly loud ovation that they’re 
already giving him somehow increases 20 or so deci- 
bels. The sound of their victorious war cry encom- 
_ the entire arena. The most popular man on 


i OHN CENA STALKS his opponent quietly—or 
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Cena can’t help but have a 
little fun with Kenzo Suzuki 
by mock bowing before 
him ... before finishing off 
Suzuki. The rest of the 
Smackdown roster should 
be bowing to him about 
now (or at least soon). 


the Smackdown roster cannot be stopped. His ener- 
gy and adrenaline urge him forward, as does his 
inherent talent inside the ring. 

For John Cena, 2005 is all about domination or 
bust. 


Just the fact that Smackdown fans continued to cheer for Cena 
even when he was battling fellow fan favorite RVD should tell 
everyone that this man is ready to dominate. 


That’s our challenge to John Cena. He’s had 
the talent for a while now. In the past few months, 
he’s picked up the momentum. Kenzo Suzuki, his 
most persistent rival through much of the winter, 
ran smack dab into Cena’s five-knuckle shuffle 


a a 
Allfhe has to do is believe in himself, 
Keep his belief in the Chain Gang 
strong, and go out there and wrestle 
just as he has been over these past 
few months. The U.S. title should never 
be enough for him. Nor should a 
Smackdown title win. Nothing less 
than dG long run with the Smackdown 
belt should be good enough. 


and wound up looking like quite the chump be- 
cause of it. Although Suzuki enjoyed some suc- 
cess against Cena, when it came time to put a cap 
on the feud in late-January, he barely mustered 
any offense ... or defense. 

Cena ended their feud without breaking a 
sweat. Literally. 

All of this gets to why John Cena must capitalize 
on his current state. There are only so many times in 
a wrestler’s career when he'll have the stars aligned 
and everything going his way. 

The first time usually happens when he captures 
the attention of a national promotion and gets 
signed to his first lucrative contract. The second 
time happens when he sustains his first winning 
streak in that promotion and advances into the mid- 
card. The third time—and sometimes the last time— 


Cena fans have figured 
out that his five-knuckle 
shuffle (left) usually 

ny leads to a pinfall (be- 
o low). They know the drill 


( s 
a Th with him. Imagine how 
‘ 2. big his Chain Gang will 


grow once he shows he 
belongs with WWE's big 
boys. It has to happen. 


ee pe ee DF RS LA FSR (YC | sD fT Le ed 
a PWla 


We can envision a 
lot more scenarios 
like this one in 
Cena’s future. We 
hope he envisions 
them, too. 


a wrestler rides so much momentum that he can’t 
be stopped comes when he advances past the mid- 
card for the very first time and takes control of his 
own destiny by dominating anyone who steps in 
his path—including the main-eventers with whom 
he’s never before been able to compete. 

Right now, Cena is smack dab in the beginning 
stages of what should be the best year of his career. 

“| don’t know if I've ever seen a wrestler with so 
much going for him before,” said Smackdown color 
commentator Tazz. “Cena is in the middle of some- 
thing truly special. He’s been wrestling at a really 
high level for quite a while now, plus he’s the 
most popular man on our roster. I'm there every 
week. | hear the ovations. | see the signs. In 
terms of popularity, the guy has no match. It’s 
one of the reasons why he’s been wrestling so 
well. | mean, we’ve known that he’s had the 
goods in the ring, but lately he’s been wrestling 
with some extra gusto. People say that populari- 
ty doesn’t matter, but it does. The Chain Gang 
keeps him hyped and ready. It won't allow him to 
have a bad match, because as soon as he enters 
the arena, the positive energy fuels him and 
keeps him going.” 

An interesting thing to note about Cena is 
that he’s completely different from many of the 
recent fan favorites who have come before him. 
He’s not anti-authority or an anti-hero. Sure, he 
performs off-color raps and proudly wears his 
gear with that cleverly risque catchphrase to the 
ring, but when you consider his actions in light 
of the actions of other popular wrestlers, he’s 
not what you’d consider a bad boy hero. 

Unlike “Stone-Cold” Steve Austin, Cena 
doesn’t rebel against anyone; he doesn’t have a 
chip on his shoulder that he’s begging someone 


never seemed to consider himself above his fan 
base, so ridiculously cool that people can’t help but 
love him even when he’s insulting them. 

His popularity stems from the basic fact that he 
is who he says he is and that he doesn’t pretend to 
be anything that he’s not. True, he panders to the 
crowd a little, but that’s because he genuinely 
enjoys doing it. There’s no hint of sarcasm when he 
cuts promos about how important his Chain Gang 
is to him. He doesn’t keep the crowd at arm’s 
length. Instead, he'll reach out into the audience 
and take a fan’s sign with him into the ring! 

He loves being their hero—and, in turn, his fans 
love him even more for that fact. By being true to 
them, he’s earned their loyalty for the long haul. 

All of this is why we’re challenging Cena to domi- 
nate—and, no, we don’t think we’re expecting too 
much of him. We wouldn't put such a challenge out 
there if we didn’t think he was capable of succeed- 
ing. All he has to do is believe in himself, keep his 
belief in the Chain Gang strong, and go out there 
and wrestle just as he has been over these past few 
months. The U.S. title should never be enough for 
him. Nor should a Smackdown title win. Nothing 
less than a long run with the Smackdown belt 
should be good enough. 

If he does all those little things, the man who con- 
tinually tells people that they can’t see him will be 
seen in a whole new light by the entire wrestling 
community. It’s time for him to claim his destiny. |_| 


Cena proved himself a worthy U.S. champion time and again 
against Booker T and so many others. We can’t imagine he’s truly 


to knock off, either. Unlike The Rock, he has satisfied, though. 
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its completely So inside a hard, protective. shell : 
eisai Inside eas. ives is, the. eee ead an. incredible met 


~ fly, it emerges roi the cocoon with big, brightly ‘colored wings that allow itto ~ 


soar amid the fragrant flowers of sun-filled spring and summer afternoons. — 


It's one of the most-amazing transformations that this world-sees—and 
once it- happens, it never-happens to that same caterpillar/butterfly again ~ 
-In their world,-it's-one and done--If the caterpillar doesn'ttike-how it-looks: 
as a full-grown butterfly, oh well. It simply has to learn to live with its disap- 
pointing form. 

Steve Austin, during his days in WCW_as “Stunning” Steve Austin, was 


something of a-caterpillar. He had the talent to-become something special, — 


but itwas hidden-under a thinning head of hairand-a management structure 
that was looking to capitalize on the signing of Hulk Hogan instead of devel- 
oping new stars from within. So, when then-WCW head Eric Bischoff fired 
Austin, Austin took himself to the friendly confines of ECW. In ECW, Austin 
was allowed to take his wrestling persona and give it a rebirth. He shed his 
former image of “Stunning” Steve Austin and instead put on a harder shell, 
much like a chrysalis, and became something entirely different. 

No, in ECW Austin didn't quite develop into the butterfly known as “Stone- 
Cold,” but as “The Extreme Superstar,” he did show signs of his future self. 
The edge was there: So was the hard-nosed, in-your-face-approach="In fact, 
the only thing that wasn’t there was-Austin’s health. Thanks to-lingering 
injuries, Austin-spent most of-his time in-ECW cutting amazingly-entertaining 
promos. Matches, however, were.a rarity. 

Looking back, though, it’s true that ECW bore “Stone-Cold” Steve 
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We don’t.know whett 


er he’s going 
© come bac mi 


~ Somehow, we doubt He’ 

“matches in-mid-card fodder feuds o or ir 

~we've: already seen ‘multiple times befor a 
_-wrestles, his matches are going: to-mean eae 
- One-way-or another, they’ re-goigg4e er an nore on — 


, the future of this sport.< ~~ = = 
Steve: ‘Ausure will never bbe a full-time wrestler ‘again. He'll For-all of Austin’s- desire, he Ak: never. ose Huike= = an 
——-__almost- certainly never even wrestle pa Hogan inthe ring. Yes, that’s the one match for which-a —— _ 
= ae lot of WWE/Austin fans have clamored, but we just= ~~ 


a : —- have to accept that it might never happen. Politics - 
— ‘Austin; ; WWE. er allowed “Stone- Cold” to mature. aren't the only thing in the way anymore. Age is a fac-- 
Now, fresh off-of signing a three- -picture deal with tor, and so is physical health. Neither man is getting ~ 


~ See WWE | Films, “Stone-Cold’.seems.ready 
to make-his way back to WWE. Unlike the 
“Stone-Cold” we previously knew, though, 
this “Stone-Cold” has something to prove. 
After a tenure in which he had to have 
“been embarrassed by his roles as co- 
general manager and, later, the rabble- 
=~ rousing “sheriff” of-Raw, Austin has to 
emerge from caterpillar form once again 
and reclaim his status as one ofthe 
sport's top butterflies: 

Let's face it: Austin may have had fun 
cruising around on a four-wheeler, 
throwing beer bashes for Bill Goldberg, 
and defeating Eric Bischoff ina redneck 
triathlon, but we all_know that's not the 
legacy he wanted to leave behind. He'd 
rather have us remember him as the 
beer-swillin’, stunner-deliverin’, monster 
truck-drivin’ S.O.B. that stormed through 


: “Stone-Cold” can’t be happy that the last impression that he made on WWE fans 
WWE in the late-1990s and became one was that he was a jovial, beer-swilling guy who loved a good post-Raw party. 


of the sport's all-time greats. 

Which is why; after he has repaired his relationship — younger, and-neither-is getting much healthier, either. 
withVince McMahon, now is the perfect time for his Because of these factors, it’s-hard to-even label the 
return. We don’t know whether he's going to come back — bout-a dream match anymore. Five or six years ago? 
full-time; part-time, or-just for the very short term, but we Maybe. Today? Highly-debatable. 


{ 
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a We wonder what goes through Austin’ s mind when he watches footage of himself scooting around 


ringside on a four-wheeler-(above eft). 


= This run with WWE might a: out to be Austin's 
final-go-round, and-he’s not going-to waste it by partici- 


_pating in-a match. that-has no.chance of living up tothe 


hype.Instead, look for Austin to try to have some. long- 


~_ term impact_on the promotion by getting into it with a 


few_of WWE's top up-and-comers. He saw what Mick 
Foley did with Randy Orton. Austin watched the way 
Foley helped elevate Orton into the main event, and 
he knows that part of-his-own legacy depends upon 
his track record of.doing the same. In fact, in the past, 


~ Austin hasn't been a stellar creator of stars, so this will 


be a chance for him to make good in that department. 
Of course, Austin also saw how Orton rejuvenated 


There must be some more stunners in “Stone-Cold’s” future (above left) ... 
are’still begging for his return to WWE (above right), and you better believe they want their old hero back. 


. if-he can bear to watch at all. ee eng: for the days 
= —: oA aan -when he was an unstoppable fare inside that ting (above right). : = 


Foley, Prior to their feud, Foley’s appearances had got- 


ten stale and predictable. We knew that he'd come out 
and_toss a few shoutouts to whatever town he was_in, 
give his new- book a plug or two, and then meander 


-away without doing anything of substance. Orton 


changed all that by challenging Foley to be the wrestler 
he once was. He spat in the legend’s face—and in 
doing so, he woke up the legend. 

Is there an Orton out there waiting to.take on “Stone- 
Cold”? Maybe, maybe not. Austin, though, is going to 
do his best to find out if there is. Austin wants to feel 
what it’s like again to get back in the game. He wants to 
feel the rush of the crowd and a match build to its 
crescendo. He wants 
to feel the adrenaline 
kick ~in when he 
doesn’t believe he 
can go any longer but 
knows that he must. 
He wants to hear the 
cheers as_he unleash- 
es a mid-ring stunner 
and gets the pinfall. 

Most of all, though, 
Austin wants. to get in 
the ring, climb.those 
turnbuckles, raise his 
two middle fingers in 
the air—and then look 
out into the audience 
and see in their eyes 
that he, their tong= 
time anti-hero, really 
truly matters again. [_] 


but executed on whom? His fans 
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Samoa Joe was the first to 
congratulate Austin Aries 
after Aries ended his 21-month reign 
as Ring of Honor champion. Whoever 
ended that réign deserved praise. But 
Joe deserves accoladesias well, as 
Aries was quick to;pointout. 


| 
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By Harry Burkett 


ING OF HONOR champion Samoa Joe seemed wellon his way 

, to,another successful title defense at.“Final Battle II,” andthe 

“ crowd,at the National Guard Armory in Philadelphia didn’t 

sense anything, out of.the ordinary: another terrific match; but not 
necessarily a historic night. 

For much of the bout, Austin Aries had tried'to.overpower Joe;most 
notably withone attempted brainbuster. after another. It appeared to be an 
ill-conceived strategy..Why would the 5’9”, 202-pound: Aries waste his 
time trying to lift and manhandle the 6’3", 290-pound) ROH champion? 
Most likely, he was following a strategy pioneered by Chris Benoitagainst 
Triple-H and Kane over the past year. Instead of playing a defensive cat- 
and-mouse game against larger opponents, Aries—like Benoit—favors a 


Aries’ early attempts at taking over the ROH champ with a brainbuster 
(below) proved fruitless and, frankly, looked to be part of a question- 


able strategy. Even when he connected with his first 450 splash (right), 
Joe kicked out of his pin attempt. 
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unfoiding epic? }40-min: Dutt 
ute match ‘against. Brya fe 
Danielson, and his ser °e 
of'matches against bo oe D 
Punk, including ‘two 
* sational 60-minute dra WS. 
Compared to those: ‘ap. 
bouts, . “Samoa Dine ti 
seemed to ‘be. A avg 
easy. After, foiling al of. 
Aries’ “questionable! 
 brainbuster attempts, 
Joe hoisted Aties for his 
finishing maneuver ty Wiss lx, 
island driver. OF this é 
night, Joe’ s islandydri- 
ver was “unusually sick- > ah 
ening; as Aries’ head hit 


It- would have been aygigantic shockvif Aries could have made Joe tap.out to win, the.champi- the canvas from, an awk- - : 


onship. Having reigned for 21. months, Joe'wasn’t about to let his gold belt slip. away by simply. ward angle and. yey 


giving up, no matter how much pain he wasiin. 


The impressive endurance Aries displayed in a match 
with Bryan Danielson in August also, showed as he 
finally did execute a brainbuster on’ Joe*(right). As*he 
connected, witha picture-perfect dropkick, (below), he 
could sense it was going to be his special night. 


toe-to-toe slugfest with bigger men, and then-relies» 


on his, superior endurance. and technical skill to out- 
fox,and, outmaneuver his foes» That might have 
worked for Benoit, but it didn’t seem to pe working 
for Aries on this night. 

Samoa Joe repeatedly foiled Aries” attempts to 
overpower him and had dominated most of the 


match. ROH fans had witnessed \it many times over 


the past 21 months against an array of world-class 
challengers, including. Masato Tanaka, Doug Wil- 
liams, Paul London, Low-Ki, and the man he defeated 
for the title way back on March 23,'2003, the unpopu- 
lar Xavier. Then there were the title defenses ‘in late- 


2004 that helped Samoa.Joe’s reign become an 
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creased force. ve 4 Ss . 
“But that-was the first 
indication ‘this night 
might turn out differently 
for Samoa Joe. Austin © 
Aries, summoning all/his ~ 
strength, kicked out, ~~ 
The. “Philadelphia BY 
crowd did. a collective » 
‘double-take and galva- m 
nized its attention on ithe». 
action inside the “inde Al Wr 
though Joehad beona. a 
fairly Pores and ‘highly — % 
respected ere yy n, the 
fans sensed t tc hange 
was in the airman the j 
chilly, wind was. at Arie es). we 
back. ak 


ing. and chant 
= thing to red ath 158, : 
= the struggling Mila 
= a kee native. -  ~ Ios 
Aries slowly and steadily fought back; puttin 
moa Joe on the defensive with a strong” Das 
punches, kicks, and high-impact moves. » With Joe laid » 
out on the mat; Aries climbed to the. top t turnbuckle » 
and unleashed his patented 450 splash. He hit his tar- a 


“get with precision, but Joe escaped the pity ‘attempt. . 


Who said miracles were easy? na a 

» The champion ttied to regain his Triomentum: with 
apotffer one of his)signature moves, the) ‘muscle “a 
buster, but Aries reversed the attempt, 1 caught oe. 


witha front facelock, grabbed a handful ‘of tights, and 
lifted the big man for a brainbuster. , That elusive, ia 


frustrating, impossible brainbuster! His obsession ~ 


with the brainbuster, which had seemed ‘like a fool-~ 


> 


hardy strategy before, now seemed brilliant ... as 
doe’s 290 pounds were finally used against him— 
with all that weight spiriting the champion’s head 
and neck.into the mat with an even greater velocity. 
By the time Aries stood high upon his perch, ready 
to execuie the 450 splash, the noise was deafening. 
Aries went into the 450 with the speed of a spinning 
top, flattening Joe and.scoring the three-count, 

Never before had there been such an-eruption at a 
Ring of Honor event. The feverish reaction and cele- 
bration continued for more than 10 minutes. History 
was made at “Final Battle ll” as the Samoa Joe era 
came to aclose ... at least for the time being. 

“Hell, yeah, I'm angry tonight,” fumed Samoa Joe 
after the match. “No, | don’t have anything against 
Austin—no more than | did against Xavier, Daniel- 

_ son, or Punk. You saw how | went out of my way to 
congratulate him. But I'm damn angry at myself. I'm 
always angry when I lose. And when | get him in the 
ring again, it's going to be up to me whether I'm 
going to win.it or not. Remember, Aries, it’s up to 
me—not.you. Enjoy your time in the sun, you're a 
great athlete, you deserve it ... because it’s going to 
come to an end sooner instead of later.” 

The scene backstage was just as remarkable as 
the crowd-reaction inside the arena. One by one, each 
ROH wrestler showed his respect to the new champi- 
on. Friends gave him a hug, some of his foes offered 
modest handshakes or a brief touch of the knuckles. 
Everyone was in a. good mood—and, unfortunately, it 
all seemed to come at Samoa Joe’s expense. 

“He definitely shouldn’t look at it that way,” said 
Aries between breaths. “I understand that all champi- 
ons want itto last forever. But Samoa Joe’s done 
something remarkable. He was a major champion for 
‘21 months. Maybe that wasn’t a big deal for Bruno 
Sammartino or even.Hulk Hogan, but today, that’s a 
huge-deal. I’m proud just to be a part of that, espe- 
cially part of the closing chapter, so to speak. I'd be 
thrilled with half of Samoa Joe’s reign.” 

Some would fault Aries for not aiming higher. But 
Aries is absolutely correct that.,he should be very 
proud just tovend that incredible:21-month reign. 
What made Aries’ victory even more remarkable is 
the fact that it came out of nowhere. Someone with 
an international reputation, like Bryan Danielson, or 
someone who had already pushed Joe to the limit, 
like C.M. Punk, would have been considered more 
likely to dethrone him. 


e Aries stood high upon his perch, ready to execute — 
plash, the noise was deafening. Aries went into the 
450 with the speed of a spinning top, flattening Joe and 
scoring the three-count. Never before had there been such an 
eruption at a Ring of Honor event. The feverish reaction 2 
celebration continued for more than 10 


But Joe should have 
known better. After all, 
Aries first:gained promi- 
nence in the 2004 ECWA 
Super 8, where he defeat- 
ed Shawn (Khosrow) Dai- 
vari and current ROH 
“4 pure champion John 

th the 450 splash. Although Aries’ 
heart and determination weren’t enough to overcome 
the wily Christopher Daniels in the tournament final, 
his reputation skyrocketed on the indy scene: 

“Believe me, no one should have underestimat- 
ed Austin Aries,” said Danielson, who lost to Ar- 
ies in.an epic best-of-three-falls match on August 
7, 2004. “Yeah, you get to know a guy when you 
wrestle him for almost 80 minutes. | could've told 
Joe how tough Aries is. Wasn't anybody paying at- 
tention? He beat me. That should’ve been eneuan 
to set off the alarm bells. 

“One thing against Aries, though, is his size. ‘The 
secret to Joe’s success was that he was such a big 
guy but was as technically sound as any of the 
smaller guys. Aries doesn’t go into every match with 
a height and weight advantage: That means all you 


Although he’s not very big, Aries does have speed, agility, and 
endurance to spare. Well, all those and a very large repertoire 
of holds and moves, many of which he employed against Joe. 
Still, even a 10-month reign will be a challenge. 


have to do is outwrestle him, which is tough enough. 
! don’t know about everybody else, but that’s what | 
plan on doing.” 

Despite all the challengers now hunting for him, 
the fourth Ring of Honor champion is determined to 
show. as much tenacity and pride as his predecessor. 
Aries is fully aware that it will very difficult to surpass 
Samoa Joe's reign of 21 months. Even a reign of 10 
months and two weeks wouldn't be so bad. Oo 
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By Dan Murphy 


he'll tell you it’s always best to let sleeping 
dogs lie. 

And the bigger the dog, the more carefully you 
tread, because no one—not even the most grizzled 
and brave dog catcher—wants to get on the wrong 
side of a cranky Rottweiler. 

The Big Show is easily the biggest dog in the 
Smackdown yard. But all too often, his demeanor 
has been less angry pit bull and more domesticated 
Saint Bernard. Yeah, he’s big and he has sharp teeth, 
but more often than not, his bite hasn’t backed up 
his bark. Sometimes he hasn't even bothered to bark 
very loudly. 

But just try telling that to John Bradshaw Layfield 
and Kurt Angle. 

In recent months, The Big Show has become the 
rabid juggernaut you would expect a 500-pound man 
standing 7’2” to be from the get-go. Angle first forced 
The Big Show’s inner dog out when he fired a tran- 


A SK ANYONE INVOLVED in animal control, and 


The Big Show hasn't gotten in JBL’s face of late because of the 
gold belt strapped around his waist. He’s done it because JBL 
has made him very, very angry. So have others. You don’t want 
to wrestle Show when he’s angry. 
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If the goal of JBL and Kurt Angle was to throw Show off his game by 
messing with the lovely Joy Giovanni, that plan backfired. Show is a lot 
more beatable when he’s calm and cool. 


quilizer dart deep into his flesh and shaved his head 
a few weeks prior to No Mercy 2004. Despite losing 
that pay-per-view match, Angle continued to antago- 
nize Show, even conspiring with John Bradshaw 
Layfield to orchestrate the kidnapping of Show’s new 
diva friend, Joy Giovanni. 

What Angle and Layfield don’t seem to realize is 
that The Big Show is a far more dangerous competi- 
tor when he’s angry. The patient, in-control, methodi- 
cal approach doesn’t work for him. Because he is 
angry, The Big Show has become one of the 
Smackdown brand's most popular competitors and 
is a threat to any title he pursues. 

If this is what Show is like when he’s angry, why 


Orlando Jordan has taken enough abuse from Show (above left and above right) to realize it proba- 
ly wasn’t a good for JBL and his Cabinet to mess with the big man at all. 


_ can’t he stay angry all the time? 

Just imagine if this version of The Big Show 
_ was the Show we had known all along. Instead 
of clowning around as The Showster and 
Showkishi, the big man could have been domi- 
nating Steve Austin and The Rock. Instead of 
wasting time in ill-conceived tag teams along- 
| side Spike Dudley and the WWE version of the 
NWO, Show could have been building a legacy 
as the most dominant world champion in 
wrestling history. 

“There’s no question that The Big Show is a 
much beiter wrestler when he’s motivated, and 
nothing quite motivates him like anger,” said, 
Hank Gilberti, a frequent sparring partner of 
Show’s. “But remember, he’s out there 
wrestling at least three or four times a week, 
four weeks a month, 12 months a year. It can 
be hard to sustain an emotion like anger over a 
long period like that, especially with all the travel and 
everything else bogging you down. It’s hard to stay 
motivated if your primary motivation is anger.” 

Maybe part of The Big Show's problem is the 10- 
year contact he signed with WWE in 1998. That huge 
contract gives The Big Show a level of job security 
that is almost unheard of in the wrestling world. 
When you’re making guaranteed money, regardless 
of whether you win or lose, what motivates you to 
win? 

“| think Paul Heyman did a fantastic job of har- 
nessing The Big Show’s inner anger and channeling 
that emotion into championships,” said WWE expert 
Thomas Pilliard. “Under Heyman, The Big Show was 
beating guys like 
Angle, The Under- 
ty _ taker, and Brock Les- 
nar. Heyman gave 
_ Show the focus to be 
a dominant world 
champion and a domi- 
nant U.S. champion. 
Some people say 
there’s no need for 
managers in wrestling 
these days, but | think 
Show’s experience 
_ shows just how im- 
_ portant a good man- 
ager can be.” 

It has become 
trendy in recent years 
for fans to knock The 
Big Show, and there 
are some people who 
will always refuse to 
give Show the respect 
he deserves because 


Angle was hardly a fresh opponent for Show when they started 
feuding back in the fall. But he hadn’t really faced Show at his 
most furious before. He didn’t know how to handle him. 


they think his size opened doors for him that other- 
wise would have remained closed. Let's face it: Any 
wrestler who refuses to give Show his proper 
respect is jealous, plain and simple. So what if he 
doesn’t have many fancy 
moves at his disposal! So 
what if he doesn’t have a 
chiseled physique! The Big 
Show has beaten more top 
stars than almost anyone 
else in wrestling. The only 
thing that hurts his legacy 
is his inconsistency. 

So is this latest burst of 
fury—and success—a new 
beginning for The Big 
Show? Or once his thirst 
for revenge is sated, will he 
slip back into complacen- 
cy? Will the big dog curl up 
with his bone and go back 
to sleep? 

“ve known Show for a 
lot of years now, and I’ve 
never seen the big guy as 
ticked off as he has been 
recently,” said Smack- 
down color commentator 
Tazz. “| think this goes 
much deeper than him just 
wanting to get back at 


_ championship gold. The Bic 


Show didn’t seem all that motivated against John Cena or 
all that angry last year at WrestleMania. Surprise, surprise 
... he ended up losing the U.S. title. 


revenge are much stronger 
than the drive for 


Show's anger has given 
him the motivation he has 
lacked at times in the past. 

If he can keep his inner 

fury at a slow boil, Show 

might be on his way to 
becoming the dominant 


force he has always had the 


potential to be.” 


Angle for cutting his hair or messing with Joy. | 
think this is a case where you have a world-class 
wresiler turning up his nose at Show. Angle repre- 
sents everyone who says Show is just a big novel- 
ty act and doesn't give him 
credit for his abilities. It’s 
bad enough to be dissed like 
that, but for Angle to go and 
try to run him down in front 
of Joy, that’s just low. 

“Show is on a mission to 
get the respect he deserves,” 
Tazz continued. “I don’t think 
anyone’s ever going to take 
Show lightly again.” 

When it comes to motiva- 
tion, a hunger for respect and 
a thirst for revenge are much 
stronger than the drive for 
_ championship gold. The Big 
Show’s anger has given him 
the motivation he has lacked 
at times in the past. If he can 
keep his inner fury at a slow 
boil, Show might be on his 
way to becoming the domi- 
nant force he has always had 
_ the potential to be. 

And he has Angle and 
JBL to thank for not lettin 
him lie. 
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By Harry Burkett 


Since TNA's in- 
ception, the Jarretts and everyone in 
the front office realized that if they 
were going to be successful, it would 
be against all odds. That seemed to 


be an appropriate title for TNA’s pay- 
per-view on February 13. Without the 
burden of producing weekly PPVs, 
however, TNA has delivered some 
impressive monthly events that have 


Many feared the worst from a Jeff Jarrett-Kevin Nash main event at TNA’s Against All 


Odds PPV, but it turned out to be a solid match. The quality of recent TNA PPVs has 
more people feeling optimistic about the company’s future. 
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been very well received by the wres- 
tling community. 

Why? It’s because the X division, 
as usual, provided some Match of the 
Year candidates at Final Resolution 
(A.J. Styles winning the X title from 
Petey Williams) and especially at 
Against All Odds (Styles successfully 
defending the belt against Chris- 
topher Daniels in a sensational 30- 
minute “Ironman” match that was ex- 
tended a few extra minutes because 
it originally ended in a 1-1 tie). Critics 
weren't quite as excited by the main 
events of both pay-per-views (NWA 
champ Jeff Jarrett vs. Monty Brown, 
and Jarrett vs. Kevin Nash, respec- 
tively), but Jarrett-Nash did turn out 
better than most expected, as many 
felt Nash turned in his best perfor- 
mance in years in a losing effort to 
the NWA heavyweight champion. 

But are these solid pay-per-views 
enough to keep TNA in business? 
While the monthly PPVs have been 
the first TNA ventures to actually turn 
profits, they aren’t generating enough 
revenue to sustain the entire compa- 
ny, which must pay for its weekly TV 
time on Fox Sports Net. If TNA can 
open another revenue stream, or— 
against all odds—gain greater expo- 
sure for its pay-per-views (which is 
possible given the quality of these 
recent shows), then the company 
might be in decent shape in time for 
its third anniversary show in June. 


How 
will WrestleMania 21 end up compar- 
ing to all of the great WrestleManias 
of yesteryear? That's hard to say, but 
it's a safe bet that WrestleMania 21 
will be reminiscent of glitzier Wres- 
tleManias of the 1980s, when actors, 
actresses, and musical acts were as 
big a part of wrestling’s premier ex- 
travaganza as the wrestlers. 

While there weren't scheduled to 
be any actresses doing atrocious 
color commentary (as former Kate & 
Allie star Susan St. James did at 
WrestleMania II) or any football play- 
ers embarrassing wrestlers in the ring 
(as Lawrence Taylor did to Bam Bam 
Bigelow at WrestleMania XI), the 
“WrestleMania Goes Hollywood” 


theme almost guaranteed there 
would be a fair share of celebrities at 
the Staples Center in Los Angeles. 

The hype was in full gear at press 
time. In 2003, WWE took the un- 
precedented step of hyping Wrestle- 
Mania XX throughout the summer, 
fall, and winter, and straight through 
March 2004. Although Vince Mc- 
Mahon probably planned that ex- 
tended campaign for WrestleMania 
XX, the enormous success of that 
event—and the fact that it was one 
of the few financial bright spots for 
WWE in 2004—no doubt convinced 
him that WrestleMania 21 could en- 
dure the same hype. 

As we went to press, the “Road 
To WrestleMania” tour was already 
underway. The 11-week tour began 
on January 21 and was slated to 
make stops at 11 major malls and 
host viewing parties until the traveling 
fan festival was put in park on 
Sunday, April 3. Quite appropriately, 
the tour began at the Stamford Town 
Center, located in WWE's hometown 
of Stamford, Connecticut, and was to 
end at the Fox Hills Mall in Culver 
City, California, on April 2. 

Because of the success of previ- 
ous Fan Axxess festivals tradition- 
ally held on WrestleMania week- 
ends, WWE decided that a nation- 
wide tour would not only be prof- 
itable, but would also be a great 
way to promote WrestleMania 21. 
Hillbilly Jim, who became the 
spokesperson for Coliseum Video 
after his brief in-ring career in the 
1980s, is still on staff with WWE ina 
public relations capacity and ap- 
peared at the two-day events. Todd 
Grisham attended some of the festi- 
vals at the play-by-play booth, and 
rotating array of WWE superstars 
also made appearances. Attractions 
included memorabilia displays, 
video games, a Hall of Fame exhibi- 
tion, autograph signings, question- 
and-answer sessions, and large 
video presentations. 

As usual, WWE planned to partici- 
pate in some charity functions, spec- 
ifically its “Circle Of Champions” pro- 
gram, in which children with life- 
threatening illnesses are able to meet 


their favorite superstars. 
Also at the events, limited 
edition Hillbilly Jim action 
figures were sold, with the 
revenue being contributed 
to various wish agencies. 


WWE executive and Raw 
broadcaster Jim Ross re- 
cently enjoyed a very spe- 
cial day in Oklahoma City. 
That’s when Governor 
Brad Henry proclaimed 
Monday, January 24, 2005 
as “Jim Ross Day” through- 
out the state, honoring his 
achievements in wrestling 
and even his popular 
cookbooks, which brought 
attention to down-home 
Oklahoma cooking. 

The special day coincided with the 
first time Raw emanated from the 
Ford Center in Oklahoma City. In 
fact, it was Gary Desjardins, the 
manager of the Ford Center, who 


that night. 


“Jim Ross Day” in Oklahoma was 
an all-around good day for WWE’s 
top broadcaster. Triple-H and Ric 
Flair only put a mild damper on it 
when they confronted him on Raw Ma. Save for a 


presented the 
proclamation to 
Ross before the 
Raw telecast. 
Incredibly, 
WWE's creative 
gurus didn’t try to 
completely em- 
barrass Ross in 
front of his family 
and friends by 
having him beat- 
en to a bloody 
pulp or trying to 
get him to join the 
“Kiss My Ass” 
club, as they usu- 
ally do when Raw 
airs from Oklaho- 


confrontation with 
Triple-H and Ric 
Flair in the ring, believe it or not, 
they allowed good ol’ J.R. to savor 
most of his special day. 
Vince McMahon must have a 
heart after all. 


WWE Stockwatch 


(For the period of January 1 to February 15, 2005) 
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TV breakdown 


January 10: 3.8 
January 17: 3.8 
January 24: 3.8 
January 31: 4.0 
February 7: 3.7 
February 14: 3.9 


January 13: 3.8 
January 20: 3.6 
January 27: 3.3 
February 3: 3.4 
February 10: 3.4 


January 8: 0.6 
January 15: 0.4 
January 22: 0.4 
January 29: 0.4 
February 5: 0.5 
February 12: 0.6 


January 9: 0.5 
January 16: 0.5 
January 23: 0.5 
January 30: 0.6 
February 6: 0.5 
February 13: 0.6 


January 9: 0.9 
January 16: 0.9 
January 23: 0.8 
January 30: 0.8 
February 6: 0.4 
February 13: 0.7 
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Analysis: Is WWE on the verge of anointing its next megastar? According to all the important 
people in WWE, from Vince and Linda McMahon to the marketing staff, the bottom line is the num- 
bers. And, judging by the numbers, Raw is the more healthy franchise in WWE right now, thanks in 
large part to the compelling storyline involving Triple-H and Batista. When will Batista finally knock 
the Raw champ senseless and walk out of Evolution? That very question helped drive Raw’s overall 
ratings to a consistent 3.8 throughout January, peaking at 4.0 on January 31. As long as storylines 
involving Batista continue to pull those kinds of numbers, Batista has a chance to be WWE’s biggest 
star since Steve Austin or The Rock. The February 7 show, taped in Saitama, Japan, two nights ear- 
lier, scored a surprisingly low 3.7, despite the high energy level at the live event. 


Analysis: The paradox continues. Although Raw is usually considered the better show, with 
more action and top tier superstars, Smackdown’s numbers aren’t that much lower than Raw’s, 
considering that broadcast ratings points represent more households than cable ratings points. 
Slowly but surely, John Bradshaw Layfield is earning a grudging respect from even his harshest 
critics as WWE Smackdown champion. One bad sign that Smackdown isn’t doing so well, however, 
is that as soon as the buildup toward the Royal Rumble was over, its numbers slipped a bit as it 
headed toward its exclusive pay-per-view, No Way Out. General Manager Theodore Long’s an- 
nouncement that Batista would be present at JBL’s title defense against The Big Show inside a 
barbed-wire steel cage was bound to help that pay-per-view’s numbers, though. 


Analysis: Velocity’s ratings have dropped slightly during this period. While the edition of 
Velocity taped in Japan (February 12) was the most exciting in months, it resulted in a ratings 
boost of just one-tenth of a point. On a sidenote, new play-by-play announcer Steve Romero has 
an air of professionalism about him, which has been lacking in some WWE announcers as of 
late, but he must figure out the difference between a suplex and a powerslam. Meanwhile, Akio 
continues to be the king of Velocity. 


Analysis: Undoubtedly, Todd Grisham and Ivory can’t wait for spring to arrive, so they can 
trade their earmuffs and frosty noses for sunny Sunday mornings in Central Park. WWE’s Raw- 
Smackdown hybrid show continues to do a nice job mixing in mostly matches with only a few 
out-of-the-ring segments. Experience’s ratings are no better than Velocity’s, however. Having a 
WWE superstar join Grisham and Ivory for some programs might be a way to boost those num- 
bers a little bit at least. 


Analysis: Val Venis’ meteoric plunge is mystifying. Although Venis was relegated almost ex- 
clusively to Heat several months ago, he could take solace in the fact that he’s always in the 
main events, right? Wrong. That inevitably means that he’s on the losing end, as he was in a re- 
cent bout against Shelton Benjamin for the Intercontinental title, which he once held. As expect- 
ed, Super Bow! XXX!1X—featuring the New England Patriots vs. the Philadelphia Eagles—blew 
out the February 6 edition of Heat. 
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By Jason Langin 


Can you imagine Jesse Ventura running for President in 2008 with this man, Steve 
“Mongo” McMichael, as his running mate? If they won, everyone would want to make sure 
Ventura was guarded closely everywhere he went. 
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WAS WATCHING the Wrestle- 

Mania XX DVD the other day. It 

was a pretty good event from start 
to finish, but | have to admit | was a 
little let down by the crowd. 

I'm a native New Yorker, so | can 
say this: The fans at Madison Square 
Garden are too smart for their own 
good. They ruined what could have 
been a passable match between Bill 
Goldberg and Brock Lesnar. And 
they were uninvolved in any match in 
which no title was on the line. It was a 
fairly lackluster crowd at times. But 
there was one thing | thought they 
got right. 

At one point during the show, 
Jesse Ventura, who had been induct- 
ed into the WWE Hall of Fame the 
night before, came out with a micro- 
phone and said something about the 
need for there to be a wrestler in the 
White House in 2008. | don’t think 
“The Body” got the response he was 
seeking. A few pity claps maybe, but 
that’s about all. 

Let’s be serious for a moment. | 
love Jesse Ventura. He was a great 
part of wrestling in his day and one 
of the best announcers of all-time. | 
also completely respect what he 
has done for politics. | have always 
felt that it was necessary for third 
parties to make important contribu- 
tions to our system of government. 
Ventura is very bright, down-to- 
earth, and likable. 

But this is the presidency of the 
United States we’re talking about. 
The person in charge of all of our 
Armed Forces. The person who 
makes decisions on the budget, laws, 
education—all important things! | 
think the New York crowd held back 
their applause for one good reason: 
They couldn't believe that Ventura 
was serious. 

If he is, however, there is a dilem- 
ma. What would happen if there were 
people out there (most likely the 
same people who voted for Mick 
Foley in Time magazine’s Man of the 
Year polling a few years back) who 
did vote for “The Body”? 

And what if he won? With what 
types of decision-makers would 
Ventura surround himself? What bril- 


liant minds would he 
choose to lead the na- 
tion through the next four 
to eight years of the 21st 
century? Well, why not 
select some other 
retired—or almost re- 
tired—wrestlers! (Hey, if 
you're going to do it, go 
all out!) Let's get to the 
possibilities. 

President: Steve 
McMichael. The only 
real job the VP has is to 
back up the President 
in the event of ... you 
know, the unthinkable. 
So the VP is basically a 
person that gets a lot of 
credit for doing a lot of 
nothing. Who could be 
better for that job than 
“Mongo,” a man with no 
wrestling credentials 
who was given a spot in 
the illustrious Four 
Horsemen and a U.S. 
championship run to 
boot! Hey, he could carry around 
Ventura’s briefcase, because we 
know he is good at that. (And per- 
haps he could use it to knock some 
sense into a few of those foreign 
dignitaries.) 

Secretary of Agriculture: Henry 
Godwin. | thought of Hillbilly Jim 
first because of the good public rela- 
tions he might generate, but | 
couldn’t remember if Jim and his 
family were actually involved in the 
farming industry. Henry O. Godwinn 
(not Phineas—you never know 
when he might revert to worshipping 
Satan or running around naked), 
however, was a noted hog farmer 
and would be able to relate to the 
agricultural community. 

Secretary of Labor: Duke “The 
Dumpster’ Droese. Another man who 
truly understands the plight of the 
middle-class workers. 

Secretary of Commerce: Ted 
DiBiase. \f the unemployment rate 
increased under Ventura’s watch, 
“The Million-Dollar Man” could simply 
offer people $100 a pop to kiss his 
sweaty feet. This could clearly be a 


If you need to choose a secretary of agriculture, why not pick a hog 
farmer? It would make sense to an ex-wrestler. And who’s the most 
famous wrestling hog farmer? None other than Henry O. Godwinn. 


program on the same level as 
Roosevelt's Civilian Conservation 
Corps. Everyone has a price for the 
secretary of commerce. 

Secretary of Defense: Hacksaw 
Duggan. American flag in one hand, 
two-by-four in the other. That’s the 
way to defend the country, tough guy! 
Hoooooo! 

Secretary of Education: Roddy 
Piper. Who better to lead the youth of 
American into the next generation 
than “Hot Rod”! Plus, if Piper couldn’t 
whip our kids into shape with his edu- 
cation reforms, he might just whip a 
few of them with his belt. 

“Secretary Piper, could you let 
us know what you intend to do for 
our nation?” 

“lam here to chew bubble gum 
and raise SAT scores, and I'm all 
out of bubble gum!” 

Secretary of Health and Human 

Abdullah the Butcher. The 
perfect model for clean living 
habits, physical fitness, and charity 
to mankind. 

Director of Homeland Security: 
Sgt. Slaughter. This former-patriot- 


turned-evil-lragi-turncoat- 
turned-patriot-again would be 
the perfect man for this job. 
He knows all of the inside 
secrets of many Middle 
Eastern nations thanks in 
part to his association with 
military masterminds Gen. 
Adnan and Col. Mustafa. 
Secretary of Energy: 


Bomb. “Secretary Bomb, 
would you please remove 
those goggles?” 

“’m sorry, Mr. Speaker, | 
cannot do that. Ladies and 
gentlemen of the Senate, | 
ask you to sign this bill in an 
effort to stop dumping nu- 
clear waste. Do we really 
want our children, your chil- 
dren as well as mine, to look 
like ... this?!” Shrieks from 
the audience when he re- 
moved his goggles to reveal 
those freakish yellow eyes 
scarred forever from that 
awful day on Three Mile 
Island would surely follow. 
True leadership by example. 

Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development: New Jack. Scary 
thought. 

Secretary of the Treasury: Bobby 
Heenan. If we need to keep our wal- 
lets tight in keeping with the federal 
budget, who better to keep them 
shut than “The Brain”? As Gorilla 
Monsoon said, “Long arms and 
deep pockets!” 

Secretary of State: Steve Austin. 
You know it would be great. 
“Secretary Austin, we cannot ac- 
cept your country’s generous gift of 
federal aid.” 

“Well, if you don’t want the damn 
money, you stupid *$#@, you can 
take your little country and go to 
hell!” Stunner! “And that’s the bot- 
tom line, ‘cause Secretary Stone- 
Cold said so!” 

Secretary of Veterans Affairs: 

A true wrestling 
hero watching over the lives of real 
living heroes. That one makes per- 
fect sense. 

Stranger things have happened. 
See you at the polls in 2008. CO 
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OMEBODY MUST HAVE en- 
joyed the sight of Triple-H, John 
Bradshaw Layfield, Eddie Guer- 
rero, and Rhyno snapping their fin- 
gers, prancing and dancing around, 
and belting out a few vocals while 
doing a takeoff of West Side Story. 
Yes, somebody must have thought it 
was a clever idea to have these 


By Harry Burkett 


rough-and-tough WWE superstars 
put on bad hairpieces, don greaser 
leather jackets, and slip out of char- 
acter for a commercial promoting the 
Royal Rumble. 

Not me. But don’t misunderstand 
what I’m saying. Broadway singers 
and dancers are among the most tal- 
ented people on the planet, and 


Remember the red shirts vs. blue shirts free-for-all we saw on the night of the draft lottery 
last March? That’s what Harry Burkett would like to see when Raw wrestlers clash with 
Smackdown wrestlers, not some West Side Story takeoff! 
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there’s nothing wrong with a good 
musical ... when someone drags you 
to see a live show ... when there’s 
nothing else on TV ... or when you're 
trying to drive someone else out of 
the room. And, of course, many 
showbiz performers—those who sing 
and dance at least—are as physically 
fit as some wrestlers. 

Yet that’s no reason to make 
WWE superstars do show tunes. | 
know what the advertising geniuses 
were thinking: What better way to 
generate attention for the Royal 
Rumble than to have the wrestlers go 
completely against type, abandon 
their macho images, and do some- 
thing totally against character, like a 
musical? Add that to the “West Coast 
Rumble” theme, hence West Side 
Story, and the entire “WrestleMania 
21 Goes Hollywood” campaign, then 
you have a sure winner. Right? 

Wrong. Sure, the concept was 
clever and, from a creative and pro- 
duction standpoint, very well done. | 
wouldn't be surprised if it won some 
kind of award from the Hollywood 
community. Heck, | bet fans of musi- 
cals would get a kick out of it. But this 
Royal Rumble commercial proved a 
truism: The clever thing to do isn’t al- 
ways the smart thing to do. 

WWE really lost focus of its target 
audience on this one. From just a 
credibility standpoint, are we sup- 
posed to believe that Triple-H and 
Chris Benoit set aside their differ- 
ences so they could click their fingers 
together and dance in unison? Are we 
supposed to believe that Eddie Guer- 
rero was willing to forgive JBL, the 
man who stole his title and caused his 
mother to have a heart attack, long 
enough for them to do a dance num- 
ber? Are we supposed to believe that 
Rhyno didn’t want to snatch that stu- 
pid wig off his head and exclaim, “I’m 
not doin’ this crap!”? 

| suppose we have to believe it. 
After all, it's there on tape. But that 
makes some people wonder ... may- 
be Triple-H’s sledgehammer really 
didn’t hurt Benoit that bad ... maybe 
Mamacita Guerrero’s heart attack 
wasn’t that severe ... and maybe 
Rhyno is just a wuss. Sure, | would 


agree that Rhyno’s willing- 
ness to perform in such a 
commercial proves that 
he’s secure in his man- 
hood. The fact that Rhyno 
is dancing in a musical 
doesn’t make him any 
less of a man. But it cer- 
tainly makes him radically & 
different from the grunting, 
snarling “manbeast” he 
portrays on WWE TV. 
This is the same prob- 
lem | have with many of 
the vignettes airing to pro- 
mote WrestleMania 21. 
The Braveheart parody 
with Triple-H and Ric Flair, 
production-wise and cre- 
atively, was excellently 
done. | busted out laugh- 


ing when Flair came into their Braveheart spoof. 


the picture, guiding Triple- 

H on a donkey and still telling the 
champ he was number one. Think 
about this: Would Triple-H—the Raw 
champion you see on TV—ever 
agree to do a commercial in which he 
was thrown off a horse and made the 
butt of the joke? Of course not. Now, 
| can understand why Triple-H would- 
n't mind doing the commercial, be- 
cause it demonstrates his range as a 
performer, both in wrestling and act- 
ing. But it just doesn’t jibe with “The 
Game” | see each week on TV. 

| know athletes make fun of them- 
selves all the time. I’ve seen those 
funny SportsCenter commercials. But 
for some reason, I’ve never gotten 
the sense that Triple-H is one of 
those people. 

Two decades ago, | had the same 
complaint when all of the WWF su- 
perstars gathered in a studio to tape 
a music video for “Land Of A Thous- 
and Dances,” which appeared on the 
original Wrestling Album. Each wres- 
tler was given a different line of the 
song, and it came together wonder- 
fully, but it really shattered my world. | 
couldn't believe all these hated ene- 
mies were co-existing for something 
as silly as a song. At least when Un- 
cle Elmer sang, “I don’t talk too good, 
but my pig talks a whole lot better,” 
Roddy Piper went berserk and start- 


ed destroying all the instruments. 

Maybe it’s because wrestling has 
become too corporate. Back in the 
territorial days, a guy like Bobby Dun- 
cum would walk onto the set of Geor- 
gia Championship Wrestling, |ook 
straight into the camera, and say he 
was there to take names and kick 
butt. Fans saw him as a rugged in- 
dividualist who decided, for whatev- 
er reason, to appear in Georgia. No 
one had the impression that promot- 
ers were behind his appearance. 
Now, when | see WWE superstars 
acting in these Braveheart and 
Basic Instinct parodies, |’m im- 
pressed—and almost alarmed—at 
how smoothly they do it. 

That’s another issue. Only a few 
years ago, | would have never used 
the term “WWE superstar.” To me, 
that’s nothing but a wrestler with a 
corporate shine. The WWE brand 
extension and talent drafts have also 
devalued these superstars as individ- 
uals, and they now seem like com- 
modities to be traded back and forth 
between the two brands. Even TNA 
wrestlers have taken on the role of 
corporate shill when warning their 
naughty fans to stop using illegal 
boxes and actually purchase the pay- 
per-views. Stan Hansen wouldn't 
have warned fans to do any such 


Triple-H is one of the most serious, rugged, and tough wrestlers in the world today. You can’t 
question that if you watch Raw every week, unless you happen to catch him and Ric Flair doing 


thing. It wasn’t his problem. 

Bret Hart said Vince McMahon 
treats wrestlers like circus animals. 
That seems to be true, but, even 
worse, most WWE superstars seem 
like corporate puppets willing to do 
anything—from joining the “Kiss My 
Ass” club to doing dance numbers— 
when their bosses pull the strings. 

Sometimes, though, a wrestler 
comes along and shows true inde- 
pendence. Fans usually embrace 
those types of wrestlers. Steve 
Austin, The Rock, and Bill Gold- 
berg were a few of those guys you 
might remember. | predict the next 
megastar will be someone who 
bucks the system and doesn’t come 
across as simply a pawn on the 
corporate chessboard. 

So, what will WWE do next to 
prove that its wrestlers are merely 
versatile performers? How about 
Muhammad Hassan doing a spoof, 
pretending to be G.|. Joe? Yeah, | 
suspect that would destroy any 
heat he has gained as the voice of 
Arab discontent. We must get back 
to the time when wrestlers were 
rugged individualists and masters 
of their own destinies. 

| don’t know about you, but if | see 
Batista licking his paws in a takeoff 
on Cats, I'll be tuning out. O 
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EVIN ADKISSON IS finally 
| Cae to terms with being a 
Von Erich. 

There was a time when Kevin Von 
Erich was one of the most well- 
known—and most beloved—wres- 
tlers in the country, his image gracing 
the covers of magazines and his 
matches televised nationally on 
ESPN. By the time he reached his 
mid-20s, he had scored non-title wins 
over NWA World heavyweight cham- 


Kevin Von Erich chats with former nemesis Jim Garvin at 
WrestleReunion in January. Kevin was willing to serve as 
special referee for the bout between Tully Blanchard and 
Jeff Jarrett, but not to actually wrestle. 
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* By Dan Murphy 


pions Ric Flair and Harley Race and 
headlined cards before tens of thou- 
sands of rabid fans. In their home- 
town of Denton and throughout the 
Dallas/Fort Worth area, he and his 
brothers were “A” list celebrities, 
superheroes whose triumphs in the 
ring were communally celebrated like 
Cowboys victories. 

And then came the tragedies. 
Brother David died of an intestinal 
inflammation in 1983. Mike commit- 
ted suicide in 1987. 
Youngest brother Chris 
also committed suicide 
in 1991. Kerry survived 
a horrible motorcycle 
accident, only to die by 
his own hand as well in 
1993. As for Kevin, his 
wrestling career came to 
a premature end after 
| he suffered a string of 
concussions. 

All of those tragedies, 
as well as the divorce of 
his mother and father, 
Doris and Fritz, and the 
death of his father in 
1997, took place on the 
public stage, which on- 
ly magnified Kevin's 
personal pain. He came 
to be Known as the sole 
surviving Von Erich, all 
his in-ring exploits virtu- 
ally forgotten, over- 
shadowed by the loom- 
ing headstones of his 
brothers. 

Understand this: The 
fans that came to love 
World Class Champi- 
onship Wrestling did so 


largely because it was an alternative 
to the NWA and WWF. The WCCW 
faithful could be compared to today’s 
Ring of Honor or ECW diehards. 
You don’t draw 43,517 fans to Tex- 
as Stadium, as the promotion did for 
the first David Von Erich Memorial 
Parade of Champions event in 1984, 
without building a huge, dedicated 
fan base. And for many of those 
fans, the Von Erichs were their 
down-home version of Ric Flair and 
Hulk Hogan. 

Only they were real flesh and 
blood, not cartoon superheroes or jet- 
riding playboys. And the family suf- 
fered like few others. 

Kevin Adkisson became the 
poster child for dysfunctional families, 
and it was hard for him to take. 

“God bless ’em for it, but everyone 
wants to feel sorry for me,” Von Erich 
told me over the telephone from his 
farm in Denton, Texas. He needed 
time to get away from things, so he 
moved his family to Costa Rica for a 
rather drastic change of scenery. 

“| just wanted to melt into that jun- 
gle and start over,” he said. 

But as his children began to grow 
up, he decided he wanted to enroll 
them in good Texas schools, so he 
returned home. Today, he raises 
Black Angus cattle completely natu- 
rally, with no pesticides and nothing 
artificial added to the mix. His son, 
Ryan, is a star running back on his 
high school football team who's com- 
ing off his second consecutive 1,000- 
yard season. Kevin positively gushes 
when he gets to talking about him. 

It was Kevin’s kids, specifically 
his two daughters, who put him 
back on the wrestling radar after all 
these years of relative obscurity. 
They convinced him to start releas- 
ing some of that old WCCW footage 
on a new line of DVDs, including the 
new Kevin Von Erich Presents: The 
Best Of The Von Erichs. 

They also introduced Dad—the 
barefoot country boy—to the Inter- 
net. Now an official Von Erich Web 
site is in the works. The site will fea- 
ture commentaries and chats with 
Kevin, downloadable matches, and 
Kevin’s personal workout tips (he 


always preferred resistance training 
to weight training and says you can 
get a great workout in a hotel room 
of all places if you just know what 
sorts of exercise to do.) 

“When you're lifting your own 
body weight, it’s better for your joints, 
your reflexes, and your overall sym- 
metrical build,” he said. 

While Kevin is looking forward to 
getting back in touch with his fans, 
he hasn't fully jumped onto the In- 
ternet bandwagon. 

“| could care less about the 
thing,” he said. “I just care about 
which way the wind is coming and 
when the next freeze is.” 


But that sole surviving Von Erich 
has enjoyed going back through all 
the old tapes and reliving his 
wrestling days, especially now that 
his children are old enough to ap- 
preciate what he and his brothers 
accomplished. 

“| look back on those days, and we 
had so much great talent down here,” 
he said. “I’m grateful for the whole 
thing ... | had all the fun | could.” 

But he always understood the 
nature of the business. 

“| always told the guys that wres- 
tling was a fast horse for a short dis- 
tance,” he said. “As good as things 
were, it wasn’t going to last forever. 


The sole surviving Von Erich (shown against Harley Race) and his fans have his children to 
thank for the fact that some of the glory days of Texas’ most famous wrestling family can 
now be relived on DVD. 


Luckily, | set some money aside ... 
After the concussions, and after | 
stopped having fun, | wanted to get 
out before that showed. And | did.” 

When it came time to choose the 
matches for the first DVD, Kevin 
selected some of his personal fa- 
vorites over the more well-known 
bouts. It wasn’t until later that he real- 
ized he and his brothers lost almost 
every match on the collection. It 
doesn’t matter now. The matches told 
great stories and showcased some of 
the great talents in the territory in 
addition to the Von Erichs. 

| asked Kevin if he’s finally com- 
ing out of his shell, his self-imposed 
exile from the wrestling business, 
and he paused. 

“Yeah, | guess | am,” he said, 
slowly. “I hadn’t thought about it that 
way. I’m just happy here, thankful 
to Jesus for all I’ve got, and pass- 
ing down some of the tapes to my 
children.” 

Maybe things have come full-circle 
for Kevin Von Erich. It’s all about the 
wrestling, and family, and good times. 

Thank God for that. O 
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You're at the airport. You see your favorite wrestler relaxing in one of the 
terminals. You rush up to him or her as questions fill your excited mind. 
There are certain things you just Haveto know about this person. Border City Wrestling senior official 
RUS ECP ePa Smet © Jeffrey Scott. He is by far the least 
athletically coordinated person in the 
world. After a year of trying to teach 
him, | gave him his money back and 
taught him to be a ref. 


[Laughs] Ever gone out to a bar, 
drank too much, and went home 
with a girl, and then woke up the 
next morning and realized what she 
looked like? That's wrestling Dusty. 


Yes, | am. They were a bargain! | got them for a dis- 
counted price because he was poor. | sold them to Disco | wear thongs. Wanna see a photo? 
Inferno for an inflated price because he’s an idiot. 


A higher standard of living, a lower crime rate, all- 
around better human beings, and most importantly, it's Jim Carrey because he’s Canadian. He’s the only 
not the U.S. one out of the three who knows he’s actually funny 
when he talks. 


Open for business. 

Anything coming from the White Trash Cafe in 
Nashville. With food like that, no wonder everyone 
there had no teeth. 


No, because | already have a visa. | don’t need 
citizenship. It’s like dating a girl without having to 
marry her. 


Pardon me, did you know I’m on national TV 
and the manager of champions? 


John Candy’s dead ... Chris Farley, John 
Belushi ... dead. I’d have to say Tom Cruise or me 
because there’s no one more entertaining than 
me. I'd like to see Reese Witherspoon try it, too. 


I'd moonsault the midget, hammer Tracy 
Brooks, and use the roulette wheel to take all of 
Raven and Disco's money. O 


HE TERM “LARGER than life” 

never seemed more appropri- 

ate than when it was used to 
describe Andre the Giant. 

For 20 years, “The Eighth Won- 
der Of The World” was wrestling’s 
biggest attraction, literally and figura- 
tively. Born Andre Rene Roussimoff 
in Grenoble, France, Andre had 
average-sized parents, but took after 
his enormous grandfather. By age 


Andre the Giant and boxer Chuck Wepner tried to intimidate each other in the weigh-in for their hyped 
wrestler vs. boxer match in 1976. Once the bell rang, Andre did all the intimidating. 
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12, he stood 6’3” and weighed 200- 
plus pounds. 

Andre was discovered by Ed- 
ouard Carpentier, who saw incred- 
ible potential in his rare mix of size 
and athletic ability. After training 
under Carpentier, he debuted in 
Montreal as Jean Ferre, competing 
mostly in handicap matches. After 
successfully touring Japan, Andre 
was signed by Vince McMahon Sr., 
who began booking the Giant (he 
was 6'11”, 450 pounds at this point) 
all over the world. Andre collected 
wins over some big names and was 


The Wrestling Observer 


In each issue, PA//will honor one member of the Wrestling Observer 
Hall of Fame, which we recognize as the sport's official Hall of Fame 


arguably the most popular wrestler 
of the 1970s and early-1980s. 

In a match that earned Andre 
huge mainstream attention, Andre 
destroyed boxer Chuck Wepner on 
June 25, 1976, at Shea Stadium on 
the undercard of the closed-circuit 
broadcast of the Muhammad Ali- 
Antonio Inoki clash. 

One of the most savage rival- 
ries of Andre’s career took place in 
the spring of 1981, when Killer Khan 
shattered his ankle. Andre re- 
turned from the injury and savaged 
Khan in a rematch. The Khan feud 
demonstrated that 
even though he 
was a genile gi- 
ant, Andre could 
become a jugger- 
naut if angered. 

Despite his 
amazing domi- 
nance in the ring, 
Andre didn’t win 
=] many champion- 

} ships, not that he 
| needed a title to be 
on the line to pique 
interest in his bouts. 
He did, however, 
win a few regional 
tag titles, including 
the Florida tag title 
with Dusty Rhodes 
and two MSG Tag 
League Tourna- 
ments (with Rene 
Goulet and Stan 
Hansen). 
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Seven years before they met in one of the biggest match- 
es of all-time, Andre and Hulk clashed at Shea Stadium. 
Despite missing this massive splash, the Giant won. 


When Vince McMahon ur. took 
the WWF national in the mid-1980s, 
Andre and Hulk Hogan were his two 
featured babyfaces. At Wrestle- 
Mania |, Andre defeated Big John 
Studd in a heavily promoted bodys- 
lam challenge. At ‘Mania II, he won 
a battle royal featuring wrestlers and 
NFL players. 

By the end of 1986, An- 
dre was becoming jealous 
of Hogan and frustrated by 
his own inability to secure a 
title shot. He shocked the 
world when he appeared 
with manager Bobby Hee- 
nan and challenged Hogan 
to a World title match at 
WrestleMania Ill. The 
dream match between 
Andre and Hogan drew 
93,173 fans to the Pontiac 
Silverdome, shattering U.S. 
attendance records. Hogan 
won after doing what many 
thought was impossible 
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giant. While now a 
hated wrestler, Andre 
won Critical praise as 
Fezzik the gentle giant 
in the 1987 film The 
Princess Bride. Andre’s 
comedic timing and 
good nature shined 
through. 

In the ring, Andre got 
revenge (and his only 
world title) on February 
5, 1988, beating Hogan 
with help from an im- 
postor referee in a 
| match that aired on 
* NBC in prime time. 
Andre sold the title to 
Ted DiBiase, resulting 
in the championship 
3 being vacated. 

Soon it became ob- 
vious that Andre’s 
health was failing. He 
continued to compete 
as a special attraction, 
even winning the WWF 
tag title with Haku in 
1989. Andre made sev- 
eral appearances in 
Japan in the early-1990s, including 
teaming with Giant Baba to beat 
WWF tag champs Demolition in a 
non-title bout. His last U.S. appear- 
ance came when he was honored at 
a 1992’s Slamboree, where he used 
metal braces to support himself. 

In January 1993, Andre returned 


SN 


For so many years, Andre was one of the most beloved wrestlers in the world. That’s why it 
was such a shock when he struck a deal with nefarious manager Bobby Heenan. It was all 


and bodyslamming the about finally winning the WWF World title. 


Killer Khan made the mistake of not 
just shattering Andre’s ankle in a 
match, but also making him very, very 
angry. Andre paid him back big time 
once his ankle healed. 


to France to attend his father’s fu- 
neral. He died of a heart attack him- 
self on January 27 at age 46. 

It seems like practically every 
wrestler has his own fond memories 
of Andre, just as every fan who saw 
him live vividly remembers his awe- 
some presence. He was one of 
wrestling’s great ambassadors, truly 
a household name. He was inducted 
into the Wrestling Observer Hall of 
Fame in 1996. O 
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UNDREDS OF FANS flocked to WrestleReunion in 
Tampa, Florida, on the weekend of January 28 to 
take part in a three-day event featuring more than 
80 stars from the past and present. The highlight of the 
weekend, co-promoted by and : 


, was a huge card that included many of the wres- 
tlers on hand. The weekend was truly a superfan’s 
dream come true, allowing close access to some of the 
greatest stars of the past 40 years, including 
, the brothers, 

, and 
The show marked one of the first public appear- 
ances of since his throat cancer 
surgery. Be sure to check out the August 2005 
issue of Inside Wrestling for a detailed account 
of this historic weekend. 

NWA Florida standouts and 

have signed three-year contracts with 
| World Wrestling Entertainment. The identical 
twins have held several regional tag team titles 
} as well as the NWA tag team title. They have 
already reported to Ohio Valley Wrestling. 

Will Xtreme Pro Wrestling be making a 
comeback? Maybe. The obscenity case against 
Extreme Associates, owned by XPW head 

(a.k.a. ) and wife 

(a.k.a. ), has been dis- 
missed by a federal judge in Pittsburgh. The 
duo was facing 10 counts of distributing ob- 
scene material depicting violence against 
women through the U.S. mail. The judge dis- 
missed the case, stating that federal statutes 
that ban the distribution of obscene materials 
illegally infringe on the constitutional rights of 
people to possess them. 

resurfaced recently to partake in a 
wrestling show in Seoul, South Korea. The 
NWA Mid-Atlantic show drew about 4,000 fans 
and featured NWA heavyweight champion 

, X division champion 2 
, and 

show also included former WWE stars 

s , and .. In other NWA 
news, Championship Wrestling has severed ties 
with NWA Blue Ridge ... This year’s edition of 
the NWA anniversary show and convention will 
take place in Nashville, Tennessee, on October 
7 and 8. Plans are being made to invite every 
living NWA World champion to the convention, 


. The 


What fan ever thought he’d see Ted DiBiase and “Dr. Death” Steve Wil- 
liams together again? They were just two of the many wrestling legends 
in Tampa for WrestleReunion. 
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according to NWA Vice President 
In an amazing feat of endurance, legends 
and wrestled 


to a 30-minute draw at an NWA Spinebuster Cham- 
pionship Wrestling show in Valdosta, Georgia ... The 
American Wrestling Association is growing as a territo- 
rial group once again. Stars & Stripes Championship 
Wrestling is the latest to join the group of promotions 
that work together as AWA affiliates, much in the 
same manner as the NWA operates ... 

is the new Impact Zone Wrestling women’s champion. 
Former champ was unable to defend the title 
within the 30-day limit, so IZW officials deemed the 
winner of the January 18 Del Ray- match to 
be the new champ. 

In television news, t } 

, and were featured on 
TLC’s A Makeover Story in January. The foursome 
received professional fashion makeovers from the show 
... The IWF’s and were 
also seen on NBC Telemundo Television's A/ Rojo Vivo 
... Look for and in an upcom- 
ing Svedka Vodka commercial. 

QUICK TITLE CHANGES: Steel Rage Pro Wres- 
tling, Sapulpa, OK, January 30: defeat- 
ed hardcore champion for the title ... 
United Wrestling Federation, Dallas, TX, January 30: 

and defeated and 
to win the vacant tag team championship ... 
NWA Pro Wrestling Express, McKeesport, PA, Jan- 
uary 29: pinned to win the 
vacant Three Rivers title in a tournament final ... Ex- 
treme Canadian Championship Wrestling/NWA 
Pacific Northwest, Vancouver, British Columbia, 
January 29: won an extreme rumble rules 
battle royal to win the heavyweight title ... World of Hurt 
Wrestling, Hudson Falls, NY, January 28: 
and defeated 

to win the vacant tag team title ... 

feated to win the hardcore title ... 
defeated to win the heavyweight 
tile ... Gateway Championship Wrestling, Overland, 
MO, January 28: beat light heavyweight 
champion to win the title ... Jersey All 

Pro Wrestling, Rahway, NJ, January 23: 
defeated tag champs 

to win the title ... Professional 
Championship Wrestling, Arlington, TX, January 22: 
won a three-way match against cruiser- 


and 
de- 


weight champ and to win the title ... 
and beat tag champs 
and to win the belts ... Champion- 


ship Wrestling, Kingsport, TN, January 22: 
and defeated tag team champi- 
ons and in a ladder 
match to win the title ... American Pro Wrestling, 
Spartanburg, SC, January 22: pinned 
to win the Carolinas title ... All Star Cham- 
pionship Wrestling, Charlotte, NC, January 22: 
defeated Slam TV champion 


fae: a 


Texas standout Seth Shai outlasted Lenny Lane and John Allen to 
win the New Age Wrestling Alliance-Dallas/Fort Worth heavy- 
weight title recently. 


to win the belt ... IWA Flash Fire, Hartwell, 
GA, January 22: won a battle royal 
for the vacant Internet title ... defeated U.S. 


champ to win the title ... defeat- 
ed ; j 
and in an eight-man elimination match to 


win the heavyweight title ... ACPW, Clinton, NC, Jan- 
uary 22: won a three-way match over 
and to become the inaugural 
heavyweight champion ... Independent Wrestling 
Federation, West Paterson, NJ. January 21: 
won a fatal four-way match against heavy- 
weight champ ; , and 
to win the title ... Border City Wrestling, 
Oldcastle, Ontario, January 21: defeated 
TV champ to win the title ... World of Hurt 
Wrestling, Schenectady, NY, January 21: 
won a battle royal to win the Free For All title 
... Blue Water Championship Wrestling, Gaylord, MI, 


January 19: and beat 
and to win the vacant tag 
team title ... beat to win the inaugur- 


al Xtreme Bombshells champ ... Impact Zone Wres- 
tling, Tempe, AZ, January 18: defeated tag 
team champs in a best-of-three-falls 
match to win the title ... New Age Wrestling Alliance, 
Arlington, TX, January 16: won the NAWA- 
DFW heavyweight title in a three-way match against 


champion and ... Palmetto 
Pride Championship Wrestling, Columbia, SC, 
January 15: defeated to regain 
the heavyweight title. 
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___ the international report 


By Mike Spillane 


AGAZINES LIKE THE one you're holding in your 
hands right now have been pleading for years for 


foreign icons like and 

to begin making regular appearances in the 
United States. At least for Misawa and Kobashi, that 

was an impossible dream while working for 
, who kept the stars of All-Japan Pro 
Wrestling isolated from the rest of the world. But it’s 
been years since Kobashi and Misawa worked for All- 
Japan, and since then, Misawa has wrestled a handful 
of times in the United States. Sometimes he even brings 
his regular tag team partner, , along 


with him. Their rare appearances for groups like the 
West Coasi’s Pro Wrestling Iron are few and far 
between, it seems. But Pro Wrestling Iron isn’t the only 
promotion in which you can see the kind of talent you 
might have only heard or read about. 


iis 


Toshiaki Kawada has been a dominant All-Japan Triple Crown 
champion since winning the titles in September 2003. He 
could soon add New Japan’s top prize, the IWGP heavyweight 
title, to his resume ... in a title unification bout! 
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The American independents are turning into a great 
place to see international stars in 2005. The biggest 
breaking news along these lines is the announcement 
from Pro Wrestling NOAH that its GHC heavyweight 
champion, Kobashi, who has never appeared in the 
States before, will be coming to the U.S. in 2005 
(although the dates and promotions in which he will 
appear had not been disclosed as of press time). 
Kobashi, with at least one scheduled defense of his 
Global Honored Crown in the immediate future, might 
end up bringing the prized title with him. 

IWA East Coast, a relatively new West Virginia-based 
independent, has a regular talent exchange in effect with 
Big Japan Wrestling. In 2004, it facilitated appearances 
by and , and additional 
Japanese talent, like and 

, is scheduled to show up there, possibly by 
the time you read this. Previously, Big Japan cooperated 
with the Philadelphia-based Combat Zone Wrestling, 
and some CZW wrestlers even held Big Japan champi- 
onships for short stints. 

Some of Lucha Libre’s biggest names have been 
showing up in Chicago, where Lucha is almost as popu- 
lar as American pro wrestling. A recent card in the 
Windy City that featured 

, and (the original of WCW and 
ECW fame, not the AAA impostor) drew a crowd in 
excess of 1,500, a very impressive figure for any inde- 
pendent promotion in 2005. The area has also seen 
large turnouts for appearances by 
, and : 

Besides the Chicago market, Oregon, California, and 
Texas all have strong Latino markets that crave Lucha 
Libre, and a significant crossover of talent occurs regu- 
larly in border towns. When the Lucha Libre schedule 
lightens up considerably in Mexico throughout the winter 
holiday season, eager Luchadores appear even more 
frequently outside of Tijuana, Mexico City, and Mon- 
terrey. By the end of January, though, AAA and EMLL 
resume their usual touring schedules and TV tapings, 
typically kicking off the new year with heavily promoted 
extravaganzas. 

Canadian independent stars such as 

, and others are making 
headway on the American scene as well. The recent 
success of Montreal's Internet Wrestling Syndicate (IWS) 
has put these men in demand everywhere from Jersey 


All Pro Wrestling to California's Pro Wrestling Guerilla. 
Their popularity has now surpassed that of last year’s 
most talked about up-and-coming Canadians, young 
men like and , among 
American independent fans. 

Of the most famous Japanese competitors, the one 
that most are anxiously waiting to see in a ring in 
America would be . The long-time 
face of All-Japan Pro Wrestling (he remained with the 
company when Misawa and his cohorts departed to 
form NOAH years ago) is the reigning Triple Crown 
champion, and has seldom 
wrestled outside his native 
Japan. Although he is some- 
times hampered by injury, 
Kawada has really become All- 
Japan’s ace, and his profile 
leading up to potential title vs. 
title matches with IWGP 
heavyweight champ 

(of New Japan) has 
never been higher. Kawada 
represented All-Japan in the 
first interpromotional matches 
with New Japan years ago 
(opposite at 
the time), but this is the first 
time that a possible title unifi- 
cation match has ever been on 
the table. 

It remains to be seen if 
Kawada and Tenzan will be 
able to retain their respective 
championships long enough to 
make it happen. 

Mexican fans’ delight is the 
bane of TNA’s aficionados, as 

, one of TNA’s 
fastest-rising stars in 2004, has been deported by U.S. 
Immigration. After being jailed for possession of a 
steroids without a prescription, Garza, one of Mexico’s 
most in-demand rudos, was sent back to Mexico. Garza, 
along with , jumped from AAA to 
EMLL in 2004, and they became two of the most 
despised rudos competing in Mexico. However, as 
Garza became more and more popular in the States 
with TNA, his appearances in Mexico became less fre- 
quent, to the dismay of his loyal fans south of the border. 
However, Lucha fans will now have exclusive access to 
Garza for some time to come, at least until Garza can 
get his legal matters in order. Garza first gained wide- 
spread fame in the WCW cruiserweight division, in 
which he was best known for his corkscrew plancha 
from the corner to the floor. 

Recent cuts from the WWE roster, namely 

and , didn’t have to spend much time waiting 
for their phones to ring. Gunn has already popped up in 


Puerto Rico, competing for IWA pro- 
motion. , also recently released from WWE, has 
been there as well, in addition to TNA regulars 

and . One of the group’s mainstays, 

, was a WWF mid-carder in the mid-1990s, and 
Quinones’ IWA briefly served as a developmental territo- 
ry for the McMahons. Across the globe, Rico, a former 
WWE Smackdown tag team champion, is appearing 
with All-Japan Pro Wrestling. In fact, he and 

won the All-Japan All-Asian tag title in Rico’s 
first match there. 


There must be a lot of former WWE stars parties after All-Japan cards these days. Bull 
Buchanan (above left) has been wrestling for the company for years; he struck gold with 
Rico (above right) on the night of Rico’s debut. 


Since shortly after his release a few years back, 
has been a semi-regular there, and he’s 
now flanked by | and recent addition 
to boot. 

Great Britain’s Wrestling Channel, which had been 
airing pro wrestling footage from around the world 24 
hours a day to viewers in the United Kingdom, has run 
into some financial trouble. It has since scaled back its 
daily schedule and switched to a new channel on 
which it shares programming hours. However, it is 
going through with a proposed supershow in the very 
near future, having already announced the inclusion of 
former Ring of Honor champ 

, former TNA X champion ,anda 
number of other independent standouts, but the show’s 
main draws will be none other than NOAH’s own 
Misawa and Ogawa, who will go on to make a few 
other appearances in Europe thereafter, most notably 
for Germany's Westside Xtreme Wrestling. CO 
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| spottight card of the Month 


PRINCETON—Superstar Wrestling Alliance at the 
Rec Center: Mr. Wrestling III wrestled John 
Saxton to a draw ... The Overboyz beat Youth 
of Today ... Doink the Clown beat Mike Reed 
... The Barbarian beat Heath Trenchcoat ... 
Kamala won a battle royal. 
(01-22-05) 

—Tina Myers 


ANCHORAGE—WWE at Sullivan Arena: Inter- 
continental champion Shelton Benjamin pinned 
Edge ... Women's champion Trish Stratus pinned 
Victoria ... Eddie Guerrero & Rey Misterio Jr. 
defeated Smackdown tag team champions The 
Basham Brothers by disqualification ... Batista 
pinned Maven ... The Big Show defeated John 
Bradshaw Layfield & Orlando Jordan in a handi- 
cap match ... Shawn Michaels pinned Ric Flair ... 
Chris Benoit won a battle royal, last eliminating 
The Big Show ... U.S. champion John Cena 
pinned Kurt Angle ... Kane & The Undertaker 
beat Heidenreich & Gene Snitsky ... Raw champi- 
on Triple-H pinned Randy Orton. 
(02-06-05) 

—Marty Harbaugh 


FRESNO—WWE Royal Rumble pay-per-view at 
the Save Mart Center: Edge pinned Shawn Mi- 
chaels ... The Undertaker defeated Heidenreich 
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in a casket match ... Smackdown champion John 
Bradshaw Layfield beat The Big Show and Kurt 
Angle in a three-way match when he pinned Angle 
... Raw champion Triple-H pinned Randy Orton ... 
Batista won the 30-man Royal Rumble, last elimi- 
nating John Cena. 
(01-30-05) 

—Harry Burkett 


DOVER—Maximum Championship Wrestling at 
the Simon Circle Boys’ and Girls’ Club: Juan Cruz 
& Joseph Brooks beat Matt Turner & Jimmy 
Jessup ... Adam Ugly & James beat Latin Kings 
and New Wave in a three-way match ... Leslie 
Leatherman pinned Doriam Deville ... Cruiser- 
weight champ Asian Sinsation beat Billy John- 
son and Jason Marks ... Sam Jones & Kris 
Krude beat Chris Nightmare & Shaka ... Mas- 
sive Mike & Jimmy Dream beat Aken Pem- 
brooke & E.L. Stanley. 
(01-29-05) 

—Tony Valente 


ORLANDO—TNA Against All Odds pay-per-view at 
Universal Studios: Elix Skipper defeated Petey 
Williams ... Jeff Hammond & B.G. James beat 
Frankie Kazarian & Michael Shane ... Raven 
pinned Dustin Rhodes ... NWA tag team champi- 
ons Chris Harris & James Storm defeated Kid 


Kash & Lance Hoyt (formerly Dallas) ... Abyss 
beat Jeff Hardy in a “Full Metal Mayhem” match ... 
Monty Brown & Dallas Page defeated Bobby 
Rude & Eric Young ... TNA X champion A.J. 
Styles defeated Christopher Daniels, two falls to 
one, in a 30-minute “Ironman” match that went into 
sudden death overtime ... NWA heavyweight cham- 
pion Jeff Jarrett pinned Kevin Nash. 
(02-13-05) 

—Vern Verna 


ORLANDO—TNA Final Resolution pay-per-view 
at Universal Studios: B.G. James, Ron Killings, & 
Konnan defeated Christopher Daniels, Frankie 
Kazarian, & Michael Shane when Killings pinned 
Shane ... Elix Skipper pinned Sonjay Dutt ... 
Dustin Rhodes pinned Kid Kash ... Erik Watts 
pinned Raven ... Jeff Hardy pinned Scott Hall ... 
Monty Brown beat Kevin Nash and Dallas Page 
in a three-way elimination match to earn a shot at 
the NWA heavyweight title (Nash was thrown over 
the top rope and thus eliminated, then Brown 
pinned Page) ... Chris Harris & James Storm 
beat NWA tag team champions Bobby Rude & 
Eric Young to win the title ... A.J. Styles defeated 
TNA X champion Petey Williams and Chris 
Sabin in a three-way “Ultimate X” match to win the 
title ... NWA heavyweight champion Jeff Jarrett 
pinned Monty Brown. 
(01-16-05) 

—Jason Langin 


This photo suggests an easy win for Monsta Mack over N8 Mattson, but it was hardly 
that. Although Mack enjoyed a huge size advantage, this match didn’t result in any 
kind of victory for him. 


CHIPLEY—American Wrestling Feder- 
ation at the Roulhac Center: NWA Gulf 
Coast heavyweight champion The Night- 
hawk wrestled David Mercury to a time- 
limit draw ... Wahoo McDaniel Jr. de- 
feated LaBamba ... TV champ Slash 
beat Jester McKain ... Chris Impakt de- 
feated Red Anderson ... Mr. Irresistible 
& The Confederate Kid defeated Maze 
& Jerry Reiner ... Backdraft won a four- 
corners match against Ronnie Fargo, 
Jon Byson, and Mr. Fantasy ... T-Bolt 
defeated AWF champion Aeon Flexx in 
anon-title bout. 
(01-29-05) 

—Ronald C. Thomas Jr. 


BRANDON—NWA Florida at the Bran- 
don All-Stars Facility: Leon Scott de- 
feated Aaron Epic ... Amy Love defeat- 
ed Kevin Devine ... Rod Steel defeated 
Steve Madison ... Sedrick Strong de- 
feated Mikey Batts, Jerrelle Clark, and 
Seth Delay in a last-man-standing 
match ... Tag team champions Frankie 
Capone & Marcus Dillon defeated 
Erick Stevens & Luther Jackson ... 
James Gibson defeated Jay Fury ... 
NWA Florida heavyweight champion 
Bruce Steele defeated James Hendrix 
by disqualification ... Antonio Banks, 
Scoot Andrews, & Vordell Walker 
wrestled Lex Lovett, Buck Quartermain, & Billy 
Fives to a no-contest. 
(01-22-05) 

—Mike Vesuvio 


ALTAMONTE SPRINGS—Southern Champi- 
onship Wrestling at the Eastmonte Civic Cen- 
ter: Josh Rich beat Rip Malibu ... Dagon 
Briggs beat Scott Davis ... Mister Saint 
Laurent beat Leon Scott ... Heartbreak 
Xpress beat David Mercury & Aaron Epic ... 
Johnny Schumacher beat Chasyn Rance ... 
Jason Hexx & Erick Stevens beat Sequel & 
Vordell Walker ... Ryze and Manny Montana 
wrestled to a no-contest. 
(01-15-05) 

—Greg Stewart 


COLUMBUS—Georgia Championship Wrestling at 
the GCW Sports Arena: Jimmy Rave wrestled 
John Bogie to a draw ... The Steele Brothers 
beat The Southside Trash ... The Steele 
Brothers beat Bull Buchanan & David Young by 
disqualification ... Tracy Brooks beat ODB ... 
Jason Cross beat Sonny Siaki. 
(01-29-05) 

—Janis Kerr 


COLUMBUS—Georgia Championship Wrestling at 
the GCW Sports Arena: Cru Jones beat John 
Bogie ... Brandon P beat Jeff Lewis ... The 
Grappler beat Sean Evans ... Amy Young beat 
Persephone ... A.J. & Damien Steele beat The 
Midnight Express. 
(01-22-05) 

—Holly Marie Grisham 


HARTWELL—IWA Flash Fire at the Hart Middle 
School: Logan Kincayde won a battle royal for the 
vacant Internet title ... Phillip Pain defeated The 
Tower to win the U.S. championship ... Tag team 
champions Chris Vanadore & Big Country defeat- 
ed Buford T & Solitude ... The Tower defeated 
James Boulevard, Don Matthews, Logan Kin- 
cayde, Purple Passion, Phillip Pain, Tommy 


Sawyer, and Rahn Jordan in an eight-man elimi- 
nation match to win the heavyweight title. 
(01-22-05) 

—Graham Noonan 


CORNELIA—NWA Wildside at the NWA Arena: 
Randall Johnson beat J.T. Chase ... Ken West- 
brooks beat Stryknyn ... Shadow beat Devin 
Case and Nick Halen in a three-way dance ... 
Anthony Henry beat Law ... Billy Buck & Jordan 
Flyer beat Matt Sells & Steven Walters ... Todd 
Sexton beat Sal Rinauro ... Brent Silver beat 
John Johnson. 
(01-21-05) 

—Rick Boone 


HONOLULU—WWE at the Blaisdell Arena: In- 
tercontinental champion Shelton Benjamin pinned 
Edge ... Women’s champion Trish Stratus pinned 
Victoria ... Eddie Guerrero & Rey Misterio Jr. 
beat Smackdown tag team champions The Bash- 
am Brothers by disqualification ... Batista pinned 
Maven ... The Big Show defeated John Brad- 
shaw Layfield & Orlando Jordan in a handicap 
match ... Chris Benoit won a battle royal, last elimi- 
nating The Big Show ... Shawn Michaels defeat- 
ed Ric Flair ... U.S. champion John Cena beat 
Kurt Angle ... Kane & The Undertaker defeated 
Heidenreich & Gene Snitsky ... Raw champion 
Triple-H pinned Randy Orton. 
(02-01-05) 

—Jennifer Warren 


GODFREY—Midwest Powerhouse Wrestling at the 
Knights of Columbus: Curtis Payne beat The 
Great Takoshi ... Women’s champion Trinity 
pinned Gary Michael G ... Scar & Dan Walsh beat 
Xavier Frost & Ivan Stroganov ... Mark God- 
daker beat Tony Angel ... The Hollywood Stud 
beat Rick Ruby by disqualification ... “Cowboy” 
Bob Orton & Damian Blade beat Christian Haze 
& Curtis Payne. 
(01-22-05) 

—Chip Leffler 


It’s possible that Roadkill and Simon Diamond still had an issue or two settle from the dying days of 
ECW. If so, they did it in the right venue. Roadkill got the win. 


CALHOUN—National Wrestling Coalition at the 
Civic Center: Kid Crazy defeated Sikk ... The 
Violator beat Shuto the Ninja ... Ladies champion 
Maria Lopez pinned Miss B. Havin ... George the 
Animal Jr. beat Cannonball ... Tombstone & 
Scorpio defeated T-Bolt Baxton & Timber ... The 
Patriot defeated Carnage ... Steven Davis & The 
Intimidator wrestled Vulcan & Lucky Dane to a 
double-disqualification. 
(01-08-05) 

—Brad Smithson 


VALPARAISO—WWE at Valparaiso University: 
Heidenreich defeated Booker T ... Rey Misterio 
dr. pinned Kenzo Suzuki ... Orlando Jordan beat 
Nunzio ... Smackdown tag team champions The 
Basham Brothers beat Charlie Haas & Hardcore 
Holly ... Cruiserweight champion Funaki defeated 
Spike Dudley, Scotty Too Hotty, and Chavo 
Guerrero Jr. in a four-way elimination match ... 
U.S. champion John Cena pinned Rene Dupree 
... The Big Show beat Mark Jindrak & Luther 
Reigns in a handicap match. 
(02-13-05) 

—Greg Stevens 


LOGANSPORT—Landmark Wrestling Federation: 
at the National Guard Armory: Big Daddy Dean 
wrestled Kreep to a double-countout ... Saber 
defeated The Mercenary ... Sebastian Steele 
defeated El Morro ... White Dragon & LiveWire 
defeated The House of Pain ... El Gavilon defeat- 
ed Bobo Brazil Jr. ... White Boy defeated Tommy 
Drastic ... Heavyweight champion K.C. Cooper 
defeated J.T. Simmons. 
(01-29-05) 

—Wally Williams 


MADISON—AWA Supreme Championship Wres- 
tling at the SCW Building: Dynamite Derrick de- 
feated Bad Medicine | ... Shane Mathews beat 
J.V. Insanity ... Damien Morrus beat Rocco An- 
dretti ... Joey Moore & Chris Morrus defeated 
Brad Lamen & Jamie Morrison ... Billy Maverick 
pinned Blackheart Ill ... The Blackhearts defeated 
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The Blue Meanie almost didn’t see Damian Adams coming 
when he flew over the top rope and onto him. If he hadn’t, he _ 
might not have been in position to rally and win. 


Apollo & Chuck McRoberts ... Kliff Hanger 
pinned Chris Blayze ... Whiplash beat tag champs 
The Fat & The Furious in a non-title match ... 
Supreme champion Prophet defeated Nick Noble 
by disqualification. 
(01-29-05) 

—Eddie Samuels 


TERRE HAUTE—CCW's “Wrestle Bowl” at Willy 
Jaks’ Beach Club: Quarterfinals: Andrew Coal & 
El Gato De Capier defeated Dan Taylor & T-Bone 
. Crossroad Kid & Donovan Cain defeated 
Shawn Clarion & Twizted ... Ray Lincoln & A.J. 
Powers defeated Kyle Cadaver & Christopher 
Crow ... Semifinals: TNT & ToXiK defeated 
Crossroad Kid & Donavan Cain ... Ray Lincoln 
& A.J. Powers defeated Andrew Coal & El Gato 
De Capier ... Ray Lincoln & A.J. Powers defeat- 
ed TNT Jack Maverick & Toxik ... Finals: Ray 
Lincoln defeated A.J. Powers to win the Wres- 
tleBowl trophy ... In a non-tournament match: 
Danielle Cash won a women’s battle royal. 
(01-28-05) 
—Bobby Riedel 


MUNCIE—Ohio Valley Wrestling at Central High 
School: Aaron Stevens won an 18-man battle royal 
... Deuce Shade beat Brent Albright ... Johnny 
Nitro beat Steve Lewington ... Alexis Laree wres- 
tled Stacy to a no-contest ... Blaster Lasheley 
beat Ken Doane ... The Blueprint & Vengeance 
beat Johnny Jeter & Matt Cappotelli and The 
Heartbreakers in a triple threat match ... Muncie 
Central High School baseball coach Clint Von 
Dielingen beat Aaron Stevens. 
(01-27-05) 

—Frank Miller 
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NORTH VERNON—Midwest 
Regional Wrestling at St. 
Mary's Gym: Eric Draven 
pinned Roger Blade in a 
grudge match ... Fuji Brown 
defeated Melliki Torrence ... 
Shawn Cook beat Ryan 
Thunder ... Chuck McRob- 
erts pinned Sikness ... The 
Van Zants defeated The 
Blackhearts ... High Impact 
beat The Morrus Brothers in 
a no-disqualification match to 
win the tag title ... Cooter 
Clampett defeated Vinny Va- 
chetti ... Billy Maverick beat 
Brad Lamen and heavyweight 
champion Donny Idol in a 
three-way match to win the title. 
(01-14-05) 

—Dave Christian 


HARLAN—Premier Champi- 
onship Wrestling at the Nation- 
al Guard Armory: Overkill beat 
Mark Armstrong and Scott 
Ray in a three-way match ... 
Ryan Dookie pinned C.M. Sig- 
mon ... Brian Storm defeated 
Jamie Northstar ... J.D. 
Biggs wrestled The Punisher 
to a no-contest ... Team Ob- 
scene & Ryan Dookie beat 
Ghostrider Kenny, Rugged 
Ronnie, and Denny Cooley ... 
U.S. champion Blade wrestled 
Billy Maverick to a no-contest 
. Mike Stone beat Tim 
Lightning by disqualification. 
(01-15-05) 

—Jimbo Collins 


FRAMINGHAM—NECW at the Framingham Civic 
League: Fred Curry Jr. beat Mister E ... Rave beat 
D-Unit ... El Boricua wrestled Johnny Idol to a 
double-countout ... Ariel beat |WA Mid-South/NWA 
Midwest women's championship Mercedes Mar- 
tinez and Hayley Skye in a triple threat match to 
become the new champion ... Dan Freitas beat 
D.C. Dillinger ... Pat Masters beat Paul Lombardi 
... Tag team champions PRIDE beat The Logans 
... Mike Bennett beat Ru Starr ... Heavyweight 
champion Chris Venom defeated Michael Sain. 
(01-15-05) 

—Lloyd Smith 


EAST LANSING—WWE at the Breslin Center: 
Heidenreich pinned Booker T ... Rey Misterio Jr. 
defeated Kenzo Suzuki ... Smackdown tag team 
champions The Basham Brothers beat Charlie 
Haas & Hardcore Holly ... Cruiserweight champion 
Funaki beat Spike Dudley, Scotty Too Hotty, and 
Chavo Guerrero Jr. in a four-way elimination 
match ... Orlando Jordan defeated Nunzio ... U.S. 
champion John Cena pinned Rene Dupree ... The 
Big Show beat Mark Jindrak & Luther Reigns in a 
handicap steel cage match. 
(02-12-05) 

—Andy Mathers 


SAULT STE. MARIE—Superior Wrestling Alliance 
at Savoy Night Club: King of the North Tour- 
nament, quarterfinals: Brad Hexum beat Dom- 
inic Justice ... Hatebreeder beat Radical Red ... 
Brick beat John Holmes ... Chuck Weeden beat 


Xavier Justice ... Semifinals: Brick beat Chuck 
Weeden ... Brad Hexum beat Hatebreeder ... 
Non-tournament matches: Chuck Wagon beat 
Dyson Price ... Mr. Infomercial beat C.P. Morgan 
... Tournament final: Brad Hexum beat Brick to 
win the tournament ... Heavyweight champion Brett 
Powers beat Adam Renolds. 
(01-21-05) 

—Alice King 


GAYLORD—Blue Water Championship Wrestling 
at the High School: Heavyweight champion Sean 
Casey defeated cruiserweight champion Truth 
Martini ... Pierce Masters & Daniel Sigma beat 
Percy Lynn & Brad Hexum to become the new tag 
team champions ... Josie defeated Jade Chung to 
win the inaugural XBW bombshells title ... Cruis- 
erweight champion Truth Martini beat Jimmy Ja- 
cobs ... Kevin Baker defeated Boomer ... The 
Half-Ton Hillbillies beat Xtreme Justice ... Petey 
Williams defeated Chris Sabin ... Eddie Venom 
beat Bull Wheeler. 
(01-19-05) 

—Bill Boothe 


MAPLE GROVE—Midwest Pro Wrestling at the 
MPW Arena: The Prophet beat El Veijo ... Tad 
Chili beat C.J. Talon ... Thoruf Marious beat 
School Boy ... Tommy Saturday beat “Cowboy” 
Gator McGraw ... Radian Silva beat Animal Sam 
... Rob James beat Nate Bash ... Darin Corbin & 
Version 2 beat Ben Sailor & Joessiah. 
(01-16-05) 

—Nicholas Loken 


MINNEAPOLIS—WWE at the Target Center: The 
Hurricane & Rosey defeated Robert Conway & 
Sylvan Grenier ... Christian defeated William 
Regal ... Intercontinental champion Shelton Ben- 
jamin pinned Maven ... Muhammad Hassan 
pinned Chris Jericho ... Kane beat Gene Snitsky 
in a hardcore match ... Victoria pinned Molly Holly 
(Val Venis was the guest referee) ... Edge pinned 
Chris Benoit ... Randy Orton pinned Batista 
... Shawn Michaels pinned Ric Flair. 
(01-14-05) 

—Steve Leland 


TUPELO—WWE at the BancorpSouth Center: 
Eddie Guerrero & Rey Misterio Jr. defeated 
Mark Jindrak & Luther Reigns ... Orlando Jor- 
dan beat Scotty Too Hotty ... Cruiserweight 
champion Funaki beat Spike Dudley, Chavo 
Guerrero Jr., and Nunzio in a four-way elimina- 
tion match ... Hardcore Holly pinned Danny 
Basham ... Smackdown tag team champions 
The Basham Brothers beat Charlie Haas & 
Hardcore Holly ... Heidenreich beat Booker T 
... U.S, champion John Cena pinned Kenzo 
Suzuki ... Paul London beat Rene Dupree 
... Smackdown champion John Bradshaw 
Layfield beat The Big Show and Kurt Angle in 
a three-way match. 
(01-23-05) 

—Bobby Harris 


OVERLAND—Gateway Championship Wrestling at 
the Wild Acres Gym: Steven Kennedy beat Shorty 
Biggs ... Rat Boy beat Trainee 11 by disqualifica- 
tion ... Jackal beat Nick Tyson ... Kevin X beat 
Brett Young ... D.N.S. won a three-way tag team 
dance involving Kory Twist & Jynx and Rebecca 
Raze & Trainee 15 ... Heavyweight champion 
Chaz Wesson wrestled Cabal to a double-countout 
... Cameron Cage beat Makaze ... Dan Walsh 


beat light heavyweight champion Sean Vincent to 
win the title ... Dingo beat Michael Strider. 
(01-28-05) 

—Patrick Brandmeyer 


RAHWAY—Jersey All Pro Wrestling at the Recre- 
ation Center: Arcadia & Ashe Samuels defeated 
Cloudy & Cheech ... B-Boy & Homicide defeated 
The Christopher Street Connection for the tag 
team title ... Dixie defeated Neeno Capone and 
E.C. Negro in a three-way dance ... Deranged 
defeated Dan Paysan ... Carnage Crew beat 
Corvis Fear & Rush Margera ... |WS heavyweight 
champ Frankie the Mobster beat Excess ... 
Heavyweight champion Dan Maff beat Pinkie ... 
Dan Maff defeated Jay Lethal ... B-Boy, Homi- 
cide, & Low-Ki defeated Teddy Hart, El Generico, 
& Kevin Steen. 
(01-29-05) 

—Jim Wilson 


LODI—National Wrestling Superstars at the 
American Club: IWF junior heavyweight champion 
Aaron Stride pinned Sean Royal ... TNT defeated 
Biggie Biggs ... NWS junior heavyweight champi- 
on Damian Adams pinned Kevin Knight ... 
Vicious Vinny beat Hashim Ali by clisqualification 
... K.C. Koresch, Chris Sandel, & Joey the Bull 
defeated The Off Brothers & Lil’ Romeo ... The 
Patriot pinned NWS heavyweight champion 
Saddam Insane in a non-title match. 
(01-28-05) 

—Dorothy Podsvirow 


WEST PATERSON—IWF at the IWF Arena: 
Tony Torres pinned Chris Steeler. ... Junior 
heavyweight champion Aaron Stride beat An- 
tonio Rivera ... Jana defeated Shayla ... Tag 
team champions Kevin Knight & Dan McGuire 
beat Travis Blake & Sean Royal ... Vik Voor- 
hees defeated Eddie Johnson ... Tony Torres 
& Antonio Rivera beat Pete Hanover & Mike 
Capozzi ... Fred Sampson won a fatal-four-way 
elimination match for the heavyweight title 
against champion Roman, American champion 
Biggie Biggs, and Shane O’Brien to capture 
the title. 
(01-21-05) 

—Dorothy Podsvirow 


LONG BRANCH—National Wrestling Superstars at 
the Seashore Gym: Tag champs Los Diablos 
Locos beat J.D. Smoothy & Funky White Boy ... 
TNT wrestled Johnny Candido to a draw ... Alere 
Little Feather & Cheerleader Kara defeated 
Archadia & Rick Fein ... Power Child beat Joey 
Da Bull ... Tony Flow won a three-way match 
against Gil Quest and Steve Zapf ... Bryan Sex- 
ton & Mahoney wrestled S. Insane & Kaibutzu to 
ano-contest. 
(01-15-05) 

—Monica Thomas 


HUDSON FALLS—World of Hurt Wrestling at the 
Knights of Columbus: Women’s champ Kayla 
Sparks defeated Miss DeVille ... Cruiserweight 
champ Chuck Deep defeated Cloudy ... Swinger 
Sidusky & Reed James defeated Shane Alden & 
Virus to win the vacant tag team title ... TV champ 
Jeff Starr defeated Patrick Cook ... Vendetta 
defeated Punk to win the hardcore title ... The Dark 
Demon defeated heavyweight champ Texas 
Outlaw to win the title ... Nick Neighborhood won 
the rumble royale. 
(01-28-05) 

—Danny Fitzpatrick 


SCHENECTADY—World of Hurt Wrestling at All 
American Health & Fitness: Kid Guatemala II de- 
feated El Hito Tigre ... Ricky Dominguez & 
Shawn Kurse defeated The Dynamic Sensation 
& Supreme Lee Great ... Women’s champ Kayla 
Sparks defeated Miss DeVille & Bert Williams ... 
Thornn defeated Cheech ... Swinger Sidusky & 
Jim Tanner defeated Timmy Wright & Artur 
Dmitrius ... Scott Scarsdale won a battle royal to 
win the Free For All title ... Heavyweight champ 
Texas Outlaw defeated Cloudy. 
(01-21-05) 

—Shaun Redding 


GRAND FORKS—WWE at the Alerus Center: 
The Hurricane & Rosey defeated Robert Con- 
way & Sylvan Grenier ... Christian defeated 
William Regal ... Intercontinental champion 
Shelton Benjamin pinned Maven ... Muham- 
mad Hassan pinned Chris Jericho ... Kane 
beat Gene Snitsky in a hardcore match ... 
Victoria pinned Molly Holly (Val Venis was the 
guest referee) ... Chris Benoit defeated Edge 
... Shawn Michaels wrestled to a no-contest 
with Ric Flair ... Shawn Michaels & Randy 
Orton beat Ric Flair & Batista. 
(01-15-05) 

—Charlie Redner 


STEUBENVILLE—WWE at the St. John Arena: 
Raw tag team champions William Regal & Tajiri 
beat Robert Conway & Sylvan Grenier ... Chris 
Masters defeated Val Venis ... Christian pinned 
The Hurricane ... Women's champion Trish Strat- 
us beat Molly Holly and Victoria in a three-way 
match ... Muhammad Hassan defeated Rhyno ... 
Kane beat Gene Snitsky in a hardcore match 
... Intercontinental champion Shelton Benjamin 
pinned Edge ... Raw champion Triple-H pinned 
Randy Orton in a no-disqualification match. 
(02-12-05) 

—Barry Gorman 


SAPULPA—Steel Rage Pro Wrestling at the 
Boys’ and Girls’ Club: X division champion Dex- 
ter Hardaway beat Adam Thornstow ... Shane 
Morbid beat hardcore champion Bobby Dalton 
for the title ... Pork Chop beat Chris Kahne by 
disqualification ... Chris Gazaway & Cade Sydal 
and Mitch Carter & Timmy J wrestled to a no- 
contest ... Harry Sanchez won a four-way elimi- 
nation match against Bernard Funk, Kenny 
Campbell, and Jose Suzuki. 
(01-30-05) 

—Chris Burnham 


TULSA—WWE at the Convention Center: Raw tag 
team champions Robert Conway & Sylvan 
Grenier beat Rhyno & Tajiri ... The Hurricane 
defeated Chris Masters ... Muhammad Hassan 
pinned Val Venis ... Kane defeated Gene Snitsky 
in a hardcore match ... Molly Holly beat Christy 
Hemme in a swimsuit challenge (Jonathan 
Coachman was the judge) ... Intercontinental 
champion Shelton Benjamin pinned Christian 
... Batista beat Chris Jericho ... Chris Benoit de- 
feated Edge in a submission match ... Raw cham- 
pion Triple-H defeated Randy Orton. 
(01-23-05) 

—Chuck Flanagan 


MUSKOGEE—Southern Championship Wrestling 
at the Civic Center: Dexter Hardaway beat Seth 
Allen ... Adam Thornstowe beat Chris Mat- 
thews ... Brandon Groom beat Aaron Neil and 
Tyler Bateman in a triple threat match ... The 
Honky Tonk Man beat Demolition Ax ... Leath- 
er & Hollywood beat Lady Venom & Tasha in 
an intergender match ... Se7en beat Bernie Don- 
derwitz in a hardcore match ... NWA Oklahoma 
champion Michael Barry beat Tim Warcloud ... 
The Fantastics beat The Midnight Express in a 
steel cage match to capture the vacant Southern 
tag team title. 

(01-15-05) 


—Chip Burnham 


It's not often that you see a bra and panties match end in a no-contest, but due to a 
technicality, that’s what 3PW fans got from an April Hunter-Talia encounter. They did 


at least see a whole lot of Talia. 
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Rockin’ Rebel took this shot and a few others from C.J. O'Doyle, but they weren’t nearly 
enough to put him down for the count. 


SALEM—Pacific Northwest Pro Wrestling at the 
Elks’ Lodge: Critter won a battle royal ... Mike 
Dempsey pinned G-Shock ... Critter defeated 
Richie Magnett ... George Michael & Tadger beat 
Little Nasty Boy & Draven ... Thunder wrestled 
Hans Mueller to a double-countout ... Slick Cedric 
pinned Bubba Blanchard in a streetfight. 
(01-16-05) 

—Chris Salmon 


McKEESPORT—NWA Pro Wrestling Express at 
the Sportatorium: Chris Taylor defeated Justin 
Idol in a semifinal match of the Three Rivers title 
tournament ... Nikita Allanov pinned Scott Venom 
in a semifinal match of the Three Rivers title tourna- 
ment ... Jason Cage defeated brass knuckles 
champion Daron Smythe by disqualification ... Tag 
team champions The Tri Chi Fraternity defeated 
Devil Bhudakahn & Daron Smythe ... Da Mun- 
chies pinned DUH ... Heavyweight champion 
Devin Devine defeated Adam Cage and Crusher 
Hansen in a triple threat match ... Chris Taylor 
defeated Nikita Allanov to win the vacant Three 
Rivers championship 
(01-29-05) 

—Meghann Fredricks 


YORK—Pro Wrestling Entertainment at the Expo 
Center: The Wolfman pinned Ken Andrews ... Ic- 
arus & Gran Akuma beat Arkham & John Cabbie 
in a best-of-three-falls match ... Tiffani Monroe 
pinned Kirk Wise ... Drew Hankinson beat John- 
ny Graham ... Heavyweight champion Mike Quack- 
enbush beat Mana the Polynesian Warrior. 
(01-22-05) 

—Rfyan Scott 


COLUMBIA—Columbia Wrestling Alliance at 
Grand Slam USA: Robbie Ruffin beat Chris 
Oliver ... Lawrence beat Cat Taylor ... Mikey 
Dunn beat Tim Renesto ... Tag team champs 
Death Wish & Angel beat Big T & Maxx Hatter 
... Ryder beat Shane Morton by disqualification 
... Steve & Bubba Morton beat Arrick An- 
drews & Eric Robertson. 
(01-22-05) 

—Lekisha F. Oliver 
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KNOXVILLE—United Wrestling Association at 
Green Acres Flea Market: Freak beat Draven ... 
Scott Colby beat Jason Maxx ... Robbie Cas- 
sidy & Jason Thunder beat Beau James & 
Super Destroyer ... Tony Pritchard & Spazz 
beat Mike Ogle, Alex Hutton, & Jim Miller ... 
Thunder Valley Express beat Shannon Slayer 
& Omen ... Heavyweight champion Terry Wright 
beat Rick Morton. 
(01-20-05) 

—Fay Ferguson 


SEVIERVILLE—Big Orange Pro Wrestling at Triple 
C Bar & Grill: Shane Slater beat Justin Karma ... 
The Reaper beat The Black Phoenix ... Robbie 
Cassidy & Slater beat Beau James & Super 
Destroyer ... Rick Morton & Bufford T. Jones 
beat Terry Wright & Karma ... Thunder Valley 
Express & Jimmy Golden beat Tony Pritchard, 
Mike Ogle, & Dusty Sharp by disqualification. 
(01-18-05) 

—Fay Ferguson 


DALLAS—United Wrestling Federation at the Roy- 
al Lane Shopping Mall: Oscar Herera beat Suicide 
by submission ... Heavyweight champion Bryan 
Lewis defeated Scott Mustaine ... Seth Shai beat 
Ice by submission ... Dragon & Treyman defeated 
Deadhouse & Bryan Lewis to win the vacant tag 
team title ... Oscar Herera beat Harley Johnson 
and Seth Shai in a three-way dance. 
(01-30-05) 

—Dana Drumm 


WAXAHACHIE—Professional Championship 
Wrestling at the Ellis County Expo Center: Cruiser- 
weight champion J.T. LaMotta beat Stephen 
Murphy ... Dallas pinned Apocalypse ... Tag 
team champions Jeff & Jerry Brown beat Isaiah & 
Mace Malone ... B.J. Turner beat The Bug by 
submission ... Hotstuff Hernandez pinned Brett 
Anthony ... Heavyweight champion Steve De- 
Marco beat TV champion John Allen and Damien 
in a three-way match. 
(01-29-05) 

—Rob Moore 


DENTON—XCW at the XCW Arena: Darin 
Childs wrestled Craig Jerikho to a no-contest 


... Action Jackson beat John Allen by disquali- 
fication ... A.J. won a four-way match against 
Bull, Eric Idol, and C-Diddy by disqualification 
... Mike Foxx beat Spudz McKenzie by submis- 
sion ... Jacob Ladder pinned Kit Carson ... 
Brett Barnes, Mike Foxx, & C-Diddy beat Sidd 
Murder, Gemini, & Jack Drastic. 
(01-28-05) 

—Maitt Avery 


DENTON—XCW Wrestling at the XCW Arena: Eric 
Idol pinned Bull ... Brett Barnes & Jared Steele 
pinned Drunk Adam & Spudz McKenzie ... TNT 
champion Jacob Ladder pinned Convict 187 ... 
Manny Fernandez & Jack Drastic defeated tag 
team champions G-Mini & Ricky Jackson in a 
non-title match ... The Doom Thug Empire wres- 
tled The International Playaz Club to a no-contest. 
(01-21-05) 

—Marion Morrison 


AMARILLO—WWE at the Civic Center: Eddie 
Guerrero & Rey Misterio Jr. defeated Mark Jin- 
drak & Luther Reigns. In accordance with a pre- 
match stipulation, Kurt Angle then had to kiss 
Guerrero’s and Misterio's butt ... Orlando Jordan 
defeated Scotty Too Hotty ... Cruiserweight cham- 
pion Funaki beat Spike Dudley and Nunzio in a 
three-way match ... Heidenreich defeated Booker 
T ... Smackdown tag team champions The Bash- 
am Brothers defeated Chavo Guerrero Jr. & 
Charlie Haas ... U.S. champion John Cena pinned 
Rene Dupree ... Kenzo Suzuki defeated Paul 
London ... Smackdown champion John Brad- 
shaw Layfield beat Kurt Angle and The Big 
Show in a three-way match. 
(01-22-05) 

—Jeremy Hampton 


ARLINGTON—Professional Championship Wres- 
tling at the PCW Arena: Dallas beat Damien ... 
J.T. LaMotta beat cruiserweight champion B.J. 
Turner and G-Slice in a triple threat match to win 
the belt ... Jeremy Young beat Apocalypse ... 
The Brown Brothers beat The Trendsetters to 
win the vacant tag title ... Heavyweight champion 
Steve DeMarco beat The Professional. 
(01-22-05) 

—Rob Moore 


MINERAL WELLS—CWP at the PPCLA Expo 
Building: Chuck Murphy & Keats Douglas defeat- 
ed Jason the 13th in a handicap match ... Mr. 
Entertainment beat Tim Swiney ... Scott 
Phoenix defeated Steve Cody ... Kyzer Douglas 
beat Kaisho by disqualification ... Brett Bonz 
defeated Max Muscles by disqualification ... 
Bobby 2 Badd and Seth Shai wrestled to a dou- 
ble-countout ... Justin Walker defeated The Texan 
... B.A. Dalton defeated Southern States champion 
Marshall Law by disqualification. 
(01-22-05) 

—Carlie Sue Simmons 


TYLER—WWE at the Oil Palace: Raw tag team 
champions Robert Conway & Sylvan Grenier beat 
Rhyno & Tajiri ... Chris Masters beat The Hur- 
ricane ... Victoria beat Molly Holly ... Muham- 
mad Hassan pinned Val Venis ... Kane defeated 
Gene Snitsky ... Intercontinental champion 
Shelton Benjamin pinned Christian ... Batista 
beat Chris Jericho ... Chris Benoit defeated Edge 
... Raw champion Triple-H pinned Randy Orton. 
(01-22-05) 

—Dominick Valenti 


ABILENE—WWE at the Taylor County Coliseum: 
Raw tag team champions Robert Conway & Syl- 
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van Grenier defeated Rhyno & Tajiri ... Chris 
Masters defeated Val Venis ... Victoria beat 
Molly Holly ... Muhammad Hassan beat The 
Hurricane ... Kane beat Gene Snitsky and Ba- 
tista in a three-way match ... Chris Benoit 
defeated Edge in a submission match ... Triple-H 
pinned Randy Orton. 
(01-21-05) 

—Paul Cressy 


TACOMA—International Championship Wrestling 
at the Elks’ Lodge: Big Wood defeated Teenage 
Dirtbag ... Ritchie Magnett beat Vinny V ... 
Randy Taylor defeated Sloth ... Mike Santiago 
pinned Kid Kombat ... Jason Jackson defeated 
Rad in a hardcore match ... Chef & Sonny Omara 
wrestled Avalanche & Mr. GQ to a no-contest ... 
The Honky Tonk Man defeated heavyweight 
champion Tim Flowers by disqualification. 
(01-28-05) 

—Jason Harris 


NITRO—Xtreme Maximum Championship Wres- 
tling at the Community Center: The Juggulator 
beat Ace Prime ... Danny Boyd beat Mister X to 
win the XIC title ... Justin Saine beat Chance 
Prophet ... Death Falcon Zero beat Gorgeous 
J.C. to retain the hardcore title ... Tag team champi- 
ons Projekt Ego beat The Kentucky Hillbillies ... 
Mark Matthews beat Cecil R. Furious in a box 
match ... Escalade beat Wes the Best ... XMCW 
champ Shane Storm beat Kris King ... Flash won 
a battle royal. 
(01-15-05) 

—£venlyn Niklas 


VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA—Extreme 
Canadian Championship Wrestling/NWA Pacific 
Northwest at the Russian Community Center: Mike 
Dempsey defeated Ice ... Skag Rollins pinned 
The Cremator ... Tony Tisoy beat Calum Mac- 
beth ... Aaron Idol & Sweet Daddy Devastation 
battled tag team champions Memphis Raines & 
MR2 to a draw ... Dropkick Murphy pinned Major 
Hardway ... In an extreme rumble rules battle royal 
in which the ECCW title was on the line, Scotty 
Mac outlasted champion Ladies Choice, Jug- 
gernaut, Abbadon, Mike Roselli, Vid Vain, Disco 
Fury, and Seth Knight to win the heavyweight title. 
(01-29-05) 

—Rachael Frimberger 


MONTREAL, QUEBEC—IWS at the NDR Center: 
Giovanni beat J-Busta ... Sexxxy Eddy won a 
five-way match against Damian, Beef Wellington, 
Mr. Xtreme, and HellStorm ... Michael Von 
Payton & Tank beat Kurt Lauderdale & Nova 
Cain ... Tag champs The Flying Hurricanes beat 
TNT Action ... Heavyweight champion Franky the 
Mobster beat Roderick Strong ... Kevin Steen 
won a four-way match against El Generico, 
Samoa Joe, and Exess ... BushWhacker Fred & 
BushWhacker Viking won a four-way tag team 
match against The Latino Brothers, Adrenaline 
Rush, and James Kraven & The Arsenal ... NCW 
champion Chakal beat Handsome J.F. ... Crazy 
Crusher won a four-way match against Alex Price, 
Dan Paysan, and Player Uno ... ROH champ 
Austin Aries defeated Kevin Steen ... Pierre Carl 
Ouellette defeated C.M. Punk. 
(01-22-05) 

—Drake Ashley 


OLDCASTLE, ONTARIO—Border City Wres- 
tling at the Ciociaro Club: N8 Mattson & Danny 
Daniels beat Phil Atlas & Jimmy Jacobs ... 
Chantal pinned Tianna Ringer ... Conrad 
Kennedy Ill beat El Reverso, Brad Martin, 
Johnny Bravo, Gutter, and Kris Chambers in 
a six-way elimination match ... Chris Pillon beat 
Mike Legacy in Legacy’s retirement match ... 
Tag champs Petey Williams & Bobby Rude 
beat Chris Harris & Tritan ... Dave Lockbaum 
& Tyson Dux beat Jimmy Hart & Eddie Venom 
... Mike Legacy won the Douglas Chevalier 
Memorial battle royal ... Heavyweight champion 
A-1 beat Abyss ... Chris Sabin defeated TV 
champ Alex Shelley to win the title (Mick Foley 
was the guest referee). 
(01-21-05) 

—Robbie Lisbon 


HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA—WWE at the Forum: 
Paul London pinned Rene Dupree ... Mark 
Jindrak & Luther Reigns beat Nunzio & Scotty 
Too Hotty ... Hardcore Holly pinned Kenzo 
Suzuki ... Orlando Jordan pinned Charlie 
Haas ... Jackie Gayda defeated Dawn Marie in 
a best body contest ... Smackdown tag team 
champions The Basham Brothers defeated Ed- 
die Guerrero & Rey Misterio Jr. ... U.S. cham- 
pion John Cena beat Kurt Angle ... Cruiser- 
weight champion Funaki beat Spike Dudley 
and Chavo Guerrero Jr. in a three-way elimina- 
tion match ... The Big Show defeated Smack- 
down champion John Bradshaw Layfield by 
disqualification. 
(01-16-05) 

—Garth Craven 


WINNIPEG, MANITOBA—WWE at the MTS 
Centre: Christian & Tyson Tomko defeated 
The Hurricane & Rosey ... Victoria defeated 
Molly Holly (Val Venis was the guest referee) 
... Intercontinental champion Shelton Benjamin 


pinned Maven ... Chris Benoit defeated Edge 
... Kane pinned Gene Snitsky in a hardcore 
match ... Robert Conway & Sylvan Grenier 
defeated William Regal & Jonathan Coach- 
man (substituting for an injured Eugene) to win 
the Raw tag team title ... Chris Jericho beat 
Muhammad Hassan ... Shawn Michaels & 
Randy Orton defeated Ric Flair & Batista. 
(01-16-05) 

—John Hendrick 


KITCHENER, ONTARIO—WWE at the Mem- 
orial Auditorium: U.S. champion John Cena 
pinned Kurt Angle ... Mark Jindrak & Luther 
Reigns beat Scotty Too Hotty & Nunzio 
... Kenzo Suzuki pinned Charlie Haas ... Paul 
London pinned Rene Dupree ... Smackdown 
tag team champions The Basham Brothers 
defeated Eddie Guerrero & Rey Misterio Jr. 
... Jackie Gayda beat Dawn Marie in a best 
body contest ... Heidenreich pinned Hardcore 
Holly ... Cruiserweight champion Funaki beat 
Spike Dudley and Chavo Guerrero Jr. in a 
three-way elimination match ... The Big Show 
defeated Smackdown champion John 
Bradshaw Layfield by disqualification. 
(01-15-05) 

—Marshall Watson 


SEOUL—WWE at Jamsil Indoor Stadium: Raw 
tag team champions William Regal & Tajiri beat 
Robert Conway & Sylvan Grenier ... Christian 
defeated Rhyno ... Women's champion Trish 
Stratus pinned Victoria ... Muhammad Hassan 
beat Chris Jericho ... Kane defeated Gene 
Snitsky in a no-disqualification match 
... Intercontinental champion Shelton Benjamin 
beat Edge ... Batista pinned Chris Benoit ... 
Raw champion Triple-H defeated Randy Orton. 
(02-05-05) 

—Koichi Yoshizawa 


Slyk Wagner Brown thought there was gold in his future as he contorted 3PW champ 
Christopher Daniels during a four-way main event. Alas, “The Fallen Angel” was destined 
to walk out with his belt. 
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From the September 1984 issue of Inside Wrestling 


The Iron Sheik, a native of 
Tehran, Iran, despises all that the 
United States stands for. Sgt. 
Slaughter has been valiantly 
batiling the Sheik in arena after 
arena, in match after match, 
throughout the Northeast. But as 
veteran wrestling reporter Matt 
Brock points out, Slaughter's 
escalation of this war may be 
helping Sheik achieve the 


ultimate victory 


GENTLEMAN BY the name of 

Theodor Haecker had this to 

say about the subject of patrio- 
tism in Journal In The Night: 

“Patriotism lies in the nature of 
man and is something so self-evi- 
dent that any exaggeration or em- 
phasis is only painful or ridiculous, 
and smothers it instead of sustain- 
ing it.” 

Ha! Bet you thought ol’ Matt 
spends too much of his time on and 
under barstools to be able to quote 
from some book you’ve never heard 
of and will probably never see in 
your life. Well, you're right; | simply 


The Iron Sheik was every bit as determined to destroy Sgt. Slaughter as Slaughter 
was to destroy him. Slaughter felt he had to defend America, but was he defending it 
in the most noble way? 


turned to page 466 of my Webster's 
Treasury Of Relevant Quotations. 
And this quote js relevant not 
only because it managed to fill a 
couple of column inches of type 
space, which it did quite effectively, 
but because it directly addresses 
some of the thoughts that have 
been revolving in my head concern- 
ing a couple of men by the names of 


Sgt. Slaughter and The Iron Sheik. 

See, it’s painful to me to see Sgt. 
Slaughter parading his patriotism for 
all to see, exaggerating or emphasiz- 
ing it, as Mr. Haecker might say. 
Everyone knows he’s a patriotic 
man; he’s been boasting about that 
for years. And his wrestling style 
hasn’t changed one iota. 

But what has changed is the op- 


ponent. As long as Sgt. Slaughter is 
wrestling The Iron Sheik, he'll contin- 
ue to be cheered for anything he 
does, although | have to question 
whether someone like Magnificent 
Muraco or one of Capt. Lou Albano’s 
Samoans would be cheered equally 
for the same actions against any 
opponent, Sheik or otherwise. 

Now | don’t mean to come up 
on the side of The Iron Sheik, be- 
cause | don’t particularly like him 
as far as | might be able to throw 
the guy, but | have to sit back here, 
peck away of my 1928 Remington, 
and play the role of “The Respons- 
ible Journalist.” And the responsi- 
ble journalist in me says that I’ve 
got to give Sheik his due. 

Look, Sheik is as entitled to his 
sense of patriotism as you and |, or 
Slaughter for that matter. One of the 
wonderful things about America is 
that there is a concept called “Free- 
dom of Speech.” You know the old 
saying: “I don’t agree with what you 
say, but I'll defend to the death your 
right to say it.” Good adage. And one 
that we should remember. 

And this is what | mean when | 
say that Slaughter’s patriotism is em- 
barrassing, because while | sense 
that his feelings are genuine, | be- 
lieve that they’re misdirected. If 
Slaughter was truly patriotic, and if 
Slaughter was truly and analytically 
applying the principles of the Consti- 


The Sarge must not have realized while 
applying this very painful cobra clutch that 
a good argument could be made that he 
was helping Sheik’s cause in an odd way 
by attacking him with such gusto. 
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| [Inside Wrestling ratings 


September 1984 


WWE 

World champion: Hulk Hogan 
. David Shultz 

. Tito Santana 

. Bob Backlund 
. Sgt. Slaughter 
. Greg Valentine 
Jimmy Snuka 
Paul Orndorff 

. The Iron Sheik 
Bob Orton 

. Buzz Sawyer 


World champion: Ric Flair 
. Rick Steamboat 

. Brad Armstrong 

. Harley Race 

Kerry Von Erich 

. Mike Rotundo 

. The Masked Outlaw 
- Billy Jack 

. Carlos Colon 

. Chris Adams 

10. Stan Hansen 


TAG TEAMS 
1 


. lvan Koloff & Don Kernodle 

. Baron Von Raschke & Crusher 

. The Road Warriors 

. The Fabulous Freebirds 

Dick Murdoch & Adrian Adonis 
Tommy Rich & Eddie Gilbert 
Rick Morton & Robert Gibson 

. Black Bart & Ron Bass 

. The Super Destroyers 

10. Barry Windham & Mike Rotundo 


SCOMNDAASWNH 


= 


OONOUSWN = 


CHONDA BWN 


American patriots Bob Backlund 

MOST POPULAR (above) and Dick Murdoch (right) had 

1. Andre the Giant blood feuds with this loudmouthed 

2. Jimmy Valiant Iranian menace in the 1980s as well. 

3. Dusty Rhodes No one ever really stopped him from 

4. Hulk Hogan running down the U.S.A. 

5. Rick Martel P 

6. Kerry Von Erich tution, that remarkable corner- 

7. Jerry Lawler stone of democracy, he would sit 

8. Sgt. Slaughter back, laugh at Sheik, and let 

9. Junkyard Dog Sheik’s own words create the rope 
10. Billy Jack that will hang him. 


MOST HATED Remember, freedom of speech 


1. Ted DiBiase is a wonderful thing, and when the SSS 

2. Kevin Sullivan speaker is making little or no sense, _ that his patriotism is misdirected and, 
3. Tully Blanchard or if he is completely unreasonable, quite frankly, not completely true to 
4. The Iron Sheik don't meet him on his own level—let _ the spirit of America that he claims to 
Maples bola those qualities speak for themselves, be upholding. 

hcl al h f the world will und Now what does alll this have to d 
7. Abdullah the Butcher and t e rest oO the world will under- _Now w a oes all this have to do 
8. Jim Garvin stand his position soon enough. with the main thrust of the story, you 
9. Butch Reed But, no, Slaughter feels compelled ask? The question asked was, “Is 
10. Jos LeDuc to take physical action against Sheik, lron Sheik winning his war against 


and | understand that. I’m not con- America?” 
demning Slaughter, but | am saying | say that the answer is “yes” ... 
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with a minor qualification. 

Why is the answer yes? Because = = 
the Sheik’s war is based upon the Inside Wrestling, September 1984 
idea that he can destroy men like 
Slaughter and other symbols of Amer- [aMeGGMER: 
ican patriotism such as Jay Strong- 
bow. After all, aside from a represen- 
tative of America’s military might, 
what better target to attack than a 
full-blooded native American Indian? 

And the Sheik is succeeding in his 
destruction of these men. His man- 
handling of Strongbow during a re- Brotherly Pride: 
cent match was a virtual embarrass- 
ment to the former WWF tag team 
champion, and clearly proved the 
superiority of Iron Sheik, himself a 
former WWF heavyweight champion. 

And as | mentioned earlier, 
Slaughter has become involved in 
this feud to the extent that he is work- 
ing against the principles of America 
instead of working to preserve them. 

That is how Sheik is winning his 
war against America: embarrassing 
men like Strongbow, and convolut- 
ing the ideologies of men like 
Slaughter. In turn, this affects the 
American wrestling fans who have 
been following Sheik’s matches, 
particularly where Slaughter is con- 
cerned. The fans have begun to 
believe that Slaughter’s convoluted 
philosophies are, in fact, the cor- |RGGHUISRGINSGerets: 
rect philosophies. They are not. 

How can Slaughter reverse the 
momentum that Sheik has ac- 
quired? Simply by allowing Sheik 
enough room to hang himself, by 
removing himself from involvement 
in the feud. By doing that, Slaugh- 
ter removes much of Iron Sheik’s 
motivation for this war, and all that 
will be left are the words. 

And those words that remain 
will prove Iron Sheik to be what he 
truly is: a man with a misguided 
and misdirected sense of his own 
patriotism, a man who is in truth a 
very good wrestler, and a man 
who—like Slaughter—has become 
caught up in a senseless feud that 
serves little or no real purpose. 

The Iron Sheik’s defeat in this 
war is inevitable ... but only if Sgt. 
Slaughter can force himself to al- 
low it to happen. O 
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January 1990: Warrior's Next Victim: Hulk Hogan? 
Centerfold: Sid Vicious. Plus: Kerry Von Erich, Jim 
Ross, Midnight Express. 

May 1990: Hulk Hogan: Primed And Ready For 
WrestleMania VI. Centerfold: Great Muta. Plus: Piper- 
Rude, Eric Embry, Rock 'n' Rolls, Sid Vicious, pain. 
July 1990: The Maturing Of Lex Luger: The “Total 
Package” Becomes The People’s Choice. Center- 
fold: Rick Martel. Plus: Skyscrapers, Bobby Heenan, 
Mr. Saito, referees. 

September 1990: The Hulkster’s Wrath: 7,000 
Miles To Violent Redemption. Centerfold: The Stein- 
ers. Plus: Jeff Jarrett, Sting, Destruction Crew, Four 
Horsemen, Curt Hennig. 

October 1990: Sting’s Painful Lesson: You'll Have 
No Friends At The Top. Centerfold: Brutus Beefcake. 
Plus: Orndorff-Blanchard, Tugboat, Teddy Long, Ulti- 
mate Warrior, Road Warriors. 

April 1991: Sgt. Slaughter Guilty Of Treason! Cen- 
terfold: Tom Zenk. Plus: Sting, Magnum T.A., Jesse 
Ventura, Lawler-Gilbert, Hogan & Warrior. 

June 1991: Hulk Hogan: America’s Hero. Cen- 
terfold: Hacksaw Duggan. Plus: Cactus Jack, Ric Flair, 
Nasty Boys, Steiners, Simmons-Reed. 

July 1991: The War Is Over! Hulk Hogan Liberates 
The WWF Belt From Sgt. Slaughter! Centerfold: 
Brian Pillman. Plus: Horsemen, Lex Luger, Eric Embry, 
Demolition. 

August 1991 (Special Issue): Supercards '91. Cen- 
terfold: Hulk Hogan. Plus: WrestleMania Vil, WCW- 
New Japan, Ultimate Warrior, Owen Hart, Koloff-Luger. 
October 1991: Sid Justice: The Second Coming Of 
Hulk Hogan. Centerfold: Lex Luger. Plus: Hogan- 
Slaughter, Terrence Taylor, Barry Windham, Williams- 
Bigelow. 

November 1991: Your Wedding Gift For Savage & 
Elizabeth: Help Lift The “Macho Man's” Suspen- 
sion! Centerfold: Bobby Eaton. Plus: Tito Santana, 
Bushwhackers, Jushin Liger, Brian Pillman. 

February 1992: Has Hulk Hogan Had Enough? 
Centerfold: 1992 calendar. Plus: Sting, Justice-Rob- 
erts, hot prospects, Eddie Gilbert. 

May 1992: Revitalized In Tokyo: Hulk Hogan Is 
Super-Psyched For WrestleMania Vil! Centerfold: 
Rick Rude. Plus: Sting & Muta-Steiners, Jarrett & 
Fuller, Lightning Kid, Randy Savage, intimidation. 
dune 1992: Exclusive PW/ Interview: Roddy Piper 
Speaks Out! Centerfold: Dustin Rhodes. Plus: 
Dangerously-Sting, Abdullah-Cactus, Sid Justice, 
Randy Savage. 

July 1992: The Best Of The Best—The Masters Of 
Their Craft. Centerfold: Randy Savage. Plus: Liger- 
Pillman, Jim Neidhart, U.S.-Japan, Ric Flair. 
September 1992: Savage vs. Sting: Why It Isn't 
That Unlikely. Centerfold: Nikita Koloff. Plus: Steiners, 
Barry Windham, Sid Justice, Hodge & Weston, Shawn 
Michaels. 

February 1993: No One Can Cut Down Razor Ra- 
mon. Centerfold: Curt Hennig. Plus: Jake Roberts, Pill- 
man-Dustin, Ric Flair-Road Warriors, Rick Rude, 
Snuka-Muraco. 

May 1993: WrestleMania Without Hulk Hogan? 
Centerfold: The Undertaker. Plus: Ron Simmons, Cac- 


it) 


ILLUSTRATED 


ARE GOING FAST! 


tus Jack, Madusa-Sherri, WCW-New Japan, Ultimate 
Warrior. 

May 1996: Un-Natural! The WWF Has Finally Gone 
Too Far! Centerfold: Public Enemy. Plus: Jeff Jarrett, 
Dreamer-Raven, Dan Severn, Ric Flair, Giant. 
October 1996: Peaking Too Soon: Will The Giant 
Be Ruined By His Own Success? Centerfold: Gol- 
dust. Plus: Big Van Vader, Ric Flair, Bulldog, Lex Luger. 
February 1997: Mr. Perfect: “Shawn Michaels Stole 
My Life.” Centerfold: “Psycho” Sid. Plus: Kroffat & 
Furnas, Vince McMahon, Randy Savage, New Razor 
& New Diesel. 

February 1998: Sting vs. Hogan—The Match Of The 
Century! Centerfold: Hogan vs. Sting fight poster. Plus: 
16-page Starrcade preview, Perry Saturn, Dude Love. 
May 1998: Starrcade Scandal! We Hate To Say It ... 
But Give The Belt Back To Hogan. Centerfold: Ric 
Flair. Plus: Mero & Sable, Taz, Taka Michinoku. 

June 1998 (Special Issue): The 1998 PW/ Poll. 
Centerfold: Steve Austin. Plus: Sabu, Lex Luger, Sting, 
Rocky Maivia, Bill Goldberg. 

July 1998: WWF vs. WCW: Which Is Better? Cen- 
terfold: Rocky Maivia. Plus: Benoit, Bill Goldberg, 
Ahmed Johnson. 

October 1998: Bret Screws Bret, Part II. Centerfold: 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley. Plus: Jim Ross, Marcus 
Bagwell, WWF controversy, FBI. 

Holiday 1998: PW/ 500. Eighth Annual Special. 
March 1999: 1998—The Year In Wrestling. 1998 In 
Review, Achievement '98 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, predictions for 1999. 

April 1999: The Crock! The Title Change That 
Screwed The World! Centerfold: Chris Jericho. Plus: 
Bill Goldberg, Tommy Dreamer, Booker T, more 
Unofficial/Officials. 

May 1999: Who Holds The Key To WrestleMania 
XV? Centerfold: Konnan. Plus: Mark Henry, Sting- 
Nash, Bill Alfonso, Brian Hildebrand. 

June 1999: The PW/ Poll. Plus: Mankind, Flair & 
Turner, VMac, Steiners, New Japan-UFO. 

July 1999: Warning! This Team Will Self-Destruct 
In 15 Seconds! Centerfold: X-Pac. Plus: New Jack- 
Dudleys, Jesse James, Venis & Godfather, Sting- 
Bischoff-Flair. 

August 1999: Supercards '99: WWF WrestleMania, 
WCW Uncensored, ECW Living Dangerously. Plus: 
Super 8, Bam Bam Bigelow, Jerry Lawler, tag team 
wrestling. 

September 1999: Why Stone-Cold Might Get Out 
While He's Still On Top! Centerfold: Sting. Plus: 
Kidman & Misterio, The Rock, Bret Hart, Taz-Sabu. 
October 1999: Why The World Must Fear Scott 
Steiner, By Buff Bagwell. Centerfold: Mankind. Plus: 
Kane & X-Pac, The Godfather, Perry Saturn, 20th 
anniversary readers’ poll. 

November 1999: The Women Of The WWF: There’s 
More To Their Power Than Their Looks. Centerfold: 
Owen Hart. Plus: Rey Misterio Jr., Roddy Piper, 
Steiners, Steve Austin. 

December 1999: Steve Austin: “CEO This! I’m The 
Damn Champ!” Centerfold: Rey Misterio’Jr, Plus: 
Randy Savage, Jimmy Hart, WCW youth, Billy Gunn. 
Holiday 1999: PW/500. Ninth Annual Special. 


January 2000; The Millennium Man Mouths Off! An 
Unforgettable Hour With Chris Jericho! Centerfold: Taz. 
Plus: Chris Benoit, Sid-Goldberg, Triple-H. 

February 2000: The Master Manipulator! How 
Stone-Cold Controls The WWF. Centerfold: Kane. 
Plus: Paul Heyman, Hogan-Bret-Sting-Luger. 

March 2000: 1999—The Year In Wrestling. 1999 In 
Review, Achievement '99 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, predictions for 2000. 

April 2000: Stone-Cold vs. The Rock: Let's Settle It 
At WrestleMania! Centerfold: Chris Benoit. Plus: Dal- 
las Page, Goldberg-Vicious, more Unofficial awards. 
May 2000: The Y2K PW/ Poll. Plus: Mitsuharu Misawa, 
Triple-H, Bret Hart, Hollys, Chyna & Asya, ECW returnees. 
June 2000: Just Wondering, Steph ... Is Triple-H 
Worth Your Billion-Dollar Inheritance? Centerfold: 
The Rock. Plus: Heyman-Van Dam, Vader, NWO. 

July 2000: Call It A Wrap, Jack! You've Done Your 
Share ... Go Home! Centerfold: Sid Vicious. Plus: 
Dusty Rhodes, Disco Inferno, DDP, Dudleys-Hardys. 
August 2000: Supercards 2000: WWF Wrestle- 
Mania, WCW Uncensored, ECW Living Dangerous- 
ly. Plus: Rob Van Dam, greatest supercards, Super 8. 
September 2000: Wrestle McMania! Why The Peace 
Can't Last. Centerfold: Jeff Jarrett. Plus: Eric Bischoff, 
Dudleys, Raven. 

October 2000: Scott Steiner: The Superstar The 
WWF Let Slip Away. Centerfold: Rikishi. Plus: Shawn 
Michaels, Austin-Rock, Rhino-RVD. 

November 2000: The Rock vs. Triple-H. Our Special 
50-Category Analysis. Pinups: Extreme wrestling. Plus: 
Nash-Steiner-Hall, Hardcore Holly, wrestling too extreme? 
December 2000: Head Hog! Does Undertaker Have 
Enough Gas In His Tank To Rumble To The Top? 
Centerfold: Dallas Page. Plus: Kurt Angle, Rikishi, Vam- 
piro-Sting, Japan. 

IFULL-COLOR BEGINNING WITH HOLIDAY 2000) 
Holiday 2000 (116 Pages): PW/500. Includes: The edi- 
tors’ views, a look back at 1991's top 25, Achievement 
2000 ballot. 

January 2001: Who Does He Really Hate? Someone 
Will Pay For Austin’s Pain! Plus: Steven Richards, 
Justin Credible, Gordon Solie, Jeff Jarrett, Arn-Sid. 
February 2001 (116 Pages): The State Of The Game. 
Includes: The states of the WWF, WCW, ECW, inde- 
pendents, international, the business, the art 

March 2001: Hulk Hogan: WWF Fans Want Him 
Back! Plus: Mike Awesome, Rikishi, Jerry Lynn, Elix 
Skipper, Triple-H. 

April 2001 (116 Pages): 2000—The Year In Wres- 
tling. Plus: 2000 In Review, Achievement '00 awards, 
Unofficial/Official awards, predictions for 2001. 

May 2001: The WrestleMania Curse! Will The Great 


One Ever Win The Big One? Plus: Vince McMahon, 
William Regal, Page & Nash, Ivory, Lance Storm, ECW. 
June 2001 (116 Pages): The PW/ Poll. Plus: Ric Flair, 
Chyna, Steve Austin. 

July 2001: Women’s Work! It Ain't What It Used To 
Be! Plus: Dudleys, Chavo Guerrero Jr., Justin Credible, 
Francine, Scott Steiner. 

August 2001 (116 Pages): Supercards 2001: Wres- 
tleMania X-Seven, WCW Night of Champions, Super 
8. Plus: Big Show, Kane, Jeff Jarrett, Tommy Dreamer. 
September 2001: WWF-WCW: The 10 Questions 
That Must Be Answered. Plus: Triple-H, Stacy Keibler, 
Paul Heyman, Matt Hardy. 

October 2001 (116 Pages): Mid-Year Report. Top 50 
stories, grades, half-year awards, predictions. Plus: Per- 
ry Saturn, Dallas Page, Terri. 

November 2001: A Crying Shane: He Paid The Price 
To Purchase WCW ... Is He Willing To Pay The Price 
To Keep It? Plus: DDP-Kimberly, Edge, Molly-Spike, 
Tajiri, Rob Van Dam, Mick Foley, Florida indies. 
December 2001 (116 Pages): PWI 500—Angle 
Climbs To The Top. Includes: The editors’ views, 
Achievement 2001 ballot. 

January 2002: There’s Something About Lita—What 
Makes Her The WWF's “It” Girl. Plus: Jericho-Steph- 
anie, Mark Henry, X-Pac, Triple-H, Undertaker. 
February 2002 (116 Pages): The State Of The Game. 
Includes: The states of the WWF, independents, inter- 
national, the business, the art. Plus: Goldberg. 

March 2002: No More Joking, No More Choking: Y2J 
Takes A Serious Stab At Superstardom! Plus: Test, 
The Rock, Eric Bischoff, Bradshaw, Foley vs. Regal. 
April 2002 (116 Pages): 2001—The Year In Wres- 
tling, 2001 In Review, Achievement 2001 awards, Un- 
official/Official awards, predictions for 2002. 

May 2002: The Mania To End All Manias! What Will 
Wrestling Look Like By WrestleMania X-9? Plus: 
Trish Stratus, RVD, Russ Haas, Big Bossman, WWF 
comedy. 

June 2002 (116 Pages): The PW/ Poll. Plus: Hulk 
Hogan, Ric Flair, Steve Austin. 

July 2002: Steph Infection! How Can Triple-H Keep 
His Mind On His Game? Plus: Goldust-Terri, NWO, 
Ron Waterman, Spike & Tazz, Jazz. 

August 2002 (116 Pages): Supercards 2002: Wres- 
tleManiaX8, WWA Revolution, Super 8. Plus: X-Pac, 
Steve Corino, Ric Flair. 

September 2002: No Rock ... No Problem: The 
WWF Can Thrive Without The Great One. Plus: WWF 
draft, Billy Kidman, Sean O'Haire, Stanley Weston. 
October 2002 (116 Pages): Mid-Year Report. Top 50 
stories, grades, half-year awards, predictions. Plus: Lou 
Thesz, Francine, Edge. 


November 2002: Stone-Cold Meltdown! Plus: Hey- 
man & Lesnar, Lance Storm, NWA: TNA, DDP, AJ. 
Styles, Island Boys. 

December 2002 (116 Pages): PW/500—RVD Is No. 1. 
Includes: The editors’ views, Achievement 2002 ballot. 
January 2003: Brock Aftershock: How Lesnar 
Changed The Future Of WWE. Plus: Chris Benoit, 
Low-Ki, Jericho-Flair, Rey Misterio Jr., SummerSlam 
at 15. 

February 2003 (116 Pages): The State Of The Game. 
Includes: The states of Raw, Smackdown, indepen- 
dents, international, the business, the art. 

March 2003: Rocky Horror! He Won't Forget What 
You Did Last Summer. Plus: Matt Hardy, Eddie Guer- 
rero, Bass-WWE, Victoria, WWE's next wave. 

April 2003 (116 Pages): 2002—The Year In Wres- 
tling. 2002 In Review, Achievement 2002 awards, 
Unofficial/Official awards, predictions for 2003. 

May 2003 (116 Pages): The WrestleMania 100. Plus: 
Angle-Lesnar, Christopher Nowinski, Vince Russo, 
Batista & Flair. 

June 2003 (116 Pages): The PW/ Poll. Plus: Rey 
Misterio Jr. 

August 2003 (116 Pages): Goldberg: He Has WWE 
Caught Between The Rock And A Hard Place! Plus: 
WrestleMania XIX, Shawn Michaels graduates, Paul 
London, Raven. 

September 2003 (116 Pages): Guardian Angle: The 
One Superstar WWE Couldn’t Afford To Lose. Plus: 
Hurricane, Sting, Kazarian-Sabin, Jeff Jarrett, Booker T, 
Brock Lesnar. 

October 2003 (116 Pages): Mid-Year Report. Top 50 
stories, grades, half-year awards, predictions. Plus: 
Mick Foley. 

December 2003 (116 Pages): Goldberg: Is He Getting 
A Bum Rap? Plus: Jeff Hardy, Mick Foley, Harris & 
Storm, Billy Gunn. 

January 2004 (116 Pages): All Fired Up! Can Kane 
Blaze A Trail To The Raw Title? Plus: Christian, Cena- 
Gowen, Samoa Joe, Goldberg-Flair, ugliest wrestlers. 
February 2004 (116 Pages): The State Of The Game. 
Includes: The states of Raw, Smackdown, NWA-TNA, 
independents, international, the business, the art. 

April 2004 (116 Pages): 2003—The Year In Wres- 
tling. 2003 In Review, Achievement 2003 awards, Un- 
official/Official awards, predictions for 2004. 

May 2004 (116 Pages): Randy Orton's Dad Speaks 
Out! “Ric Flair ls Gonna Ruin By Boy!” Plus: Trish 
Stratus, 3 Live Kru, Cena-Angle, A-Train, ROH/All-Ja- 
pan, Keiji Muto, three-ways. 

June 2004: Chris Benoit Wins Raw Title! Radical 
New Beginning For WWE! Plus: WrestleMania XX, 
Steve Austin, TNA women, Chavo Guerrero. 
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Monty Brown as Rookie of the Year over 
Petey Williams?! That’s highway robbery! 

Petey Williams brought stability to the X 
division and dominated like no one else. He 
also invented the most exciting finishing move 
of the last few years in the Canadian destroyer. 
Williams wrestled for TNA and all over the 
independent circuit, chalking up wins over a 
variety of competition, and he’s positioned to 
remain a major player in the X division for the 
foreseeable future. 

What did Monty Brown accomplish? 
Yes, he scored wins over Sabu and Abyss, 
but he came up short every time he got near 
Jeff Jarrett. And when it comes to actual 
wrestling skill, Brown makes Goldberg look 
like Lou Thesz. The pounce? Please! Didn’t 


Petey Williams’ success against A.J. Styles in the TNA X di- 
vision was only one reason Alec Myers thought he, and not 
Monty Brown, deserved to be PW/'s 2004 Rookie of the Year. 


Brown steal that from Hacksaw Duggan? 

I bet everyone who voted for Brown also 
voted for Zach Gowen in 2003 and Maven 
in 2002. I guess there’s no accounting for 
taste or talent. 

ALEC MYERS 
Hamilton, Ontario 


I have been reading the PW/ family of 
magazines for about 20 years now, and I’m 
extremely impressed with how your publica- 
tions have been able to change with the times 
and continue to provide excellent insight into 
the wrestling scene. 

I would like to offer one suggestion that I 
think would further improve your magazines. 
Why not add a monthly “Independent Spot- 
light,” where you could showcase 
one independent promotion? You do 
a great job with your annual Guide 
To Wrestling, but a monthly feature 
would allow you to give more ink to 
ongoing storylines, title changes, and 
wrestlers to watch. u 

My local promotion, Border City 
Wrestling, has been in existence for 
12 years and has featured some of the 
biggest names in wrestling, such as 
Raven, Sabu, Tommy Dreamer, and 
D-Lo Brown. I would love to be able 
to open up PW/ and read more about 
my local promotion. 

The Delaware-based ECWA has 
been around for about 37 years. It 
would be great to find out more about 
that company, other than the annual 
Super 8 Tournament. 

Again, this isn’t to knock the in- 
dy coverage PWI already provides, 
but just a suggestion. Keep up the 
good work! 

DICK MILLER 
Windsor, Ontario 


What’s it going to take for TNA 
management to realize Jeff Jarrett isn’t 
the man? 

TNA is trying so hard to present itself 
as a major league alternative to WWE, 
and it keeps pushing Jarrett, a guy who 
was a WWE mid-card guy five or six 
years ago. Five of six years is an eternity 
in wrestling. Until that NWA title is off 
his waist, a lot of fans are going to have a 
hard time taking TNA seriously. 

Bringing in Dallas Page, Kevin 
Nash, and Scott Hall isn’t the answer, 
either. Neither is trying to win over 
the NASCAR crowd by pushing Jeff 
Hammond, a complete unknown among 
those of us who don’t watch auto racing. 

Look at the incredible PPV moments 
of the last few months. The Elix Skipper 
huracanrana off the top of a steel cage. 
The A.J. Styles-Petey Williams-Chris Sa- 
bin “Ultimate X” match. Monty Brown 
beating DDP and Nash in a number-one 
contender’s match. The undercard talent 
at TNA’s disposal is staggering, but man- 
agement seems unwilling to back them. 

Monty Brown, A.J. Styles, Chris 
Daniels, or even Chris Harris needs to be 
elevated to main event level as soon as 
possible. The talent is there for TNA, but 
it doesn’t seem like there’s any vision. 

CHRIS BUGENHAGEN 
Stanley, OK 


As far as I’m concerned, this year’s 
Royal Rumble was the best WWE pay- 


Jim Cornette (shown interviewing Chris Kay on OVW TV) needs to teach the powers-that- 
be in WWE a thing or two about promoting tag team wrestling, writes Ken J. Murak. 


per-view since WrestleMania XX. 

Edge finally showed he has what it 
takes to beat a bona fide legend like 
Shawn Michaels, and he did it in the 
best PPV opener I have ever seen. The 
Undertaker-Heidenreich casket match 
was a fun battle of big men, made 
even more interesting by the interfer- 
ence of Snitsky and Kane. JBL was 
impressive, stealing the win in the 
Smackdown championship match, and 
Triple-H’s systematic destruction of 
Randy Orton illustrated why HHH is 
“The Cerebral Assassin.” All four of 
those bouts exceeded my expectations, 
but the Rumble stood heads and shoul- 
ders above all else. 

The incident between Michaels and 
Kurt Angle set the stage for what could 
be the Feud of the Year. The Raw vs. 
Smackdown showdown about a third 


PW Hotline Extra! 
| Youranswerstoourquestionoftheweek! | S| 


of the way through the bout was clas- 
sic, as was the destruction of both Mu- 
hammad Hassan and Daniel Puder. 

I wasn’t surprised that the Rumble 
came down to John Cena and Batista, 
but it was a thrill to see two stars on the 
rise square off. Just like WrestleMania 
XX left us with the image of Chris 
Benoit and Eddie Guerrero poised as 
the company’s top two stars for the 
coming year, the Rumble gave us Cena 
and Batista. I’m looking forward to the 
coming year in wrestling. 

GAVIN HAYES 
Worcester, MA 


It’s about time WWE asks Jim 
Cornette to come in and help revive the 
tag team situation on both Raw and 
Smackdown. 

In OVW, you can see several great 
teams, all of whom could probably 
walk into WWE and take over the 
place. MNM—Joey Matthews and 
Johnny Nitro, managed by Melina—is 
one of the best teams anywhere. The 
New Thrillseekers of Matt Cappotelli 
and Johnny Jeter are following in the 
footsteps of The Rock ’n’ Roll Ex- 
press. Mac Johnson and Seth Skyfire 
are huge fan favorites, and Chad and 
Tank Toland have charisma to spare, 
even if they are bad guys. 

If WWE ever wants tag team wres- 
tling to mean something, they ought to 
tap into Cornette’s brain and find out 
how to create and promote great teams. 

KEN J. MURAK 
Elizabeth, NJ LI 
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For period ended February 17,2005 


TRIPLE-H 

269, Greenwich, CT 

(2) WWE Rew champion 
JOHN B. LAYFIELD 

306, Roscoe, TX 

(1) WWE Smackdown champion 
KENTA KOBASHI 

282, Fukuchiyama, Japan 

(9) GHC heavyweight champion 
BATISTA 

318, Washington, DC 

(6) No. 1 contender: WWE Raw title 
THE BIG SHOW 

485, Aiken, SC 

(7) No. 1 contender: WWE Smackdown fitle 
JOHN CENA 

260, West Newbury, MA 

(8) WWE U.S. champion 

RANDY ORTON 

265, St. Louis, MO 

(4) No. 2 contender: WWE Raw title 
JEFF JARRETT 

230, Nashville, TN 

(5) NWA heavyweight champion 
TOSHIAKI KAWADA 

245, Ashikaga, Japan 

(3) All-Japan Triple Crown champion 
ALJ. STYLES 

202, Gainesville, GA 

{-) TNA X champion 


Batista 


WILLIAM REGAL & TAJIRI 

Combined weight: 461 pounds 

(-) WWE Raw tag team champions 

CHRIS HARRIS & JAMES STORM 
Combined weight: 516 pounds 

(9) NWA tag team champions 

SHINSUKE NAKAMURA 8. HIROSHI TANAHASHI 
Combined weight: 477 pounds 

(3) IWGP International tag team champions 
THE BASHAM BROTHERS 

Combined weight: 492 pounds 

(2) WWE Smackdown tag team champions 
EDDIE GUERRERO & REY MISTERIO JR. 
Combined weight: 386 pounds 

(-) No. 1 contenders: WWE Smackdown tag title 
JAMAL & TAIYO KEA 

Combined weight: 591 pounds 

{-) All-Japan International tag team champions 
SCORPIO & DOUG WILLIAMS 

Combined weight: 464 pounds 

{-) GHC tag team champions 

ROBERT CONWAY & SYLWAN GRENIER 
Combined weight: 475 pounds 

(-) No. 1 contenders: WWE Raw tag title 
MATT CAPPOTELLI & JOHNNY JETER 
Combined weight: 438 pounds 

(-) OVW Southern tag team champions 

RICKY REYES & ROCKY ROMERO 
Combined weight: 380 pounds 

(-) Ring of Honor tag team champions 


Raw Champion: 
TRIPLE-H 
(C) 269, Greenwich, CT 
1—ABATISTA 
(2) 318, Washington, DC 
2—RANDY ORTON 
(1) 265, St. Louis, MO 
3—SHELTON BENJAMIN 
(3) 245, Spartanburg, SC 
4—EDGE 
(4) 240, Toronto, Ontario 
O—CHRIS BENOIT 
(5) 224, Edmonton, Alberta 
6—KANE 
(7) 326, St. Louis, MO 
7—MUHAMMAD HASSAN 
(9) 231, Syracuse, NY 
8—CHRIS JERICHO 
(8) 225, Winnipeg, Manitoba 
S§—CHRISTIAN 
(-) 225, Toronto, Ontario 
10—SHAWN MICHAELS 
(6) 217, San Antonio, TX 
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Smackdown Champion: 
JOHN B. LAYFIELD 
(C) 306, Roscoe, TX 
1—THE BIG SHOW 
(1) 485, Aiken, SC 
2—JOHN CENA 
(2) 260, West Newbury, MA 
3—KURT ANGLE 
(3) 233, Pittsburgh, PA 
4—THE UNDERTAKER 
(4) 304, Dallas, TX 
3—BOOKERT 
(7) 250, Houston, TX 
6—REY MISTERIO JR. 
{8) 163, San Diego, CA 
7—HEIDENREICH 
(6) 275, New Orleans, LA 
8—EDDIE GUERRERO 
(9) 223, El Paso, TX 
9—FUNAKI 
(5) 192, Tokyo, Japan 
10—LUTHER REIGNS 
{-] 285, Phoenix, AZ 


OVW Champion: 


ROH Champion: 


ELIJAH BURKE AUSTIN ARIES 
(C) 230, Jacksonville, FL (C) 202, Milwaukee, WI 
1—MATT MORGAN 1—JOHN WALTERS 
(3) 330, Fairfield, CT (1) 220, Boston, MA 
2—SETH SKYFIRE 2—SAMOA JOE 
(10) 224, Louisville, KY (2) 270, American Samoa 
3—AARON STEVENS 3—COLT CABANA 
(-) 237, Boston, MA (3) 235, Chicago, IL 
4—CHRIS CAGE 4—HOMICIDE 
(2) 220, Youngstown, OH (4) 220, Brooklyn, NY 
3—BRENT ALBRIGHT 5—C.M. PUNK 
{-) 230, Tulsa, OK (5) 220, Chicago, IL 
6—MAC JOHNSON 6—BRYAN DANIELSON 
(-) 200, Lafayette, LA (6) 185, Aberdeen, WA 
7—JOHNNY JETER 7—SPANKY 
(6) 218, San Diego, CA (7) 212, Olympia, WA 
8—CHAD TOLAND 8—STEVE CORINO 
(1) 228, Boston, MA (8) 230, Sea Isle City, NJ 
S—DANNY INFERNO 9—NIGEL MCGUINNESS 
[-) 237, Atlantic City, NJ (9) 220, London, England 
10—KEN DOANE 10—JIMMY RAVE 


(4) 210, Louisville, KY 


(10) 177, Atlanta, GA 


BAD 2 THE BONE WRESTLING: Champion—1.C. Bailey; 1—Vic the Bruiser; 2— 
Simon Sezz; 3—Billy Maverick; 4—Randy Royal; 5—K-Lo; 6-—Billy Black; 7—Mason 
the Mangler; 8—Rob Williams; 9—Sean Casey; 10—Randy Johnson. 


BORDER CITY WRESTLING: Champion—A-]; 1—Chris Sabin; 2—Tyson Dux; 3— 
Alex Shelley; 4—Conrad Kennedy Ill; 5—Geza Kalman Jr; 6—Dyson Pryce; 7—Chris 
Pillon; 8—Gutter; 9—Chris Clontz; 10—Johnny Bravo. 


EAST COAST WRESTLING ASSOCIATION: Champion—Scotty Charisma; 1—Chase Del 
Monte; 2—Mike Kruel; 3—John Walters; 4—Freak Nostty; 5—Prince Nana; 6—Arch 
Kincaid; 7—Mozart Fontaine; 8—Mr. Ooh La La; 9—Andrew Ryker; 10—Japanese Pool Boy. 


INDEPENDENT WRESTLING FEDERATION: Champion—Fred Sampson; 1—Biggie 
Biggs; 2—Roman; 3—Kevin Knight; 4—Shane O'Brien; 5—Travis Blake; 6—Dan 
McGuire; 7—Tony Torres; 8—Aaron Stride; 9—Sean Royal; 10—The Honky Tonk Man. 


KYDA PRO WRESTLING: Champion—CA. Elliott; 1—Sean Patrick; 2—Snatch Haggis; 
3—Nikolai Volkoff; 4—Shane Mclntyre; 5—Tank Thomas; 6—Joseph Brooks; 7—Lance 
Melntyre; 8—Chucky Wynn; 9—Billy Johnson; 10—Fatty McNasty. 


MIDWEST POWERHOUSE WRESTLING: Champion—Christion Haze; 1—Damian 
Blade; 2—The Searcher; 3—Bob Orton Jr; 4—The Stud; 5—Curtis Payne; 6—Scar; 
7—Xavier Frost, 8—Dan Walsh; 9—Uriah; 10—Tony Angel. 


NWA Champion: NWA Champion: 


NEW AGE WRESTLING: Champion—Mike Williams; 1—Gregory Vercetti; 2—Scotty 
Rocker; 3—Rick Kelly: 4—Matty D; 5—Jimmy Valiant; 6—Tony Fitz; 7—Robbie Lynn; 
8—Boja El Grande Jr; 9—Hunter Guerrero; 10—R. Studley. 


NWA VIRGINIA: Champion—Damian Wayne; 1—Chris Dramin; 2—The Barbarian; 
3—Phil Brown; 4—Preston Quinn; 5—Frank Parker; 6—Scotty Blaze; 7—Mike Vaughn; 
8—Hugh B. Johnson; 9—Stan Lee; 10—Dirty Money. 


NWA WILDSIDE: Champion—Onyx; 1—Roy Gordy; 2—Rainman; 3—Mikal Adryan; 
4—Todd Sexton; 5—Caprice Coleman; 6-—Fast Eddie; 7—Masada; 8—Murder One; 
9—Jeff Lewis; 10—Jeremy V. 


TRANS-AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Bonzz; 1—Rocky 
Gilmore; 2—Tim Johnston; 3—Jimmy Candler; 4—Josh La Rue; 5—Johnny Humphrey; 
6—Dodder Green; 7—Brandon Nichols; 8—John Deaton; 9—Kujo Li; 10—Kadif. 


WORLD OF HURT WRESTLING: Champion—Danger; 1—Nick Neighborhood; 2— 
Texas Outlaw; 3—Jeff Starr; 4—Chuck Deep; 5—Swinger Sidusky; 6—Reed James; 7— 
Thornn; 8—Shockwave; 9—Virus; 10—Shane Alden. 


WORLD XTREME WRESTLING: Champion—Jeff Coleman; 1—Samu; 2—Tommy 
Suede; 3—Sinister X; 4—Bison Bravado; 5—Greg Matthews; 6—Boogalou; 7—Havoc; 
8—Kevin Matthews; 9—Tonic; 1]0—Joe Muraco. 


1—KENTA KOBASHI 


JEFF JARRETT JEFF JARRETT 
(C) 230, Nashville, TN (C) 230, Nashville, TN 
1—IJEFF HARDY AL STYLES 
(1) 212, Cameron, NC (4) 202, Gainesville, GA 
2—MONTY BROWN 2—1DALLAS PAGE 
(2) 268, Detroit, MI (3) 256, Point Pleasant, NJ 
3—RON KILLINGS 3—KEVIN NASH 
(3) 230, Charlotte, NC (7) 290, Detroit, MI 
PYDER 4—CHRISTOPHER DANIELS 
(4) 225, New York, NY [-) 210, Los Angeles, CA 
S—WANCE NEWADA 3—ABYSS 
(5) 223, Brandon, Manitoba [-) 295, Cincinnati, OH 
6—RICKY MURDOCH 


(7) 261, Houston, TX 


WEN 
(8) 243, Short Hills, NJ 


7—JASON RUMBLE 7—MONTY BROWN 
(10) 201, Boston, MA (2) 268, Detroit, MI 
8—KEVIN NASH 8—JEFF HARDY 
{-) 290, Detroit, MI (5) 212, Cameron, NC 
5—AJ. STYLES 9—DUSTIN RHODES 
(8) 202, Gainesville, GA (-) 263, Austin, TX 
10—1.T. WOLFEN 10—ELIX SKIPPER 


(9) 297, New Haven, CT 


[-) 221, Atlanta, GA 


(2) 282, Fukuchiyama, Japan 

GHC heavyweight champion 
2—TOSHIAKI KAWADA —EL HO DEL SANTO 

(1 245, Ashikaga, Japan (3) 180, Tulancingo, Mexico 

AllJapan Triple Crown champion} 2—ATLANTIS 
3—HIROYOSHI TENZAN (-) 180, Guadalajara, Mexico 

(3) 270, Tokyo, Japan 3—HECTOR GARZA 

IWGP heavyweight champion (-) 220, Monterrey, Mexico 
4—MASA CHONO 4—PERRO AGUAYO JR. 

(4) 235, Tokyo, Japan (5) 165, Zacatecas, Mexico 
5—NAOMICHI MARUFUII 5—SHOCKER 

(-) 202, Sapporo, Japan (1) 185, Guadalajara, Mexico 
G—JUN AKIYAMA 6—ULTIMO GUERRERO 

[-) 225, Hiroshima, Japan (2) 173, Mexico City, Mexico 
7—TIGER MASK IV 7—OCTAGON 

(9) 170, Uruyasu, Japan (-) 180, Monterrey, Mexico 
8—HKEII MUTO 8—REY BUCANERO 

(5) 245, Yamanashi, Japan (10) 197, Mexico City, Mexico 
9—KENSUKE SASAKI S—HEAVY METAL 

(6) 251, Tokyo, Japan (-) 180, Mexico City, Mexico 

10—KAZ HAYASHI 10—MR. NIEBLA 


(+) 193, Tokyo, Japan 


(7) 185, Cualtitlan, Mexico 
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You must love “It's not 
my fault" being your catch- 
cry... It must come in real 
handy when people point 
out the quality of matches 

you've been having lately. 


Mo ot Know Sir 
°. to be knighted 
officially, it is 
upPosed to be fro; 
a King or Queen m 


Come on Joe, all I 
did was suggest that the 
reason you held the belt 

so long, was because it 
couldn't possibly escape 
your gravitational pull... 


From the Isle of Crete, 

it's the Mantaur... and I 

can assure you J, he is 
a true cretin... 
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Hosted by Dan Murphy 


When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling Ilustrated magazine has all the 
inside information you want and it’s only a phone call away. 
Hit happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the road, you'll hear it here first. 
To get all the breaking stories from every federation, call the Pro Wrestling 
Miustrated Hotline now and you'll be the first to learn about... 


PLUS Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you want to see in 
= the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. Selected letters 
will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


UPDATED EVERY WEEKDAY AND AFTER PAY-PER-VIEW EV 


new number! call now! 
-S300-2e26-4PWI 


‘D This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones. 


*Cost per minute in the United States is $1.99. Kids, get your parents’ permission. 
5913/01-04 


